FRARSMEFBERSE B A LA Tt e E RASRER
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

11 Chemin de Surville, 1213 Petit-Lancy
Tel: +41 (0)22 879 56 78 Fax: +41(0) 22793 70 14
Email: chinamission_gva@mfa.gov.cn  Website: www.china-un.ch

No.GJ/79/2022

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the latter’s
communication [AL CHN 7/2022] dated 16 September 2022, has the honour
to transmit herewith the reply of the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest
consideration.

P
o

%

AT

Geneva;28:
By o
Ry, -

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
GENEVA



(Translated from Chinese)

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of the letter dated 16 September 2022 addressed
jointly by the United Nations Human Rights Council’s Special Rapporteur on the
implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal
of hazardous substances and wastes, the Working Group on the issue of human rights
and transnational corporations and other business enterprises and the Special Rapporteur
on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy
and sustainable environment. The Chinese Government wishes to make the following

reply:

.  Situation

According to information from the relevant parties, the Veladero Gold Mine Project
is located in the northwest of San Juan Province, Argentina. It was put into operation in
2005 and was originally wholly owned by the Barrick Gold Corporation of Canada. In
June 2017, Shandong Gold Group acquired a 50 per cent stake in the project company
and jointly operated and controlled it with Barrick Gold Corporation. The Veladero Gold
Mine Project Company attaches great importance to environmental protection, recycles
the waste from mine development and carries out regular monitoring of the mine's
surrounding environment to prevent pollutant leakage. The San Guillermo Biosphere
Reserve, established by the Man and the Biosphere project of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, consists of three zones: a core area, a
buffer zone and a transition zone. The transition zone is managed by San Juan Province
of Argentina, and mining operations can be carried out there in accordance with local
laws. The Veladero Gold Mine Project is located in the transition zone of the San
Guillermo Biosphere Reserve, 45 kilometres from the core area. The project has legal
qualifications for mining activities and has had no impact on the reserve.

Before Shandong Gold Group took a stake in the Veladero Gold Mine Project, there
were three toxic substance leakage incidents, in September 2015, September 2016 and
March 2017, all of which were unrelated to Shandong Gold Group. In February 2022,
Argentina's National University of Cuyo tested the water quality of the Jachal River
downstream of the Veladero Gold Mine Project. In June, the Argentinian environmental
group Jachal No Se Toca claimed that the water quality test results showed that there had
been a leakage at the Veladero Gold Mine and that the river had been contaminated with
heavy metals. In view of the fact that Cuyo National University's environmental
monitoring site on the Jachal River is 110 kilometres away from the site of the VVeladero
Gold Mine Project, several tributaries of the Jachal River that do not flow through the
project's mining area course into the monitoring site. The inspection results carried out
by the project company itself indicate that the river water has not been polluted. At this
stage, the accusations of the environmental protection organization are unfounded. The
Argentinian Minister of Energy and Mining, the Governor of San Juan Province and
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local public figures in the field of environmental protection have all come forward to
refute the allegations.

Il. Measures taken by the Government of China

The Chinese Government attaches great importance to the control of the discharge
of toxic and harmful effluents. More than 60 national water pollutant discharge
standards, including the Integrated Wastewater Discharge Standard, have successively
been issued, and control requirements for toxic and harmful water pollutants such as
mercury, arsenic and cyanide discharged from various production activities, including
gold mining and ore dressing, have been clearly specified. This has played an important
role in safeguarding public health, promoting the improvement of environmental water
quality and promoting green development.

According to articles 3 and 10 of the Environmental Protection Guidelines for
Foreign Investment Cooperation issued by the Ministry of Commerce and the former
Ministry of Environmental Protection on 18 February 2013, enterprises must understand
and abide by the environmental protection laws and regulations of host countries. The
projects that they set up and operate must, in accordance with the laws and regulations
of the host country, apply for the relevant environmental protection permits from the
local Government. Enterprises must, in accordance with the requirements of the host
country's environmental protection laws, regulations and standards, set up and operate
pollution prevention and control facilities and carry out pollution prevention and control
work. Discharges of waste gas, waste water, solid waste or other pollutants must comply
with the pollutant discharge standards of the host country.

While the relevant Chinese environmental protection laws and regulations are not
applicable to the toxic substance leakage incident in Argentina mentioned in the letter,
the provisions of the relevant Argentinian environmental protection laws and regulations
must be observed. The Chinese Government attaches great importance to environmental
protection in the overseas investment projects of the Belt and Road Initiative and gives
full play to the role of the Belt and Road Green Development Coalition and other
platforms, which hold relevant training courses and seminars through specialized
training and risk awareness activities and through peer exchanges, so as to enhance
enterprises’ compliance awareness and their ability to prevent environmental risks in
overseas investment projects.
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