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The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Special Procedures
Branch, and with reference to the joint communication (REF. AL SYR 3/2022) dated
12 May 2022, submitted by a group of Special Procedures, would like to attach,
herewith, the response of the Syrian Arab Republic.

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva would like to avail the opportunity to
renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,

Special Procedures Branch, the assurances of its highest consideration.

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Special Procedures Branch

Route de Pré- bois 20 - 1215 Genéve 15, Suisse
Tel (41) 022 715 45 60 - Fax (41) 022 738 42 75 - Email: missionsyria@bluewin.ch



Z2 95 395 (AL SYR 3/2022) l¥ell dles oo suic (LS (o Aol AS AL Al AL alats Loud

:asy| bladl

Gl el madais W e cpogaall polea¥l e u—m—” Slelyal Gl eelio 3lag Lad 1
Sboiud daall BbULl 3 delozl plall Joo 2 oull ulall 2o dezudd! Slia=dl Lliy
Aygall gl

cAdaadl alaylLall 31,81 (e dyicluney aladl ol Lwly s Ange @ Oelall 3] lucwge Jom

e gy sl ol GoSE Juad @3 (ren ol olaas 285 (e dadly ST JaTuw Gudes xid

s Ord Jlad § Buolss Lele Slapun Qlagdl "Giels” ulais 5 L ol O gblie § pglusd

83L8Y ¢ Lozt lliSy (yluzall luyMay a9, Jgo> Amill bogyyall s Slagxdl sda ety

4l Anll 8Mall @3 4adly b adl el ez e pasddl oluas Js> epeatlly gl

Asansell dalall Bl J] Slagazall Bhol Jlasy copuas o 03529 (IS Adyan I Jiogtll 3 cloglas

el (5 090 LI A e ulel oW1 sda Gudat oty

cAnlapl clegexll o Loyt @5 G Bllll § Lcler plis 3929) ¥l ol e Jobazll Lo, 2
wobaisl 3 et elibl uas (o calhe 31,8 USs Auclond] ilaall als 3 e JSAT 3
Loall Lpgeandl G £l Clall At dae @b skt @5 olwl ol polatsl 25 gy b
bl doe Ga3a3 (e Bygdl 2agSonll Jaad o> lle sotall oo Q) Sl e (yaill 4yl
Lmlll 345 (e Bolazad] png (Jlall e 3 clalas¥ Lls) Copaally Slasdly deesy £,-401

o ot (il dall 068 Lty Jeadl @b skl Jlell lia § pes¥l Coliall 3 sl



e Sloys Al Jodl (e sue ) opgee cnse i slibsl Jla) o LS el a3
Avelazdl 1l ae Jalanlly wla )l = snul 4,8

JLaLl G Loba Tgs cuals ikl g Lol (3,89 Gogeedl radl pas¥l IS T LSL pyasdl oy
Lelrsol e dpanll alalSH wlelyol 3lasl J) sbal ucles dpda ¢l SLAIST Sl 3 Calill
o3 J Yool Larliy

ol Balll A IS ¢ Lasyl 23 3 Loy « (DNAYES 8l Aoia iy agesdl olis Joe G obsae ad
s e Aagyall Byuall 3ol nludll 2l Lole Jgsamedl s Ligagmy (DNA) Jules,
oedl ) oeasllaze cnidles, 2uygdl Lol Bgeamdl Cuzg 2018 U (yi5 § @l J) cals |
i 80 Aue § Auclezdl plalE (e sue BLATST Jgo> el Luloma Lty Sl @ alall
ool o LALAIS @ (3 auddly Skl oLl ya okans 4000 e Lpd eluddl cpelis sue
Aoy eIl calag eliadl dapusedl 3l 3 duolsg 48,01 2yl " Joul) Calladll” cilgd Capnd
o Ghosll addls JUbYI ade ol Buely) ooyl § Leler Sade BLAIST o3 LS o oylgumell
e i bo @ias Llgild) Aalaie 3 Auclon pdo SLATS) ) 28La) il Jalog 31,al 2500 s,
Aol W) et el o 3) asd 380 aal " Joudl calleall” Ciiad & 1ol cnoal oled> 1500
caddl s LS5l @1 dugadd! Hilally 48,01 Anae s § callanll 1ds a0 Add> (adSG
"G ls” midais alay) 7551 OF way (e FL "Callaall” s Lalgw A1 38,0 ds G Lol g 5 ygudl
odza ST Apygll dpo,all 2pgandt el 6551 Blolin ] oelats a8y padbis e Loy Lo
3o alledl @il il (g osall chmtlly cudgadl ally mladdl Lo (3 aillgguse oy ool

