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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and, with reference to the
joint urgent appeal from the special procedures of 3 September 2021
UA BLR 9/2021, has the honour to forward an information (see enclosure) of the
competent Belarusian authorities on the situation on the borders between Belarus
and Latvia, Lithuania and Poland.

The Permanent Mission also recalls its Notes Verbale No 02-16/870 of
3 September 2021 and No 02-17/1043/4 of 28 October 2021, which should be
considered as part of this response to the aforementioned appeal.

The Permanent Mission additionally notes the following.

It is obvious that Poland has an intransigent attitude towards migrants who try to
enter the country by the northern route, using the territory of Belarus for this
purpose. Their security services’ methods are punitive — several people have been
killed in fact at the polish side of the border. The Polish side refuses any contact to
investigate these cases.

Facts of cruel and inhuman treatment by the Polish, Lithuanian and Latvian sides
of the migrants and asylum seekers are abundant and well recorded. Those acts
constitute grave violations of their international obligation under the 1951 UN
Convention on the status of refugees.

Our conclusions are shared by numerous citizens, NGOs and media of Poland,
Lithuania and Latvia. For the sake of brevity, we provide here only few examples
from Poland. '

In late October, the newspaper “Gazeta Wyborcza” published a statement by
human rights activists claiming that dozens of migrant people stranded at the
border were in need of urgent medical care. The Polish authorities do not allow
medics from nongovernmental human rights organisations to examine migrants
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stuck at the border. Even an attempt at mediation by a high-ranking representative
of the Catholic Church has not affected Warsaw’s position on this issue.

According to “Doctors Without Borders”, Archbishop of Gniezno and Primate of
Poland Wojciech Polak (a cleric with supreme spiritual jurisdiction over other
bishops in the country) has requested the Interior Ministry to allow medics to visit
the migrants. However, the archbishop was refused. The organization “Doctors
Without Borders” notes that the Polish border authorities also refuse to cooperate
with them, citing the state of emergency in the border zone, which has been in
force since 2 September 2021.

To justify the imposition of a state of emergency, various restrictions on rights and
freedoms, the denial of access to medical and other assistance and their cruel
policies towards migrants and asylum seekers, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia have
fantasised about the so-called “hybrid war” unleashed by the Republic of Belarus.
They are also beginning to shift responsibility for their actions onto migrants and
asylum seekers, increasingly blaming the latter for their aggressive behaviour. The
authorities of these countries prefer not to mention that it is the security services
that provoke migrants and asylum seekers into such actions.

In addition, insulting and derogatory statements against migrants and asylum
seekers have been documented on the part of some Lithuanian politicians.
For example, it was suggested that migrants and refugees could be used as labour
to build a fence on the border with Belarus. This proposal was made on 22 October
2021 by a member of the Lithuanian Seimas (Parliament) Mr. Petras Grazulis, who
registered a relevant amendment to the law at the legislative assembly’s secretariat.
“I propose to introduce a provision in the law on the legal status of foreigners
stating that migrants of working age who crossed the border illegally may be
employed in the labour market, public works, including the construction of a
physical barrier at the border before a decision on an asylum request is made,” he
told reporters. According to Mr. Grazulis, such a measure would ease the burden
on the budget, which finances the maintenance of migrants, and help prevent a
flow of migrants.

It is regrettable that the OHCHR and the special procedures, amid the undeniable
facts of violations by the authorities of Poland, Lithuania and Latvia of their
international human rights obligations, prefer to refrain from publicly commenting
such actions. As Belarus has repeatedly pointed out, including during sessions of
the UN Human Rights Council, this approach is unacceptable as it encourages
impunity and in fact encourages further unlawful actions by security services of
these countries.

In this context, the Permanent Mission once again draws attention to the
inadmissibility of double standards in the activities of UN human rights
mechanisms.

