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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
Ref. 2050/1493241

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the latter’s Communication No. UA IRN 21/2022 dated 20 September 2022
concerning Zahra Seddiqi and Elham Choubdar, has the honor to transmit,
herewith, the comment of the High Council for Human Rights of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in that regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 8 February 2023
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Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Email: registry@ohchr.org
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The Commentsof the'I’s'lamic Republic of Iran on the 20 September 2022 Joint
Urgent Appeal From the Special Procedures Mandate-Holders Regardmg Zahra
- Seddiqi and Elham Choubdar

1. Contrary to the clalms based upon the NEWS publlshcd on social and anti-Iranian

media, the illegal actions perpetrated by Zahra Seddiqi and Elham Choubdar have
nothing to do with human rights activities;

2. The foregoing indiuiduals are charged with: a) inciting people to corruption and
prostitution, b) committing corruption through widely spreading prostitution, and c)
partlc1pat1ng in human trafficking to Iraq. A writ of culpability was issued for the
first and second counts, and for the third count, a writ of non-suit was issued for the
abovenamed. In addltron to the aforementioned charges, Zahra Seddiqi was
prosecuted for 1llegally entering the Country through the Sardasht border. With
regards to the charge of “inciting to corruption and prostitution”, and the charge of

“illegal entry into the Country through the Sardasht border” faced by Zahra Seddiqi,
be advised that the Criminal Court 2 of West Azerbaijan has acquitted the two
individuals of the first count. The said Court had 1n1t1ally sentenced Zahra Seddiqi
to pecuniary pumshment in the amount of IRR70,000,000 for 1llegally entering the

Country through the Sardasht border; however, the pecunlary punishment was
commuted to IRR53 000,000;

3. Regardlng the charge of committing corruption through widely spreadlng
prostitution, be advised that Zahra Seddiqi has been sentenced to the death penalty
for establishing orgamzed networks of homosexuality, widely spreading
homosexuality and promoting homosexual life on social media, forming corruption
and prostltutlon groups recruiting members to open a corruption and prostitution
center, taklng Iranian girls to the city of Erbil in Iraq for prostitution, seducing
impecunious Iranian girls on a large scale and forcing them into prostitution, and
launching a propaganda campaign against Islam and the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Elham Choubdar has also been sentenced to the death penalty for entering a
hornosexual lrfe W1th Zahra Seddiqi and maklng it publlc through broadcastmg her
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p1ctures and v1deos on soc1a1 medla being actlvely and extenswely engaged in the
organized network of corruption and prostitution of Iranian girls and women in Iraq
and Iran, and widely spreading homosexuality. The death penalty verdicts have been
pronounced afterthe exhaustion of all legal formalities and hearing the defenses
presented by the aforesald The judgments are not final and are currently subject to
de novo trlal in the Supreme Court '

. The al-legations of torture and maltreatment of the defendants to extract forced
confessions are untrue. The documents and merits of the cases show the perpetration
of criminal actions by the aforesaid; therefore, the express confessions they have

made in the absence of any pressures merely confirm the cases’ documents and
merlts | | |

. Keeplng the named persons in a smgle suite (and not solitary conﬁnement) was only
by order and under the supervision of the judicial authority and per legal regulatrons
due to the necess1ty of conducting prellmlnary investigations to detect the crimes
attributed thereto and prevent collusion; and, no human rights violations have been
committed in this regard. With the family members having been notified, the

allegations suggesting the forced disappearance of the aforesard individuals are
unsubstantrated ' '

. Allegations of inSults or death threats are unfounded. That is because in all the stages
of proceedings, con51der1ng the training given to the relevant officers and judges,
respect for human rights standards and maintaining the citizenship rights of the

defendants and convicts are deemed and prioritized as inviolable; and, such an issue
has h1therto not been ralsed by the defendants; and

. Desprte hearmg the defenses presented by the defendants and attorneys as well as
going through the necessary legal formalities, the cases have not hitherto gone
through all the stages of proceedings. Therefore, no final verdict has been issued,
and the pronounced judgments are currently subject to de novo trial.
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