 LALAIST @5 a1 oilaelly @Shmdl ol 193 Bads clya] J) ey ooyl ,SG aiag g ogedl ca il



AoVl Slgally 2,80 ,e¥1 olgall Glotall ss2sll elely Ludaell Ladlan &), LS (25,01 25,00

@bl Radlag S 555 ) Rualpd) Lellalaseo Jdis ains dupel ol e (£ra0) pk 6,581

gl A adl 45 0l
Pk Banull &g dma " (Lo 1 2022 54112 Eolt A5l allyo gty 3laz Lud 6
wobasdl GSley ¥ aladl cleha¥l e Sl¥ll ales (L wyas e gl Ao yall 25 el USss
o] Alall oda 3 Aduandl § @y gl pb e el polic” o Lo ] ooy Jilasy dum gy
il Apgadl Zuyall Lygeazdl il Zedly S s 315K pudeiad Adladsl Ldalis ¥)
dl &bl wlislaall sl us aingy (W G obadl Gagall cuiSe Jbal ogad! Apyall 25 ezl
o s zoyally Adliassl Lidales ae Brassy Jiolss ilgid Guials e peds dee @hlal g All
A3 of e uS559 . Jodl @2l Aoy 3y s Apssliwd) syl dlal G IMazudly sl
O bl dezgiy dialsall @ilkay lazs Lesd clglud) welgd Lok Lole cupas 31 Laylgall Calli,
ASE Cus Aol clel oY ANy duans @ oolall jme A Sasill @) Glie oo sl 2
00 S aansg bumill @a¥ll Bl pliisl e Lialsdl lelyo¥ cpass elpddl ¥gs Alall oil3 < lyl,att
lgluull Tt 2,292l Aasally 4SSl (G5950a0l (o0 4T 5oty Ling 2y oee¥s meplss (ol slp)l s ¥pm
e poladl ¥glns A5 Tl lia ¢y Tmty W s 52 (2 2eald¥) LDl oLy «Jodl G Balead! 8

Bl Lot 1 el Ll Uy el e 158 igoka add Ll Callies (A ol 25 Bygums



Unofficial translation:

With regard to the joint communication addressed by a number of mandate holders
(AL SYR 3/2022), we would like to clarify the following points:

1. With regard to allegations of the absence of procedures to search for missing
persons at the hands of the terrorist group "ISIS", and the absence of investigations
consistent with international standards on mass graves in areas under the control of
the Syrian state:

Law enforcement institutions in the Syrian Arab Republic, led by the Public
Prosecutor and his assistants from the judicial police, are in charge of opening an
independent investigation for each incident of missing persons for whom a
complaint or official notification of their missing has been registered in areas where
the terrorist group "ISIS" controlled or continues to control, in particular in the
north-east of Syria. Such investigations include editing detailed records about the
circumstances and details of the missing, as well as hearing testimonies of
witnesses, and circulating, in the case of a missing person, to all relevant police and
security authorities to follow up on any information in order to find out his fate or
whereabouts. The investigation documents are referred to the competent Public
Prosecution. These procedures are applied to all cases without any discrimination.
2. In order to handle any cases of mass graves in the areas liberated from terrorist
groups, five special teams for mass graves were formed, and each team consisted of
five forensic doctors, 3 in medicine and 2 in dentistry. The methods of work of the
Forensic Medicine Authority in the Syrian Arab Republic have been developed to
identify the bodies that are found. The Syrian Government is working to strengthen
the work of forensic medicine and support it with expertise and training to meet the
needs in this field. The experience of the International Committee of the Red Cross
in this field is used to develop the methods of work in this area and to update it as