In light of this, the Permanent Mission considers that, with a standing invitation,
the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants should request urgent
visits to Poland, Lithuania and Latvia as soon as possible in order to avoid further
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casualties among migrants and asylum seekers.

Furthermore, the Permanent Mission believes that, in accordance with the mandate,
the aforementioned actions of the Polish, Lithuanian and Latvian authorities should
also be brought to public attention by the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, as she has done repeatedly in other similar instances.

The Belarusian side reserves the right to keep this issue under the public scrutiny
of the international community, including the Human Rights Council, including in
terms of the measures taken by human rights mechanisms to respond to the brutal
actions of the authorities in Poland, Lithuania and Latvia.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus avails itself of this opportunity
to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurances of its high consideration. } :

Encl. 2 pages in Russian Py

Geneva, 5 November 2021
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Situation on the border of Belarus with Latvia, Lithuania and Poland

The Republic of Belarus, due to its geographical situation and openness,
is a place of transit along the way for refugees heading for the countries of the
European Union (EU), first and foremost Germany, France and Great Britain.

Their travel is organized by Turkish firms located in their countries of
origin, but their movements, after breaching the border, are assisted by criminal
gangs in the territory of the EU. This is evidenced by the multiple arrests by the
law enforcement authorities of States bordering Belarus of accomplices
including citizens of European countries and persons having the right of abode
in countries of the European Union.

To no small extent, the illegal migration flow is largely promoted by the
EU countries’ avowed readiness to accept refugees. Together with the
conditions created for them, this naturally prompts people who have been forced
to migrate to search for new routes for entry, even unlawfully, into the territory
of the European Union.

Historically, the Republic of Belarus has been a “bridge” between east
and west. Objectively this is reflected by its being one of many routes into EU
States.

Such situations already arose in previous years. A hefty migration flow
was recorded between 2011 and 2014. During that period, all the issues related
to combating illegal migration were effectively solved by Belarusian specialists
in collaboration with colleagues from neighbouring EC countries and with the
support of international organizations. Joint measures were taken and the border
was jointly equipped with the necessary facilities. There was no question of
“migration crises’.

Recently, for political reasons, the European Union has imposed sanctions
on Belarus and scaled back not only all cross-border cooperation on border
issues but also international technical assistance, which naturally reduces the
ability of Belarus jointly to protect the border.

As the bordering EU countries are unable on their own to control the
situation on the border, they are aggravating the situation while ignoring the
principles of bilateral cooperation in border protection. Furthermore, they are
employing very radical methods to block migration flows.



The authorities of Poland and Lithuania unlawfully transport refugees
who have sought asylum in Poland and Lithuania to the border and try to eject
them into Belarusian territory. Often these actions are accompanied by the use
of crude physical force and special equipment against the migrants.

The migrants’ documents and mobile telephones are confiscated. They are
intimidated by the threat of the use of weapons and police dogs, including
against women and children.

The authorities of these States are attempting to cover up the real extent of
these offences. This is facilitated by emergency rules introduced in the border
area which severely limit visits to the border area by representatives of human
rights and civil society organizations and the mass media.

The policy of expelling refugees violates international law and existing
bilateral agreements.

For example, under the border regime agreement between Belarus and
Lithuania, persons who have breached the border from Belarusian territory and
apply for asylum, may not be returned to Belarus by Lithuania. As for the
agreement with Poland, the grounds formally embodied in international law for
the reception and transfer of citizens of third countries who have breached the
common border do not exist.

In turn, in the absence of any evidence of the breaching of the border by
migrants from the territory of Belarus, there are grounds for suggesting that the
expelled groups might include migrants who have arrived in EU countries from
other directions, via the Balkan overland route, etc. It cannot be ruled out that
among the expelled persons there are some who are involved in terrorist
activities by illegal armed groups.

In these circumstances, Belarus cannot allow the entry of such groups into
its territory. All, often demonstrative, moves of the neighbouring State, are
thwarted without the use of physical force, directly at the State border of the
Republic of Belarus, without the penetration of Belarusian territory.

