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(Translated from Arabic) 

Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations, the World Trade Organization and 

other international organizations in Geneva 

Response of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the joint communication concerning Mr. Abdelmoniem 

Aboulfotouh Abdelhadi Abousaad 

 The submission of this response by the Egyptian Government reflects its sincere desire to respond positively 

to the communications of United Nations rapporteurs and its commitment to compliance with its international human 

rights obligations. It also views the response as an opportunity to achieve transparency and to rectify concepts that 

may be based on politicized or unfounded information.  

I. The facts and procedures relating to the trial of Mr. Abdelmoniem Aboulfotouh 

 Following the outbreak of the revolution of 30 June 2013, which ended with the ousting of former President 

Mohamed Morsi, who was a member of the  Brotherhood, the group’s leaders based abroad developed a 

general plan aimed at spreading chaos in the country, using force, violence, threats and intimidation at home and 

abroad in order to undermine law and order and jeopardize the safety and security of Egyptian society. The leaders 

of the  Brotherhood group assigned responsibility to Mr. Abdelmoniem Aboulfotouh Abdelhadi Abousaad 

for implementing the plan and for promoting the escalation of hostilities against the State and its institutions by 

arranging for the storming and occupation of vital public institutions and security establishments, including Al-

Ittihadiya Presidential Palace, Cairo Airport and Burj al-Arab port, the seizure and destruction of weapons in security 

facilities, the assassination of some public figures and a number of ministerial employees, and setting fire to the Office 

of the Prosecutor General, the Supreme State Security Prosecutor’s Office and some of the main court buildings. 

Mr. Abdelmoniem Aboulfotouh instructed a number of leaders and members of the  Brotherhood to provide 

the weapons, ammunition and tools that were required to implement the plan. He established groups of young people 

and university students who were known as “Strong Egypt Students”. He also held a meeting with a number of leaders 

of the  Brotherhood in the British capital city, London, during which they agreed to disseminate false news 

through the media with a view to inciting citizens to organize gatherings against State institutions, and to use such 

gatherings as a screen for committing terrorist acts against individuals and police officers and for destroying public 

and private facilities. In line with the plan,  

. He also used one of his farms, located in 

plot 138, kilometer 101, in the Al-Mughtaribeen region, Wadi al-Natrun Centre, Al-Buhayrah Governorate, as a centre 

for the preparation and training of members of the  group in how to use all kinds of firearms to implement the 

plan. The same farm was used as a storehouse for the concealment and storage of a large number of weapons.  

 He was arrested on 14 February 2018 pursuant to a warrant issued by the Public Prosecution Service on 

13 February 2018 in Case No. 440 of 2018 concerning his possession of Brotherhood publications containing 

concepts aimed at incitement of the use of violence and terrorism against the State and its institutions and plans to 

overthrow the country’s regime. The Public Prosecution Service interrogated him and permitted him to present his 

defence pleas and statements in the presence of his lawyer for the purpose of the investigation. He admitted having 

joined the terrorist Brotherhood group. Article 12 (2) of the Counter-Terrorism Act criminalizes membership of and 

all forms of participation in terrorist organizations. 1  Participation includes all forms of material contributions, 

 
1 Article 12 (2) of Counter-Terrorism Act No. 94 of 2015 stipulates that: “Anyone who joins a terrorist group or who participates in the group 
while being aware of its objectives shall be punishable by rigorous imprisonment.”  
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including information-based support and promotion of  objectives that involve direct or indirect incitement 

to violence in order to achieve the same goals, with full knowledge thereof. Such action by the Egyptian State is in 

line with its obligations pursuant to Security Council resolution 1373 (2001) to criminalize support for terrorist acts 

and recruitment of members of terrorist groups. 

 The investigations of the Public Prosecution Service also found that a number of defendants in the same case 

had participated in the gatherings of the  Brotherhood group and had subsequently sought shelter in the above-

mentioned farm for fear of being arrested by the police.  

 Accordingly, Mr. Abdelmoniem Aboulfotouh offered them a place of residence on his farm as a safe haven, 

thereby committing one of the terrorist funding offences criminalized in articles 3 and 13 of the Counter-Terrorism 

Act. It is also listed as an offence in Security Council resolution 1373 (2001). The Public Prosecution Service issued 

a warrant to search the farm, and when it was searched on 21 August 2018 two automatic rifles, a shotgun and 120 

rounds of ammunition for use in such weapons were found. They were examined by the Public Prosecution Service, 

which confirmed the authenticity and safety of the seizures. The Public Prosecution Service also examined the 

publications seized in the said person’s residence and found that they were designed to agitate public opinion and to 

spread chaos in the country. In addition, it examined media interviews conducted with him abroad, which included 

the dissemination of fake news and rumours about the internal situation in the country.  

