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Geneva, 1 February 2022
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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations Office and
other international organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights, and wishes to refer to the joint communication
reference (AL BHR 5/2021), dated 30 December 2021, regarding information received
concerning the further deterioration of the health of human rights defender Abduljalil Al-

Singace

In this regard, the Mission has the honor to enclose herewith an explanatory note on

the aforementioned case..

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurance of its

highest consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

The Secretariat of the special Procedure of the Human Rights Council

Email: ohchr-cpu@un.org
Ohchr-registry@un.or
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(Translated from Arabic)

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations

Geneva

Explanatory note

Concerning Abduljalil Al-Singace

With reference to joint communication AL BHR 5/2021 of 30
December 2021 by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders, the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment
of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and the
Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, concerning
the health of Abduljalil Al-Singace and information they received in this
regard, we wish to provide the following information. Further to the
previous response by the Government of Bahrain of 9 December 2021 to
joint communication AL BHR 4/2021 dated 15 November 2021, we attach
the medical report of the person concerned issued by the Government
Hospitals Administration responsible for overseeing the country's public

hospitals and health centres.

We would also like to report that the the Reform and Rehabilitation
Institution carries out all its work on the basis of the Reform and
Rehabilitation Institution Act and its implementing regulations as well as
international legal standards that promote respect for human rights.
Accordingly, during his time in the reform and rehabilitation centre, like
other inmates, he received comprehensive care and was granted all the
rights established by law, including the right to communicate with his
family and the right to receive visits on an ongoing basis, unless there is a

legal reason to prevent this.

During the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, in order to
protect the health and safety of the individual in question and the other
inmates and their families, a series of precautionary measures was
introduced in accordance with the traffic light alert system and guidelines
issued by the National COVID-19 Medical Team. When the traffic light

alert system was at its lowest level, the person concerned was allowed one
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visit per week; otherwise he is granted a video call. Telephone calls are

allowed continuously.

According to the register of visits, he received 17 visits to the
hospital between 8 January 2021 and 16 January 2022. He had 20 video
calls between 7 July 2021 and 17 November 2021. He is also able to
communicate with his family by telephone, and did so most recently on 15
January 2022.

With regard to the allegation that he disappeared for two months and
was subjected to various forms of ill-treatment, it is stressed that the
information contained in the communication is untrue and unsubstantiated.
He is serving a life sentence following his conviction on several charges:
attempting to overthrow the regime, inciting hatred against the regime,
sharing information with a hostile country in its military operations or
damaging the country’s military operations, advocating regime change
using force or illegal means, possession of publications or recording
equipment with the intent of promoting regime change, instigating the
overthrow or change of the regime, and inciting hatred against a group or
groups of people through publications. He was brought before the
competent judicial authorities within the legally established period, and all
of the legal procedures taken in respect of this individual are lawful and
legitimate and do not violate the Constitution or the laws in force in
Bahrain, meaning that they are in line with the human rights principles
established in national and international legal instruments. This therefore

contradicts the claim that he disappeared.

In response to the inquiry about the confiscation of the papers that
he wrote and smuggled from the reform and rehabilitation centre, it should
be noted that no research materials belonging to him were confiscated, but
a set of handwritten notebooks was seized in the possession of another
inmate during his release on 9 April 2021. Following an investigation, it
was found that the seized handwritten notebooks belonged to inmate
Abduljalil Al-Singace, who was intending to smuggle them for the purpose
of printing and publishing them, as he later admitted. The prison sentence
entails depriving the convicted person of legally prescribed rights and
benefits from the day of sentencing until the sentence has been served. This
means he is ineligible to serve as director or editor of a newspaper, as stated
in article 53 (6) of Decree No. 15 of 1976 promulgating the Criminal Code.
The publication of works by inmates requires a contract with a publishing

house, which is considered an administrative act. It is legally established
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that persons serving prison sentences are not eligible to carry out any
administrative acts while serving their sentences. The publication of these

works at that time was thus legally invalid.

Accordingly, it is concluded that the research materials were not
confiscated, as stated in the communication, but were kept together with
his stored belongings in the inmate property storage room at the reform and
rehabilitation centre, as they constitute a violation of article 64 (5) of the
implementing regulations of the Reform and Rehabilitation Institution Act
(No. 18) of 2014, which stipulates that bringing in or taking out
communications other than by lawful means is considered a violation that
merits a disciplinary penalty against inmates or persons in provisional

detention.

In conclusion, we affirm our commitment to the principle of respect
for human rights represented in all the rights and freedoms enjoyed by
everyone and established in many international and national legal
instruments, and the consolidation of justice and the rule of law, based on
the provisions of the Constitution, international treaties and agreements and
national laws. This is done by following all necessary legal procedures,
ensuring that all inmates are provided with comprehensive health care, and
enabling them to communicate with their families in accordance with the
applicable procedures in this regard, without any discrimination on the

grounds of gender, origin, language, religion or belief.
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