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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Ref. 2050/1528438

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the latter’s Communication No. AL IRN 15/2022 dated 12 August 2022 concerning
Baha'is, has the honor to transmit, herewith, the comment of the High Council for
Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran in that regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Email: registry@ohchr.org
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The Comments of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the 12 August 2022
Correspondence of the Special Procedures Mandate-Holders Regarding
| Baha’is

In relation to the alleged cases raised in the 12 August 2022 correspondence

regarding the Baha’is, the following points are presented to rectify the approach of
the Special Procedures Mandate-Holders, provide sufficient information about the
Baha’is, comment on the allegations raised in the correspondence in question, and

prove as unsubstantiated the claims made therein.

According to Articleg 19 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, all people

of Iran, whatever the ethnic group or tribe to which they belong, enjoy equal rights.

In addition, on the strength of Article 20 of the Constitution, all citizens of the
Country, both men and women, equally enjoy the protection of the law and enjoy all
human, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, in conformity with Islamic
criteria. As per Articles 12 and 13 of the Constitution, the official religion of Iran is
Islam, and Zoroastrian, Jewish, and Christian Iranians are the only recognized
religious minorities who, within the limits of the law, are free to perform their
religious rites and ceremonies, and to act according to their own canon in matters of
personal affairs and religious education. Along with the aforesaid religious
minorities, the citizenship rights of the followers of the sects, including the Baha’is,
are also respected. The observance of the citizenship rights of individuals is indeed
deferred to the fulfillment of the legal duties and obligations of each person 1n
society. The validity of any right is conditional upon the fulfillment of reciprocal
duty, and this legal principle, i.e., placing the duty against the right, is recognized as
the main principle in legal systems. The situation of the Baha’is in the Islamic

Republic of Iran is briefly mentioned hereinunder, and then the alleged cases are
answered.
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The Situation of the Baha’is in the Islamic Republic of Iran

a) General Situation:

Along with other religious minorities, the citizenship rights of the followers of the
sects, including the Baha'’is, are fully respected. Islamic religious teachings strictly
prohibit the investigation of an individual’s belief. By virtue of Article 23 of the
Constitution: “The investigation of individuals’ beliefs is forbidden, and no one may
be molested or taken to task simply for holding a certain belief.” Therefore, despite
considerable political and media hype, especially by Baha’is representatives, no
person is imprisoned or prosecuted for merely holding a belief. It should be noted
that repeating unfounded claims cannot make them acceptable. Similar to other
citizens, Baha’is in Iran enjoy citizenship rights and economic, social, cultural, and
other facilities. The fact that they work in various economic and financial sectors,
obtain bank loans, benefit from educational, health, law enforcement, judicial,
insurance facilities, urban services, subsidies, and other facilities, and enjoy.
citizenship rights proves that there is no discrimination among the citizens of the
Country. Based on the existing laws and policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran, all
Baha’is benefit from citizenship rights, thus having a favorable relative status in
cultural, economic, and social issues. Baha'is in Iran owe their success in economic

activities to the facilities they have received from Government departments,
especially banks and the ministries of Industry, Mine and Trade; Agricultural J ihad;
and Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare. The Islamic Republic of Iran considers
itself responsible for observing justice in judicial rights and maintaining the

standards of and respect for all its citizens in courts.

Despite their small population, the Baha’is are active in the economic field and are
engaged in production, trade, and services. They are also involved in various
industries, such as glasses, cooling and heating facilities, elevators, technical
engineering, construction, agriculture, animal husbandry, cosmetics, and hygiene
products. They are often parties to contracts with Government agencies, which are
the main customers of goods produced by the Baha’i-owned companies and
factories. In addition, receiving extensive banking facilities has provided the Baha’is
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with the initial capital to establish companies and factories and continue their
activities.

The Baha'is can also obtain a commercial card for conducting commercial activities.
In addition, the general economic situation of the Baha’is in Iran is such that, taking
into account the receipt of cash subsidies (like all eligible citizens), there are almost

no destitute among them, and all of them enjoy relative prosperity.

Despite having a very small population, Baha’is in Iran do not face any restrictions
for performing important jobs such as working as a doctor, establishing a pharmacy,
working in medical centers, and teaching in universities. Furthermore, a significant
number of Baha’is work in health and medical centers. Baha’i doctors, similar to
others, have established clinics, laboratories, and pharmacies in different cities
without any restrictions with the permission of the Ministry of Health.

b) Cultural & Religious Facilities:

Baha’is in Iran enjoy unhindered access to cultural facilities, perform ceremonies,
and implement sectarian education for children from the age of 4 in their
kindergartens. They attend all levels of education in many educational institutions.

