Republic of Yemen No.: KH—-A - 185
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Date: 29 Rajab A.H. 1444 (20 February A.D.
Office of the Minister 2023)

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Yemen presents its compliments to the
OHCHR Office in Sana’a.

With reference to the memorandum of the OHCHR Office in Sana’a, ref. No. OHCHR—
0762022, dated 6 December 2022, and to the annexed joint appeal from a number of special
procedure mandate holders of the Human Rights Council, ref. No. AL OTH 124/2022, the Ministry
has the honour to attach herewith the reply of the Republic of Yemen to the claims and allegations
contained in that appeal.

The Ministry trusts that the OHCHR Office will forward the reply to its destination as soon
as possible.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Yemen takes this opportunity to renew
the assurances of its highest consideration to the OHCHR Office in Sana’a.

To: OHCHR Office in Sana’a



The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has reviewed the communication of the OHCHR Office,
which was sent to His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs Hisham Sharaf under the title
“joint appeal”.

It should be stated at the outset that the Republic of Yemen considers the protection of the
faith-based and national values of the Yemeni people to be one of the State’s fundamental duties, a
duty that it views as a battle for civilization, one that touches on the very essence of humanity. The
State thus rejects any interference in the culture, values and identity of the Yemeni people, whatever
form or name such interference may take, and it condemns the pursuit of dubious agendas aimed at
undermining the culture, values and identity of our people and society, and of engaging in a battle
of provocation the purpose of which is not to protect Yemeni women from being targeted by
Apache helicopters and F15s or by deadly and internationally prohibited missiles and bombs. It
does not protect Yemeni women from starvation by blockade or from the ban on them travelling
abroad for treatment. It does not put an end to the death of thousands of Yemeni women caused by
complications during childbirth, malnutrition or cholera, which are the result of the war of
aggression, compounded by a comprehensive embargo on medicines, fuel and food. In that context,
the following remarks can be made.

I

We regret the deliberate and continuous disregard for the massacres committed by the
coalition of aggression against civilians over a period of eight years, just as we regret the lack of
reaction to the killing of 13,000 women and 11,000 children in raids with American and Western
missiles, conducted amidst the silence of OHCHR and all other United Nations organizations and
bodies. We regret also that the concerns of OHCHR and of the group that issued the joint appeal did
not focus on the deaths of tens of thousands of women in our country as result of raids, hunger and
malnutrition, or on the Palestinian women against whom the Zionist entity commits the most
heinous murders and violations, or on the violations committed against women by the United States
of America where female prison inmates account for around one third of all the incarcerated women
in the world. Their concerns do not revolve around the suffering of the Yemeni women killed while
collecting firewood to provide food and drink for their children, nor around the Yemeni women
who died in hospital due to complications at childbirth or who delivered deformed foetuses as a
consequence of biological weapons. We also regret that the joint communication does not take
account of the right to life and to survival, which all laws, treaties and legislation recognize as being
the right of all women on earth.

II.



We can state that we utterly reject all the affirmations made in the so-called “joint appeal”,
which constitute an unacceptable interference in the internal affairs of the Republic of Yemen and
which are entirely at odds with the core values, culture and identity of the Yemeni people.
Furthermore, the joint appeal contains errors, and it makes allegations that lack credibility and are
devoid of truth, as we will explain in detail.

II1.

We would note that some aspects of the joint appeal fail to take account of our national
tenets and religious values. Moreover, statements made therein are offensive to the dignity of
Yemeni Muslim women, a dignity that is safeguarded, hallowed and preserved by our religion. We
would ask OHCHR to take due account of this in its statements and communications, and to
reconsider the offensive and prejudicial contents of the joint appeal.

Iv.

We reaffirm the need to respect the identity, culture and values of the Yemeni people and
not to undertake any action that might undermine those fundamental pillars. We will consider any
action or statement that runs contrary to this principle to constitute interference in our internal
affairs.

V.

