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Ref. 2050/1410722

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the latter’s Communication No. AL IRN 19/2022 dated 23 September 2022
concerning Mahdi Shaghaghi, Akram Nasirian, Maryam Mohammadi and Esrin
Derkale, has the honor to transmit, herewith, the comment of the High Council for
Human Rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran in that regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.
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Comments on Cézm_munication Datéd 23 September:_2022 Sent by Special | -'r'f' o
Procedures Mandate-Holders Appertaining to Nahid Shaghaghi, Akram
Nasirian, Maryam Mohammadi & Esrin Derkale

l. The phrase or the concept of “mandatory hijab” does not exist in the laws of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, as “coercion/compulsion” is basically inherent in all laws.
What is important is the legitimacy and acceptability of the laws!, which have beéﬁ_
observed in the hijab law due to the fact that it was approved in the Parliament and
that the majority of Iranian people are Muslims. “Hijab” is a concept proposed in the
approved law based upon the Iranian society’s cultural and religious characteristics.
There is a dress code in all societies, the limits of which are defined according to
their cultural identity. Just as the penalty for not wearing seatbelts or refusing to wear N
a face mask does not run counter against the freedom of opinion and is necessary for
the health of the society, legislation in accordance with the public will and the
morality of the society is not contrary to the freedom of speech and opinion. As
stipulated by Paragraph 3 of Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to
such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others. It should
be noted that an organized effort to change society's cultural 1dentity by defying the
general will thereof, as manifested in the laws therein, is also completely different
from freedom of speech and opinion. | |

2. The dress code in the Islamic Republic of Iran is very diverse thanks to cultural
and ethnic diversity;' énd_, ethnic women follow their traditions in choosing the type
of clothing. Based on some fatwas, the limits of hijab for ethnic women are defined
according to the traditions of the society to which they belong. Adherence to the

dress code rules has not created any restrictions for the presence of Iranian men and
women in various sé)c:'ial, ‘economic and cultural scenes; Instead, by increasing
respect for women and payi'ng attention to their real personalities, they have been

! The law is a legitimate force;
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prevented from becommg a marketlng tool explolted for selling more products,

advertising restaurants and the like. Moreover, considering the respect accorded to’
the dress code, workplace violence and sexual abuse against Iraman women are

insignificant compared to similar cases 1n Western sometles

3. As per the Country s laws any V1olat1on of the administrative regulations is

subject to disciplinary pumshment If the action turns into actus reus, it is subject to

punishment through competent judicial authorities by virtue of the principles of fair |

proceedings. The individuals referred to in the said correspondence were not
exempted from the said prlnc:lple therefore, they were sentenced to two years and
six months of dlscretmnary imprisonment due to criminal actions thereof against the
Country’s regulatlons Contrary to the allegations, the individuals in question have

never been arrested for defendmg women’s rights in vulnerable situations.

Bestowing the title of women human rights defender to these people who have

1ignored the norms of somety and committed illegal actions with their antlsoc:1al_

behavior, is an affront to genuine human rlghts advocates.

4. The correspondence has also alleged that the persons who had posted bail for the
convicts were threatened with confiscation of their property if the aforementioned

women did not present themselves to prison — that is entirely false and baseless. The

execution of verdicts issued for the said convicts, in addition to having been
commuted, was postponed on humanitarian and Islamic grounds. Despite the
issuance of the ruhngs in 2020, they were 1mp1emented (except for Nahid
Shaghaghi) on 21 August 2022. Therefore, on the strength of Articles 217, 224 and
522 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, the Special Procedures Mandate-Holders’

description of a legally issued warning to the guarantors as threats with confiscation
of property is absolutely wrong and proves their ill-will.

5. Regarding Nahid ‘Shaghaghi, the review of the convict’s case does not show .
anything about her bemg called to prlson for executing the sentence, and such a elalm )

1S Incorrect.
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