forensic medicine is one of the main activities of the Committee. Syrian forensic
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doctors have also been sent to a number of countries to receive training on how to
exhume remains and deal with mass graves.

3. It is noteworthy that the Syrian Arab Red Crescent and the Civil Defense teams
play an important role in exhuming the bodies in case any mass graves are
discovered so that full measures can be taken to identify its identity and hand them
over to their families.

4. There are difficulties in the work of toxicology and DNA labs, including the high
costs of material for DNA analysis, and the difficulty in obtaining it as a result of
the unilateral coercive measures imposed on Syria.

5. We would like to draw the attention that in November 2018, the Syrian Arab
Republic sent two identical letters to the UN Secretary-General and the President of
the Security Council about the discovery of a number of mass graves in the city of
Raqqah, with more than 4,000 bodies, most of whom were women, children and the
elderly. Those graves were discovered under the rubble left behind by bombing of
Raqqah by the "international coalition" forces. especially in the areas of the AL
Hadika al baidaa, Al-Rasheed Stadium and the Zoo. A mass grave was discovered
in agricultural field next to the Children's Hospital and the National Hospital,
containing the remains of 2,500 women, children and elderly person. In addition to
the discovery of a mass grave in the Panorama area containing more than 1,500
bodies of civilians killed in the bombing of the city of Raqqah by the International
Coalition. We would like to point out that these are only examples that reveal the
real role of this coalition in the destruction of the city of Raqqa and the bloody
massacres it committed against the Syrian people, especially in the city of Raqqgah,
which this "coalition" destroyed after evacuated the "ISIS" terrorists from it to
secure their safety, and moved them to other areas. The Syrian Arab Republic at
that time demanded the Security Council to assume its responsibilities in

maintaining international peace and security and to take immediate action to stop
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the coalition’s crimes against the Syrian people and prevent their recurrence. Syria
called for an international investigation on these crimes and massacres which was
discovered in Raqqah, and reiterated its demands that other end the aggressive
presence of the American forces and other illegal foreign forces on the Syrian
territory, and prevent the implementation of their plans aimed at undermining the
territorial integrity and unity of the Syrian Arab Republic.

6. With regard of addressing a joint communication on May 12, 2022 to the so-
called "Syrian Democratic Council":

The Syrian Arab Republic reiterates that Special Procedures mandate holders have
no mandate to send official messages to so-called "non-state actors", which are, in
this case, in fact nothing more than a separatist militia used as a tool to threaten the
territorial integrity and unity of the Syrian Arab Republic. The Syrian Arab
Republic regrets the failure of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, so far, to put an end to these breaches aimed at promoting working methods
based on establishing official channels of communication with a separatist militia
and thus departing from impartiality and professional independence in favor of
political agendas against the territorial integrity and unity of States. Syria stresses
that this violates the standards stipulated in the Code of Conduct with regard to
methods of communication and addressing communications. On the other hand, the
Charter of the United Nations remains the cornerstone in implementing the
mandate of the Special Procedures. The resolutions related to the mandate of the
Special Procedures experts confirmed the respect of the UN Charter, and each of
these experts undertakes when assuming their mandate to do so. It seems it is
necessary to recall the essential character of the principle of sovereign equality
among states, and that territorial integrity is an integral part of this principle. All
attempts to undermine it, in part or in whole, violate not only the Code of Conduct,

but also the principles enshrined in the UN Charter.
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