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Information from the Russian Federation in response to the joint communication from special 

procedures of the Human Rights Council concerning the problem of ensuring access to 

vaccines against COVID-19 

Reference: OL RUS 11/2021 

 Since the start of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, the position of principle 

espoused by the Russian Federation on ensuring universal access to vaccines against COVID-19 has 

remained unchanged. We consider the immunization of the world's population to be an important 

task in combating the spread of this infection. We oppose the politicization of the issue of vaccine 

distribution. We confirm our openness to cooperation in this area, with all interested parties, on a 

non-discriminatory and transparent basis. 

 In United Nations and other multilateral forums, as well as in bilateral contacts, Russia has 

noted with concern the uneven distribution of vaccines, diagnostic means and treatments for 

COVID-19. Our country has also supported relevant declarations and resolutions. 

 At the same time, it must be noted that, when considering the problem of ensuring equal 

access to COVID-19 vaccines, greater attention should be paid to such aspects as: 

- The complexity of the vaccine registration procedures of the World Health Organization 

(WHO) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the tailoring of those procedures 

to Western manufacturers, which is leading to the restriction of supplies from countries 

that have historically operated under other standards 

- The statements by some Western politicians and government officials calling for 

restrictions on the distribution in a number of countries of vaccines produced by Russian 

and Chinese manufacturers, potentially affecting the accessibility of vaccination for 

ordinary citizens and pricing on the vaccine market 

- The information campaign aimed at discrediting the Sputnik V vaccine in a number of 

countries, as well as the dissemination of misinformation on immunization 

- The lack of transparency in the functioning of the COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access 

(COVAX) Facility, its procedures and the efforts to distribute vaccines to countries in 

need 
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 As at 1 November 2021, five vaccines against COVID-19 had been registered in the Russian 

Federation: Sputnik V and Sputnik Light (developed by the N.F. Gamaleya National Research 

Centre for Epidemiology and Microbiology); EpiVacCorona and EpiVacCorona-N (developed by 

the Vector State Scientific Centre for Virology and Biotechnology); and CoviVac (developed by the 

M.P. Chumakov Federal Scientific Centre for Immunobiology Research and Development, an 

institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences). Four vaccines are used to vaccinate the population: 

Sputnik V, Sputnik Light, CoviVac and EpiVacCorona (clinical trials for the EpiVacCorona-N 

vaccine are ongoing). A number of other drugs against COVID-19 are in development. 

 Russian COVID-19 vaccines are being promoted on foreign markets by the Russian Direct 

Investment Fund (RDIF). Sputnik V accounts for the bulk of supplies. As at the beginning of 

November 2021, the drug is registered in 70 countries and is being supplied to more than 50 

countries. 

 Unlike some Western manufacturers of COVID-19 vaccines, Russia not only exports the 

finished product but also actively promotes local production of vaccines in foreign countries, within 

the framework of industrial cooperation and technology transfer. 

 Our country also ships humanitarian supplies of COVID-19 vaccines abroad. 

 We assume that more active promotion of Russian drugs in foreign countries, including on a 

pro bono basis, will be facilitated by the successful completion of the WHO and EMA expert 

assessments of Sputnik V, which remain ongoing. 

 Regarding temporary exemption from intellectual property rights protections for COVID-19 

vaccines (the so-called "TRIPS waiver"), the Russian Federation supports and is taking part in the 

negotiations under way at the World Trade Organization (WTO) in Geneva aimed at increasing the 

role of multilateral trade in the global fight against the pandemic, including by addressing trade-

related aspects of intellectual property rights. 

 Russia recognizes the importance of universal availability of COVID-19 vaccines and drugs. 

In this context, we are carefully analysing the relevant initiatives for simplified access to medical 

products used in the fight against COVID-19. At the same time, we are exploring all available 

opportunities under the TRIPS/WTO Agreement that could be leveraged to benefit developing and 

least developed countries for the purpose of combating the pandemic. 

----- 