 On 25 August 2021, the Public Prosecution Service referred the person in question and other individuals for 

criminal proceedings in Supreme State Security Case No. 440 of 2018, which was registered as Serious Offences No. 

1059 of 2021, Emergency State Security, Fifth Settlement. They were charged with: assuming leadership of a terrorist 

group that aims to use force, violence, threats and intimidation to undermine law and order and to jeopardize the 

safety, interests and security of society; with committing the offence of terrorist funding for the benefit of a terrorist 

group; with committing terrorist offences by preparing and training individuals to use conventional weapons and with 

providing a location for training purposes; with possessing and securing publications that promote the objectives of 

the terrorist group; with deliberately disseminating fake news and rumours about the country’s internal affairs at home 

and abroad; with indirectly promoting the commission of terrorist crimes and promoting ideas and beliefs that 

advocate the use of violence; with possessing and acquiring two firearms (two loaded automatic rifles), for which a 

licence for possession or acquisition may not be issued if they are to be utilized for acts that undermine law and order 

and security and that violate the principles of the Constitution, national unity and social peace; and with the possession 

and acquisition of the ammunition used in the aforementioned firearms, for which a licence may not be issued if they 

are to be utilized for the same purposes.  

II. Comments on the allegations contained in the communication 

1. The communication alleges that Mr. Abdelmoniem Aboulfotouh was arrested without an arrest warrant and 

that he was arrested on account of his views that were critical of the Egyptian Government. This is a false and 

unfounded allegation that bears no relationship to the facts. The person in question is being tried for breaching the 

provisions of the Egyptian Criminal Code and Counter-Terrorism Act No. 194 of 2005. The Public Prosecution 

Service proved through its investigations that he had participated in the above-mentioned plan with a view to 

overthrowing the country’s ruling regime and establishing groups of young people known as “Strong Egypt Students” 

to commit terrorist acts in the country. With that end in view, he held meetings abroad with leaders of the  

group. In addition, the investigations by the Public Prosecution Service in Case No. 955 of 2017 proved that the said 

person had assumed leadership of the  Brotherhood group and was a member of the Guidance Bureau that 

manages its affairs. Furthermore, with a view to implementing the plan of the  group, he deliberately 
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Article 1 of Decree No. 2214 of 1994 of the Minister of the Interior concerning the compilation of travel ban lists 

specifies the entities and authorities that are entitled to request the inclusion of natural persons in travel ban lists.4 

Article 97 of section I of book II of the written, financial and administrative instructions of the Public Prosecution 

Service requires the establishment of a special register of accused persons who are subject to a travel ban. Article 407 

of section I of book I of the legal instructions of the Public Prosecution Service requires the names of persons placed 

in travel ban lists to be included in the aforementioned register together with the reasons for their inclusion. The 

Public Prosecution Service decided, in line with its guaranteed right, to include the persons concerned in the travel 

ban lists in the interests of its investigations and to prevent their flight. Accordingly, the allegation that there was no 

legal basis for including the person in question in the travel ban list is unfounded, since the Public Prosecution Service 

exercised its right to submit a request pursuant to articles 2 and 3 of Act No. 8 of 2015 on the Compilation of Lists of 

Terrorist Entities and Terrorists, and pursuant to the decision issued by the competent court on 19 February 2018 to 

include the said person in the list of terrorists, a decision against which he lodged an appeal with the Court of Cassation. 

The Court decided on 1 February 2020 to annul the decision. He was included again in the list of terrorists pursuant 

to provisional ruling No. 1 of 2021, which was issued on 12 January 2021 and published in the Official Gazette on 

24 January 2021, and which placed him in the list for a period of five years in connection with the charges filed 

against him in Supreme State Security Case No. 440 of 2018. 

 In conclusion, the Arab Republic of Egypt feels aggrieved by the false information and unsubstantiated 

allegations contained in the communication, which seek to undermine the reputation of the Egyptian State in the 

international community. Terrorist organizations systematically disseminate false allegations, distort facts and 

question the legal and judicial measures taken and their outcome. The Egyptian Government reiterates that it is 

committed to the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all citizens without 

discrimination. According to the Constitution, it is responsible first and foremost to the vigilant Egyptian people. The 

independent Egyptian judiciary is the sole authority with competence to ascertain the veracity of allegations of human 

rights violations, to hold the perpetrators accountable and to guarantee redress for the victims.  

 
4 Article 1 specifies the following authorities: “1. Courts whose judgments and orders are enforceable; 2. The Prosecutor General; 3. The Deputy 
Minister of Justice for Illicit Gain; 4. The Chief of General Intelligence; 5. The Chief of the Administrative Oversight Authority; 6. The Director 
of the Military Intelligence Department, the Director of the Personal Affairs and Social Services Department of the Armed Forces, and the Military 
Prosecutor; 7. The Deputy Minister of the Interior for the National Security Department; 8. The Deputy Minister of the Interior for the Public 
Security Department.  