Hence, the responsibility for the plight of the “stranded” refugees on the
territory of the bordering State and for possible adverse consequences lies
entirely with the authorities of Latvia, Lithuania and Poland.

Belarus regularly corresponds with the border authorities of neighbouring
EU States on the issue of attempts at the enforced removal of foreign citizens to
the territory of the Republic of Belarus. However, the authorities of
neighbouring States refuse to cooperate in the resolution of the situation which
has arisen.



O curyanuu Ha rpanuue begapycu
¢ JlarBueii, JIutBou u Ioabiuen

Pecny6nmka benmapych, ucxonss u3 reorpaduyecKkoro TMOJOXKEHUS U
OTKPBITOCTHU, BBICTYAET B KAUECTBE TPAH3UTHOI'O IIYHKTA HA MYTH OEXKEHIIEB, a
KOHEYHOW TOYKOM SIBIIAIOTCA CTPAaHbl EBpONENCKOro corosa.

[Ipexxne Bcero, 310 ['epmanusa, @panuus, BenukoObpuranus.
Opranuzanueil HMX MYyTEUIeCTBUS BBICTYNAIOT TYpPUCTUUYECKUE (DUPMBI,
HaxoJsIIHeCs] B CTpaHaXx HMCXOJa, a MOMOILIb B HMX IEPEMELICHUU IIOCTE
HapyILICHHs TPAHULIBI OKa3bIBAOT KPUMHUHAIBHBIE CTPYKTYpPbl HA TEPPUTOPHUU
EC. O6 »TOM CBHIETEIbCTBYIOT MHOTOYUCICHHBbIE (DAaKThl 3a/IepKaHUS
IIPAaBOOXPAHUTEILHBIMU OpraHaMH COIpEeNebHbIX ¢ benapycero rocyaapcts
MOCOOHUKOB M3 YKCJIA TPAKJIAH €BPONEHCKUX CTpaH, a TAKXKe JIMI], UMEIOLIUX
BUJ HA JKUTEIBCTBO B CTpaHax EBpONENCKOro coro3a.

B Hemanoif cremneHu oOpa3oBaHUIO MOTOKOB HE3aKOHHOM MUTpallUU
CIIOCOOCTBYET IIKMPOKO Aekinapupyemas crpaHamMu EC roToBHOCTh IPUHUMATh
OexeHlleB. B COBOKyMHOCTH C CO3[aBaeéMbIMU JJiIi HHUX YCIOBUSMH 3TO
3aKOHOMEPHO TMOATAJIKUBACT BBIHYKJICHHBIX MUIPAHTOB K IIOMCKY HOBBIX
MyTEN NPOHUKHOBEHUS Ha TEPPUTOPHUIO EBpOCOr03a, B TOM YHCIIE HE3aKOHHBIM
CIIOCOOOM.

Pecniy6nuka benapych, MCTOPHUYECKH SIBISIOMIASCS «MOCTOMY» MEXKIY
Bocrokom u 3anagom, 0ObEKTUBHO BHIOMPAETCS UMHU B Kau€CTBE OJHOTO U3
MHOTI'MX MapmpyToB B rocynapctsa EC.

B mpenpinyniue roapl yxe BO3HUMKaIM Takue cutyanuu. B 2011-2014
rolax OTMEYasCs CEPbE3HBIM MUTPALMOHHBIA ITOTOK TPaXKJaH. B aToT nmepuon
BCE BOIIPOCHI, CBA3aHHBbIE ¢ OOpbOOIl C HelerajabHOW MUTrpaleil pelaimuch
3¢ PexTUBHO OETOPYCCKUMU CIEIHAIMCTAMH C KOJUIETAMU M3 COMPEACIIbHBIX
ctpad EC mpu moaaep:kke MeXAyHapoIHbIX opranuzauuii. [IpoBoauinchk
COBMECTHBIE MEPONPHUSITHSI, COBMECTHO oOycTpauBasiach rpaHuna. M Hukakux
BOITPOCOB C «MUTPAILMOHHBIMU KPHU3UCAMM» HE BOZHUKAJIO.