The Baha’is can freely perform their traditions, and hold their religious ceremonies
collectively every 19 days in local circles known as feasts in all cities wherein a
small number of them live. In addition, many Baha’i websites oftfer the sect’s cultural
products. Moreover, the Baha’is have many cemeteries in different regions and use
them exclusively. In many European countries, minorities with a population of
several million are responsible for burying their dead bodies in the corner of the

Christian cemetery — in a coffin, and according to the Christian religion.
¢) Educational Facilities:

Pursuant to Article 3 of the Constitution, the Government is obliged to provide free
education and physical training for everyone at all levels; and, the Baha’is enjoy
such rights. As mentioned, their sectarian special education is also started and
continued by themselves from kindergarten. The higher education centers of the

3
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Islamic Republic of Iran have the duty to cover all Tranian citizens in conformity
with the law and educational regulations, irrespective of individuals’ religion,
denomination, and orientation. According to the laws, no one has the right to engage

in inquisition and investigate individuals’ personal affairs.

Given the lack of inquisition in the Islamic Republic of Iran, there are no accurate
statistics about Baha’is graduates and university students inside the Country. The
presence of dozens of Baha’is ‘1 Iranian universities at all levels (bachelor’s,
master’s, and doctorate) bears witness to the fact that people are not treated based
upon their affiliation with a particular belief.

Nature & Organizational Structure:

As evidenced by history, the Baha’i sect is a product of British colonialism, like
many false sects and religions. Given the contradiction of its rules and orders with
the Islamic Sharia, and because of the requirements of the U.S. and Uk colonial
policies, the Baha’i sect has always been given exceptional support. Representing
the main governing body of the Baha’is sect, Bayt-al-Adl is located in the port of
Haifa in the occupied Palestine. It consists of a 9-member board elected every five
years, and is under Israel and England’s extensive financial and political support.
The board members make decisions about how to spread Baha’ism. A sectarian
hierarchical structure govems the illegal Baha’i political organization. There are two
main pillars: “Continental Counsellors” and “International Community”. These two
pillars are closely related to the lower pillars, such as “Friends in Iran”, also known
as “Yaran”. Eight delegations and national-provincial liaisons are under the
supervision of Yaran. All eight boards directly influence the followers of the Baha’i
sect. The sect’s followers are also under the orders of the Baha'i city authorities. The
city authorities follow directives issued by the provincial authorities, and the

provincial authorities, in turn, are under the supervision of the national-provincial
liaisons.

Some Baha’is conduct illegal and provocative propaganda and organizational
activities, especially at Iranian universities, which are against the regulations of the
higher education system. The illegal Baha’i organizations pressure those Baha'i
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students who follow the educational rules. They face “administrative rejection”,
“gpiritual rejection”, and “family renunciation”. Furthermore, the Baha’1 _illegal
organizations force some students to withdraw from universities. These are 1nfieed
only a few examples of the Baha’i organization’s flagrant violation of citizen rights
and imposition of sectarian policies.

Comments on Allegations Raised in Special Rapporteurs’ Correspondence:

. The claims made in the correspondence are politically-motivated and biased.
Even the allegations of certain anti-Iranian media outlets have been repeated
in the correspondence in question without any change in their language.
Allegations such as “the systematic nature of these violations represents a
continuous pattern...... affiliation.” are the insinuations of the aforementioned
media outlets which are affiliated with hostile countries and have no agenda
other than disseminating falsehoods and painting a dark picture of realities in
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

- The laws and regulations and the practical procedure of the institutions and
executive bodies of the Country are emblematic of non-discrimination against
and non-discriminatory treatment of all citizens, including the followers of the
Baha’i sect. Undoubtedly, if a legal action is implemented in some cases, it is
under three circumstances:

e Several Baha’is have committed illegal actions such as unauthorized
construction and confiscation of national lands and the like in some
regions. Analogous to sections of society who commit property
violations, the Baha’is are dealt with legally without discrimination. A
case in point is the legal action taken based upon the judicial order in
the village of Roshankoh in Mazandaran Province, which will be
explained; | |

e Some Baha’is, like other members of society, have private plaintifis
and face prosecution due to personal disputes. Unfortunately, such
cases have been deemed as politically-charged by hostile media outlets.
In addition, some Baha’is — in order to flout the law, which is equal for
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all citizéns — use the propaganda capacity of biased media to play the

innocent on a large scale; and

e A small group of Baha’is act against the Country’s interests by
engaging in or becoming a member of illegal groups without obtaining
permission from the relevant authorities. They pursue their agendas in
various ways by abusing other Baha’i citizens. This is while Article 19
of the Constitution states that all people of Iran, whatever the ethnic
group or tribe to which they belong, enjoy equal rights; and color, race,
language, and the like, do not bestow any privilege. Article 20 of the
Constitution also stipulates that all citizens of the Country, both men
and women, equally enjoy the protection of the law and enjoy all
human, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, in conformity

with Islamic criteria.

. While asserting that any arrest and search of houses, places, and objects are
conducted only by order of the judicial authority and in compliance with the
provisions of the Fifth Chapter of the Code of Criminal Procedure, enacted in
2013, and that those violating the said provisions face punishment, be advised
that the investigations carried out into the statistics of judicial orders for arrest
or search and inspection of houses, places, and objects show that a tiny
percentage of such orders were issued for the Baha’i criminals.