We can affirm that all the procedures followed by the institutions, agencies and authorities
of the State derive from the Constitution and from current laws and regulations. Those bodies
operate independently and without interference. Moreover, State institutions exercise their
prerogatives and apply their controls in line with the Constitution and with existing laws. We
should also point out that certain treaties that reject alien cultures and that, from an external
standpoint, focus on women are, in fact, contrary to the basic values and culture of society.

VI

We can also affirm that women, girls and mothers in Yemen enjoy all their rights, as
enshrined in our religion, in the Constitution and in existing laws. In fact, they enjoy rights and
consideration that women in other civilized countries and societies do not have, and they are not
pushed into undertaking onerous work, as is the case in some countries where women are forced to
work in coal mines and in iron and steel foundries, or where capitalism has turned women into a
means of propaganda, allurement and entertainment. Freedom for women means protecting their
dignity, not denying their innate character, divesting them of their nature or depriving them of the
chance to be mothers, wives or daughters with the rights guaranteed to them by God in His Book.

VII.



We categorically deny the allegations made by OHCHR, which are devoid of all truth and
foundation. At the same time, we wish to emphasize the need to respect rules and to abide by
professional and ethical standards when verifying the accuracy and correct transmission of
information, because not to do so undermines confidence in the statements made by OHCHR. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs underscores the importance of adhering to norms of objectivity and
impartiality, and of conducting investigations with great precision and completeness, far removed
from any personal inclinations and without politicization or the pursuit of dubious foreign agendas.
This will serve to uphold truth, ensure credibility and enhance accountability.

VIIL

In order to refute the allegations and rectify the misinformation contained in the
communication, and to reply to and refute the claims put forward, which interfere with out internal
affairs, and to lay the facts plainly before you, we can provide the following clarifications:

- You stated that the Ansar Allah movement took control of the capital, Sana’a by
force on 21 September 2014, causing grave harm to civilians. Commenting on that, we reject the
description you give of the revolution of 21 September as a seizure of control by force. What
happened was a popular revolution by the Yemeni people of all denominations; therefore, your
description of events as “taking control by force” is entirely incorrect and inaccurate and
constitutes, in fact, a clear insult against a popular revolution and a violation of the independence
and freedom of a people and of the individuals that make up that people. Grave harm to civilians
has been caused only by the foreign war launched by America, Saudi Arabia and the countries of

the coalition — to which you have turned a blind eye — and not by the revolution of the Yemeni

people.
L Restriction on women travelling without a mahram
(1) The requirement of a mahram is not a discriminatory measure and it does not target women

so much as protect them against violation, harassment and rape which are becoming increasingly
frequent in many countries, especially the United States of America and Europe. Moreover, it is not
a new measure but something that has been followed for decades. Women travelling without a
mahram 1s not something that the people would accept as it would be contrary to their morals and
values, and they would not accept any attempt to impose it. For this reason, we believe that the
statements made in your communication in this regard are inaccurate.

(i1) We consider the information contained under this heading to constitute a deliberate insult to
the Yemeni Muslim people, who sanctify and safeguard women and protect their dignity. A woman,
in fact, must be protected even when she travels, and that requires the presence of a mahram chosen

from among her male relatives. There was no impelling reason for you to raise this subject. We can



state, moreover, that the people have values, culture and religion, and a vigilant concern for their
womenfolk, that is absent in your own values, culture etc. Therefore we advise you to stay away
from raising these issues.

(i11))  In addition, we can state as follows:

- Since ancient times, women in Yemen do not travel from region to region except in
the company of a mahram, who may be her son, husband, father or brother, or any other relative
suitable to act as mahram. This is nothing new and is not something that was decided yesterday; it
is rooted in our religious and cultural identity. Indeed, our religion has ordered women to be modest
and chaste, not to mix with men and not to travel save in the company of a mahram, and no one has
the right to object to our fundamental religious values and culture.

