




Information on the alleged threats, online harassment, and smear campaign 

against human rights defender Ms. S. Blahodeteleva -Vovk  

(submitted by the National Police of Ukraine) 

 

Darnytsia Police Department of the Main Directorate of National Police in Kyiv is 
conducting a pre-trial investigation in the criminal proceedings № 12020105020001117 
on the grounds of a criminal offence under Article 350 (1) (“threat or violence against a 
public official or a citizen in the performance of a public duty”) of the Criminal Code of 
Ukraine (hereinafter - the CCU). 

Compliance with the law during an inquiry in criminal proceeding in the form of 
procedural guidance of the pre-trial investigation is overseen by the prosecutor of the 
Darnytsia District Prosecutor's Office of Kyiv. 

During the pre-trial investigation, Ms. Svitlana Blahodietielieva-Vovk was interrogated as 
a victim regarding the circumstances of the criminal offense committed. 

In this criminal proceeding, other investigative (search) actions are carried out to 
establish the circumstances of the criminal offense and the persons involved in its 
committment. 

Furthermore it was established that on October 23, 2020, Ms.  counsel of the 
Ms. S. Blahodeteleva -Vovk, made a request to the Darnytsia Police Department to grant 
a safety measures to her defendant. 

On November 30, 2020, the investigator of the Darnytsia Police Department refused the 
application above since there were no grounds to take security measures specified in the 
Article 2 of the Law of Ukraine "On Ensuring the Security of Persons Participating in 
Criminal Proceedings" and Article 20 of the Law. 

At the same time, a copy of the letter of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine No 
413/14-194/062/2-96021 dated 01.12.2021, contatining a copy of the Joint 
Communication of the Special Procedures, Ref: AL UKR 7/2021, is now attached to the 
materials of the criminal proceedings №12020105020001117 to verify the arguments in 
the manner prescribed by the criminal procedure legislation of Ukraine during the pre-
trial investigation in the criminal proceedings. An assessment of the actions of certain 
persons will be provided based on the results of the pre-trial investigation.  

The pre-trial investigation in this criminal case is underway, and its course is under the 
control of the Inquiry Division of the National Police of Ukraine.  

As Article 387 (Disclosure of information on investigative actions and pre-trial 
investigation) of the CCU envisages a criminal liability for disclosing information on pre-
trial investigation, thus it is impossible to provide more details on the specific criminal 
proceedings. 
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