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The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference
to the latter’s Communication No. AL IRN 17/2022 dated 2 September 2022 concerning
Abbas Dehghan, Kasra Nouri, Mostafa Abdi and Mohammad Sharifi Moghadam,

has the honor to transmit, herewith, the comment of the High Council for Human Rights
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in that regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights

Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Email: registry@ohchr.org
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Comments on Commumeatlon Dated 2 September 2022 Sent by Speclal
Procedures Mandate—Holders Appertaining to Arrest of Some Members of
| Gonabadl Dervishes

People in unified Iran cons1der themselves. as fellow countrymen fa;r from the'

characteristics and dlfferences The Iranians take pride in the fact that they have

different ethnicities, rel1grons and cultures and that they live peaoefully side by side

in the absence of ethnic, racial and religious prejudices. The solidarity and culture

of Iranians are exemplary and rooted in the history of this Country which goes back

to several thousand years; and, in addition to performing their religious ceremonies,
all religions are mixed with this unique culture. According to Paragraph 14 of Article
3 and Articles 20 and 23 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, all
people of the nation are equal before the law, and while inquisition is prohibited, no
one shall be assaulted and questioned for merely holding an opinion. Protected by

the Constitution and. current statutory laws, dervishes are among the citizens of the

Islamic Republic of Iran. The official and practical position of the Islamic Republic

of Iran vis-a-vis the followers of this sect is the need to respect their beliefs and

citizenship rights. It should not be forgotten that no one faces prosecution for having

an opinion in Iran. On the other hand, anyone who breaks and violates the law

because of afﬁhatlon with a particular group and sect will not be tolerated.

The allegatlons by the Spec1a1 Procedures Mandate-Holders’ correspondence about
dervishes, which have been made W1thout any mention of sources and considering
the available facts, are unacceptable. Referrlng to the received reports and the fact
that the Government has been accused of increasing the harassment of the Gonabadi
dervish community and destroying their worship places for many years, can under
no circumstances mean that the allegauons are Valld

In relation to the Golestan Street 1nc1dent no one was arrested for peaeeful protests
or simply expressmg their opinion during the riots. Given the necessary and
continuous training, the police forces — as the agents of ensuring the order and
security of the soolety -exercised maximum restraint and tolerance. The martyrdom
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of 5 police officers, ‘while none of the rioters were killed during the 1nc1dent in
question, is emblematic of the tolerance and restraint exercised by the police forces

Some people have been arrested during the riots and the crimes thereof have been
investigated accordmg to the law and irrespective of the people’s inclinations and
affiliations. Basically, the actions of the said dervishes, which led to the conviction
of some of them, have absolutely nothing to do with their ideological issues thereof,
but are a clear example of actus rea and are considered illegal from a legal point of
view. These actlons include:

v Attacking several citizens, beating and injuring them;

v Damaging publlc and private property,

v’ Creating traffic jams, blocking streets and passages;

v" Clashing with police ofﬁcers and beating some of them and
v Insulting c1tlzens

As can be seen, the _]udlCIal prosecutlon of derwshes or their gathermg places was
not initiated simply because they are dervishes, but it was commenced due to illegal
actions they perpetrated to disrupt publlc order and security. None of the crtrzens are
exempt from this general rule.

Regarding the places speclally used by dervishes, some of them construct bulldmgs
without obtaining the necessary permits, which is considered against city rules and
regulations. Compliance with these rules is mandatory for constructing buildings,
even mosques. |

With regards to 1nd1V1duals mentloned n the correspondence be adwsed that

1. According to the Judgment dated 21 November 2021, Abbas Dehghan was
sentenced to 5 years of 1mprlsonment and payment of diya to all the plaintiffs on the
charges of assembly and collusion with the intention of acting against the State
security, attempting a murder, disturbing public order, insulting State officials and
intentional assault. The foregolng person 1S currently serving a prison sentence.
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2. Mustafa Abdi has been sentenced to six years and three months of imprisonment
on charges of d1sturb1ng public peace and order, assembly and collusion to commit
a crime against the State security, launching a propaganda campaign against the
Establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, inciting to riot, spreading lies,
insulting officers, remstlng arrest - and embarklng on a maneuver of power using
armes blanches. He is currently behind bars. |

3. As per the Judgment issued by the Tehran Court dated 1 August 2018
Mohammad Sharifi Moghaddam has been sentenced to seven years and six
months in prison on charges of assembly and collusion with the intention of
committing a crime agalnst the State security, launching a propaganda campaign
against the Estabhshment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, disturbing public order

and peace, and re51st1ng arrest. The aforesaid is, for the time being, serving prison
terms. |

4. According to the Judgment pronounced thereagainst by the Tehran Court dated 22
July 2018, Kasra Nouri has been sentenced to six years and three months of
imprisonment on charges of assembly and collusion with the intention of committing
a crime against the State security, disturbing public order and peace, resisting arrest,
and launching a propaganda campaign against the Estabhshment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The abovenarned is doing time.

Be advised that the verdlcts have been pronounced with Islamic lenleney after the
exhaustion of legal formahtles and hearing the defenses of the said 1nd1v1duals and
those of their attorneys. Messers Sharifi Moghaddam, Abdi and Noun have
practically accepted the initial ruhng by waiving the right to appeal.

With regards to the allegatlon of torture, be edwsed that on the strength of Article
38 of the Constitution, all forms of torture are forbidden. Furthermore, Articles 570,
578. 579, and 587 of the Islamic Penal Code and Paragraphs of the Single Article of
the Law on Respecting the Legitimate L1bert1es and Protection of Citizens' Rights
prescribe heavy penaltles for those comnnttlng torture and other degrading
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treatiments. Moreover in order to maintain greater superv1s1on over the proper
implementation of the aforesaid Law, Article 15 of the Executive Bylaw of the Law
on Respecting the Leg1t1mate Liberties and Protection of Citizens' Rights obliges the
Central Supervisory Board, in cooperation with the provincial supervisory boards,
to conduct the necessary supervision and inspections and take legal action against
any violations or crimes in this regard. It should be noted that the verdicts issued
against the aforementioned convicts have been pronounced and executed on time
after being ﬁnahzed in accordance with the legal provisions, and with full
consideration of the reasons, evidence and documents in the judicial cases.
Therefore, allegations suggesting the extraction of forced confessmn under torture
and duress are utterly unsubstantiated.

Regarding medical leave, be advised that if the convict must pursue treatment
outside the prison, the matter will be referred to the Legal Medicine Organization to
be decided. Should the said Organization determine the necessity of treatment
outside the prison, the judge tasked with executing criminal sentences, by virtue of
Article 522 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, postpones the executmn of the
imprisonment by obtammg an approprlate quia timet bill.
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