- No women have been detained by the Security and Intelligence Service or by other
security agencies for reasons of travel, and the information you give is devoid of truth or evidence.
The security authorities have not detained women or prevented them from travelling for not
producing identification documents. Normally, what happens are merely the routine and ordinary
procedures that have been applied for decades vis-a-vis travel via transport companies.

- We find it truly nonsensical that you should rely upon a tribal circular claiming to
impose fines in cases where women purchase a phone or use cosmetics. Such allegations are
unacceptable; it is not right or appropriate that you should put faith in such publications and in such
claims.

- The Yemeni people have their values, their culture and their fundamental Islamic
identity, and the actions of the State authorities derive from these values. It would have been more
appropriate for you to describe the steps taken by the authorities in France to forcibly remove the
veil from Muslim women in universities, schools and public places as a violation of freedom and
dignity, and of women’s right to be protected by covering and dress.

- There is no new directive from the Land Transport Regulatory Authority stating that
women are not permitted to travel unless accompanied by a mahram, and all the rules in force today
have existed for many years.

- The procedures followed with respect to travel by female Yemeni staff of United
Nations agencies are consistent with our Islamic identity, our culture and our fundamental national
values. Such procedures consist in the application of existing laws and regulations; they are nothing
new and are not exceptional in our society. In fact, Yemeni society, including Yemeni women,
reject the idea of women travelling alone with male staff members or workers, without a mahram to
whom they are related. The approaches you are adopting are unacceptable to us, and your insistence

on this point would expose staff in organizations to the anger of the community.



- There is no basis for the instances you list in your joint appeal regarding the absence
of a mahram for certain women whose husbands have died or been killed. In fact, there are millions
of women who do have a mahram other than those you cite to express your concerns about the
implications travelling with a mahram can have on a woman’s dignity. Moreover, we do not
understand how such a thing can affect her dignity, as you claim.

II. Gender segregation

- It has long been recognized practice that our daughters should study in separate
schools from our sons and that our women and sisters should study in separate classrooms from
men. In the same way, women’s festivities take place away from the sight or presence of men, and
the same applies vice versa to men’s festivities. This is how the social system has operated in
Yemen since ancient times and it has not been problematic; quite the contrary, society accepted and
respected it as an inheritance and worked to protect and preserve it. These are the values, culture,
religion and identity of the Yemeni people, and it is not permissible to impose disordered and
immoral ideas and values on our people and society.

- It should also be pointed out that Yemenis are a Muslim people with a faith-based
identity and Islamic values. Moreover, they are a conservative and traditional people, and the
mixing of genders is forbidden under sharia as well as under statutory laws. The procedures put in
place by Sana’a University are not new, but are in line with those values and are an expression of
the identity of the Yemeni people. Any different kind of approach to this matter would subvert
chastity and destabilize social, family and moral cohesion.

III.  Prevention of access to reproductive health

- The claims made in this regard are untrue, and the Ministry of Public Health did not
issue the circular mentioned in the appeal, in Amran or elsewhere. With regard to your concerns
about the denial of family planning methods unless a woman’s husband is present, it is a shame and
a disgrace that you should consider this to be an issue, as it is certain and evident that no woman
requests family planning methods unless she is married.

IV.  Reinforcing discriminatory and misogynistic attitudes

- In our view, to confront alien cultures that seek to compromise the dignity of women
is to come face to face with an intellectual invasion, even a civilizational intrusion, that seeks to
bring Yemeni women down to the depths of abjection, just as women in America and in Europe
have fallen and become a commodity for entertainment and the sex trade, a tool for propaganda and
allurement, a servant forced to undertake harsh and onerous work. This matter must be clear to you.

Thank you



Attached are statistics concerning the Arab and foreign aggression against Yemen over the

past eight years.
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United Nations Human Rights
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) presents
its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and wishes it success in all its endeavours.
Attached herewith is a joint appeal from special procedures, reference No. AL OTH
124/2022.
The letter is addressed to His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Please accept the assurances of our highest consideration.

OHCHR Office in Yemen.
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