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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Ref. 2050/1508897

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the latter’s Communication No. UA IRN 25/2022 dated 23 November 2022
concerning Ms. Pouran Nazemi, has the honor to transmit, herewith, the comment of
the High Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran in that regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 22 February 2023

Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Email: registry@ohchr.org
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The Comments of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the 23 November 2022 Joint
Urgent Appeal from the Special Procedures Mandate-Holders Regarding Pouran
Nazemi

The points enumerated hereinunder are provided with regards to allegations made in the
joint appeal dated 23 November 2022 from the special procedures mandate-holders
concerning Pouran Nazemi:

1. The foregoing person was arrested on 19 October 2022 by order of the judicial

authority on charges of a) assembly and collusion with the intention of acting
against the security of the State. Following the preliminary investigations, the
individual in question was then transferred to the general ward of Evin Prison.
However, she was released on 22 December 2022, after the quia timet injunction
1ssued thereagainst was cohlmutcd from “temporary detention order” to “bond”.
Theretore, the so-called “concerns” about “lack of due process” are downright
unreasonable. |

2, Contrary to the allegatioéns the defendant’s family has been aware of her
whereabouts and condltloq from the very first day of the arrest, with the foregoing

person having contacted 'fhe family several tlmes and informed them of her
condition. |

3. With regards to the foregoing person’s health status and access to medical and
health services, be advised that the said defendant — similar to other convicts and
defendants, and regardless of the type and title of charges pressed thereagainst —
enjoys easy, quick and round-the-clock access to the prison hospital and doctor.
Furthermore, in line withéthe implementation of Article 137 of the Executive
Bylaw of the State Prisons Organization, enacted in 2021, the abovenamed may
be transferred to out-of-pnson health centers at any time in case of a lack of
special treatment facﬂlt1¢s and equipment in prison. Analogous to other
prisoners, the foregoing person has had access to such facilities, been under the
supervision of a doctor, aid been sent to specialized treatment centers wherein

the medical experts prescribed and provided her with the necessary
pharmaceuticals. =




sl 934 binplm ity
" Y=<z e
éJL
._ | . o5 A
oy | | A S (§ o,
o ' *
& b .
/’:‘_)9"' [

4. Allegations of starving thd accused and depriving her of sufficient water during
the first six days of detentiti)n are unsubstantiated; and, no complaint against such
a thing has been registered in the judicial case.

5. As regards the foregoing pperson’s enjoyment of visitation, Article 210 of the
Executive Bylaw of the State Prisons Organization clearly states that: “In order
to preserve the family bond, fulfill the Shariah duties about maintaining family
kinship and respecting the rights of the prisoner and family thereof, the State
Prisons Organization provi;des the necessary arrangements for the meeting of the
prisoner with the spouse, children, parents, siblings, as well as the spouse’s
parents. The prisoner can ilso have a cabin visit with other relatives, friends, and
claimants at the request of each of them, and with the approval of the director
general of the provincial pjt‘isons, the judge of execution of sentences, or the head

of the penitentiary.” Moreover, as stipulated by Note 2 of Article 213 of the
atorementioned Bylaw: “In the event of a contagious disease or an epidemic of
digestive or respiratory diéeases, the head of the prison may — with the approval
of the health and treatmen:rt unit as well as the director general of the provincial
prisons — temporarily put in abeyance face-to-face and private visits until the
situation becomes normal.” In line with the regulations referred to hereinabove,
the said person, similar to other prisoners, has been able to have both the cabin

and in-person meetings Wlﬂl her family members, friends, and acquaintances on
four occasions. |

6. With t?egards to the right to counsel, be advised that as per Note of Article 42 of
the Code of Criminal Procédure enacted in 2013: “In crimes against the domestic
or foreign security as well as In organized crimes the punishment of which are
subject to Article 302 oﬁ this law, the parties to the claim, at the stage of
preliminary 1nvest1gat10n;i:shall appoint their lawyer(s) from among official
lawyers acceptable to the Chief of the Judiciary. The names of the said lawyers
shall be announced by the Chief of the Judiciary.” Moreover, pursuant to Article
346 of the said Code: “In all penal matters, parties to an action shall have the
right to present their defense attorneys. If a party has introduced more than one
lawyer, the presence of one defense lawyer shall be deemed sufficient for the
court to proceed to hear the case.” In addition, by virtue of Article 347 of the
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atorementioned Code: “A ﬂefendant shall have the right, up until the close of the
first hearing of a case, to ask the court to appoint a defense attorney for them. The
court, in case of becoming satisfied that the defendant cannot afford to hire a
lawyer, shall appoint a de ense attorney for the accused from among the lawyers
practicing in that judicial district, and if such choice shall not be available, from
among the lawyers practiging at the nearest judicial district, to the court. If the
appointed lawyer shall ask for a fee, the court shall fix the fee compatible with
the actions taken. In any case, the fee amount shall not exceed the statutory tariffs
and shall be paid out of the funds allocated to the Judicature.” According to the
Note of the said Article: “Whenever the court deems the presence and defense of
a lawyer necessary for a victim who lacks the financial ability, it shall act in
accordance with the provisions of this Article.” Therefore, it is evident that the
legislator pays and has practically devoted attention to the benefit of the accused
in the investigation and trial phases. Ergo, in the preliminary investigation stage,
the defendant must choose a lawyer from among the official lawyers approved
by the Chief of the Judiciary!, and there is no restriction thereon whatsoever
during the trial stage. The court appoints a substitute lawyer even if the accused
cannot afford it. Neither| the foregoing person nor her family has hitherto
introduced any lawyer from among the chartered attorneys to the judicial
authority for legal representation.

The philosbphy of this s the existence of classified information and documents in security files to which only authorized and competent
authorities shall have access.
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