It is not possible to verify and inquire about the status of “13 Iranians
[members of the Baha’i sect] arrested on 31 July 2022 in different cities of
Iran” or “the search and inspection of the homes of 52 other Iranian members
of [the same sect]” without mentioning the names and details of the
individuals. Regarding Fariba Kamalabadi, Mahvash Sabet, and Afif Naemi,
be advised that the said individuals were temporarily arrested following an
order of the judicial authority and sent to Evin prison for investigations on
charges of setting up and being members of illegal organizations. They were
detained for two months in an independent suite, NOT solitary confinement,
for preliminary investigations. During this period, the abovementioned
individuals have made more than 30 phone calls with their relatives and family
members. Afif Naemi was released on bail after the investigations. Fariba
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Kamalabadi and Mahvash Sabet have been transferred to the general ward of
Evin prison. Fariba Kamalabadi and Mahvash Sabet can make phone calls in
the general ward of Evin prison. The said individuals have been undergoing
medical examinations on a daily basis during this period. Mahvash Sabet has
even been sent to a hospital outside the penitentiary for more detailed medical
examinations.: |

The allegations about the demolition of 6 houses on 2 August 2022 in
Roshankoh village are false and baseless for the following reasons:

e The available pictures and the investigations into the list of officials
present on the said date show that all the officials present, including the
military and police force, agents of agricultural jihad, officials of the
Department of Natural Resources, and the residents of the aforesaid
village are much less than the number claimed in the correspondence in
question;

e The claim of blocking the village to prevent the residents’ entry and
exit is also false and baseless. The entry of some people from the city
of Sari into the village to disrupt the order and prevent the execution

thereof around 12:00 to 13:00 renders such a claim null and void;

e Regarding the destruction of six houses and agricultural land with
heavy machinery in Roshankoh, be advised that the law applies to all
people worldwide. There is no difference between Muslims and non-
Muslims, and it is applied equally to all individuals and members of
society. Religion does not affect the implementation of the law. The
destruction of the houses had nothing to do with their owners’
belonging to the Baha’i sect. Such an action was conducted only
because the Baha’is had broken the law, engaged in the unauthorized
change of use in agricultural lands, and seized and encroached upon
national lands without obtaining the necessary permits. The proof of
this is the implementation of the same orders in the nearby area
regarding the houses and properties of Langar village in the
Chahardange district of Kiasar, the owners and residents of which are
all the Twelver Shias, whose lands which had been illegally occupied

7
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were expropriated in a more Severe manner. In Roshankoh, about 5,000
square meters (half a hectare) of agricultural and national lands were
claimed, In Langar, 15 hectares were confiscated, an area equivalent to
30 times the expropriated lands in Roshankoh;

e Only one of the houses demolished by a final judicial decision in
Roshankoh was complete and ready for habitation, and the rest were
just under construction and in the foundation stage. In these cases, from
the beginning, the Department of Agricultural Jihad had warned them
to bring to halt the constructions. Subsequently, in line with the
application of Note 2 of Article 10 of the Law on Change of
Agricultural Land Use, the necessary action was taken to restore the
previous situation; |

¢ Regarding the claim of occupying more than 20 hectares of agricuitural
land of the residents and enclosing it with barbed wire, be advised that
all the claimed lands have been declared under Article 56, and the title
deeds of the lands in question have already been registered in the name
of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and were owned by
the Department of Natural Resources. Therefore, the claims made by
particular residents regarding their alleged ownership lack legal basis
and are inadmissible;

e The claim of using pepper spray and violence against the villagers 1s
untrue. The presence of the head of the judicial district in all stages and
the footage of the execution process from the beginning to the end
prove that no one has ever been assaulted; and

e Regarding the claim of losing consciousness of an elderly woman, no
complaint has been raised, and no one has referred to the Legal
Medicine Organization. Therefore, such a claim cannot be verified.

Further Points for@ Consideration:

- Tpe Western countries’ unflinching and unwavering support for the Baha’is
via hostile media outlets, which is sometimes emboldened by international
institutions, has provoked profiteers to abuse and instrumentalize the
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situation. Preparation of fake judicial documents regarding the 1ssuance of the
death penalty on charges of apostasy and the like by some of the followers of
this sect who are seeking asylum and fabricated verdicts cited by UN offices
: 1 some countries serve as an example of profit-seeking;

All the legal dealings with the Baha’is resulted from the illegal actions thereof.
Like other countries, the behavior of the Islamic Republic of Iran with its
citizens is absque dubio defined based upon the existing laws. What the
Baha’i organization announces against Iran with non-constructive and biased
intentions and using its capacity of bad media propaganda broadly and
unrealistically is entirely indicative of the fact that the followers of this sect
have gone beyond the framework of the law and have committed illegal and
unlawful actions. Now that they have faced legal action, they try to stand
against the law by highlighting and instrumentalizing their ideological
orientation; and

Notwithstanding extensive media hype, primarily fueled by the Baha’is in the
international human rights forums, no person is persecuted, arrested, or
imprisoned for merely holding a belief, Raising allegations about the arrest of
certain individuals for ideological reasons by any authority is a politically-
motivated and biased move to cover and justify the lawbreakers’ illegal and
unlawful actions.
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