


On violations of the law by representatives of the unregistered Viasna
Centre

In July 2021 a criminal case under article 243 (3) (tax and customs duties
evasion) and article 342 (2) of the Criminal Code was brought against some
representatives of the Viasna Centre, which was unregistered in Belarus. During the
investigation, the Centre's activities were reclassified under article 228 (4)
(smuggling) and article 342 (2) (training or other preparation of persons to
participate in group activities that grossly violate public order, as well as financing
or other material support of such activities) of the Criminal Code.

Mr. A. Bialiatski and other employees of the Viasna Centre created a number
of structures in other countries and made use of unlawful schemes to bring money
into Belarus.

Previously, Mr. Bialiatski had already been prosecuted for tax evasion. In
2011 he was sentenced to 4 and a half years in prison for failure to pay taxes on a
particularly large scale. Mr. Bialiatski did not enter the money he received as
personal income from non-residents of Belarus in his tax returns.

Part of the funds allocated by foreign donors for the project activities of the
Viasna Centre was embezzled, and reports on its expenditure were fabricated. Cash
receipts were prepared under false names, the amounts paid as fees to volunteers
were overstated and the recipients of the funds were close relatives. Real estate
property was acquired and presented as donations from close relatives in order to
conceal income from the State authorities.

The investigation also found that representatives of the Viasna Centre took
part in supporting persons who engaged in gross violations of public order.

Representatives of the Viasna Centre have been convicted of committing
criminal acts under the domestic law. Participation in public and political life and a
declaration of engagement in human rights activities does not exempt persons from
the need for compliance with the law.

The unjustified drawing of attention to the prosecution of persons who
identify themselves as members of an unregistered voluntary association may be
carried out with the aim of bringing pressure to bear on the Belarusian justice system.



O HAPYHICHUAX 3aKOHOAATEC/ILCTBA MPEACTABUTECIAMU
HE3APCIUCTPUPOBAHHOTO EHTPA «BecHa»

B wuronme 2021 roma B OTHOWIEHWHM psAga NOPEACTABUTENCH
He3zapeructpupoBaHHoro B Pecnybnuke benapycs nentpa «Becna» ObL1o
BO30Y>KJICHO YTOJIOBHOE J€J0 MO 4.3 ¢T.243 (YKJIOHEHUE OT YILJIaThl HAJIOTOB,
coopoB) u 4.2 c1.342 YromoBHoro kojaekca Pecryonuku benapyces. B xone
paccieoBaHus UX JIeITeIbHOCTh Oblila nepekBaiuduinpoBana mno 4.4 crt.228
(konTpabanma) u 4.2 ct1.342 YK (0oOyueHue wiu MHasg MOATOTOBKA JIWIL JJIS
y4acTHsi B TPYIIOBBIX ACHCTBUAX, TpyOO HapyIIAlOmUX OOIECTBEHHBIN
MOPSIIOK, a paBHO (PpMHAHCHPOBAHUE WM MHOE MaTepHAIbHOE oOeclieueHue
TaKOM JIeSITEILHOCTH ).

A.bensiukuii u gpyrue (yHKIUOHEpHI LieHTpa «BecHa» cozmanu 3a
pyoexKoM psiJi CTPYKTYp UM 3aJ€HCTBOBaJIM HE3aKOHHBIE CXEMbl BBO3a
JICHEXKHBIX CPEICTB B benapycs.

Panee A.bensiukuil yxe NMpUBIEKAICS K YTOJOBHOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
3a YKJIOHEHHE OT y1miathl HajnoroB. B 2011 roxy A.bensiukuii Ob11 MpUroBOpeH
K 4,5 rojgaM JuIeHust CBO0O/IbI 32 HEYIUIaTy CYMM HAJIOTOB B 0CO00 KPYITHOM
pasmepe. Ilomyuyaemble OT Hepe3umaeHTOB bemapycn B KadyecTBE JIUYHOTO
N0XO0Jla JIEHEXHBbIX cpeAacTBa A.bemsiukuii He BHOCWI B HAJIOTOBBIE
JEKJIapaLiu.

YacTb cpecTB, BbIICIICHHBIX MHOCTPAHHBIMU JOHOPAMH Ha TPOEKTHYIO
nearenpHocTh 1L «Becna», mpucBamBanach, a OTYETBI O PACXOJOBAHUHU
dabpukoBanuck. Pacmucku B MOTyYEHUU JEHEKHBIX CPEACTB COCTABIISIIUCH
1O/ BBIMBIIUICHHBIMH WMEHAMH, 3aBBINIAINCH CYMMBI IUIATEXEH B BHJIEC
rOHOpapa BOJIOHTEpaM, TMOJy4aTeasIMA CPEACTB BBICTyNadu OJIU3KUE
poacTBeHHUkH. [IpuobpeTanach HEABUKUMOCTh, KOoTopas odopmisiiachk B
dbopmMe IapCTBEHHOM OT OJM3KUX POJACTBEHHUKOB, C IIE€JbI0 COKPBITHS
JI0XOJI0B OT TOCYapPCTBEHHBIX OPTaHOB.

CriencTBHEM TaKXK€ YCTAHOBJICHO, YTO MPEACTABUTEINHN 1IeHTpa «BecHa»
IPUHUMAJIU y4acTHE B TOJAJIEPKKE JIKLI, Tpy00 HapyIIaBIIMX OOLIECTBEHHBIN
MOPSIOK.

[IpencraButenu ueHTpa «BecHa» oOCyXIeHbI 3a COBEpLICHHE
MPECTYIHBIX JIETHUN B COOTBETCTBUM C HAIIMOHAJIBHBIM 3aKOHOJATEIbCTBOM.
YyacTue B OOIIECTBEHHO-TIOJUTUYECKON KU3HU U JICKIApPUPYEMOE 3aHSATHE
MPaBO3aIUTHON JEATEIBPHOCTBI0O HE OCBOOOXKTAET Tpa)xJaH CTpPaHbl OT
HEO0OXOAMMOCTH COOII01aTh 3aKOHOIATENbCTBO.

HeobocHoOBaHHOE MpUBJICUCHUE BHUMAHUS B CBSI3U C MPUBIICUCHUEM K
OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU OT/ACNIbHBIX  JIMII, OpUYUCIAIONMX  cedd K
HE3apEruCTPUPOBAHHON OOIIECTBEHHON CTPYKTYPE, MOXKET OCYIIIECTBISATHCS B
HEeJIsIX OKa3aHUsl TaBJICHUS Ha OEJIOPYCCKOE MPaBOCYIHE.
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