B Tekymui nepruos 1o noJuTHIeCKMM MOTUBaM EBpONIEMCKHUI COIO3 BBEII
CaHKIMU MpOTUB benapycu H CBEpHYJT BCE MNPOEKTHI TPAHCTPAHUYHOTO
COTPYAHUYECTBA MO IOIPAHUYHBIM BONPOCAM, a TAKXKE MEXIYHAPOIHOM
TEXHUYECKOW MOMOIIH, YTO 3aKOHOMEPHO CHIXKAET BO3MOXKHOCTH OETI0PYCCKO
CTOPOHBI IO 00ECTIEUYEHUIO0 OXPAaHbl COBMECTHOM IPaHMUIIBI.

Conpenenbabie ctpanbl EC, HE uMesi BO3MOXXHOCTEH CaMOCTOSITEIbHO
KOHTPOJHUPOBATh CUTYALIMIO HA TPAHUIE, YCYTYOJSIOT CUTYallUIO0, UTHOPUPYS
IIPUHLMIIBI JBYCTOPOHHEIO COTPYIHHMYECTBA O €€ oxpaHe. boisee Toro, umu
MIPUMEHSIIOTCS. CaMble PaJUKaJbHbIE METOJbl IMPEIMSATCTBUS MHUIPALUOHHBIM
MTOTOKaM.

Bnactamu Ilonpmm n JIMTBBI OCYIIECTBIIAETCS HE3AKOHHAs JOCTaBKa K
IPAaHUIIE W MPEANPUHUMAIOTCS TOMNBITKKM CUJIOBOIO BBbIAABIMBAaHUS Ha
OCJIOPYCCKYIO TEPPUTOPHIO OCIKEHIIEB, TOMPOCUBIINX yoexkuia B [lomnpie u
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JIutBe. 3ayacTyr0 [aHHbIC [ECWUCTBUS COIPOBOXKIAKOTCS IPUMEHEHUEM B
OTHOIIEHUH MUTPAHTOB IpyOOi (PH3HUECKON CUIIBI M CHICLIMATIBHBIX CPEJICTB.

VY OeXeHLEB HW3bIMAIOTCS JIOKYMEHThl W MOOWIbHBIE TeNne(hOHbL
Ocy1ecTBIsSETCS UX 3alyTMBAHUE YTPO30i MPUMEHEHUS OPYKHUS U CITY>KEOHBIX
co0ak, B TOM YHKCJI€ B OTHOILICHUH KEHIIUH U JAETEH.

Biiactu 3TMX rocynapcTB NpeaIpUHUMAIOT MOMBITKA CKPBITh UCTUHHBIE
MacTaObl HAPYIIEHUH. ITOMY CIIOCOOCTBYIOT BBEJCHHBIC HA MPUTPAHUYHON
TEPPUTOPUHU YPE3BBIYANHBIE PEKUMBI, KOTOPBIMU YCTAaHABIIMBAKOTCS JKECTKUE
OrpaHWYEHUs Ha IMOCEIICHUE MPUIPAHUYHOM TEPPUTOPUU MPEICTABUTEIIIMU
MpaBO3alIMTHBIX U  OOILIECTBEHHBIX OpraHU3aluid, CpPEJICTB MacCOBOU
uH(pOpMALIHH.

[TonuTHKa CUIIOBOTO BHITECHEHUSI OEKEHLIEB, UJET B pa3pe3 ¢ HOpMaMu
MEXyHApOJHOT O IIpaBa U ACHCTBYIOIIMMH JIBYCTOPOHHUMHU COIIAILICHUSMU.

Tak, cormacHO IOroBOpy O pPEXUME IpaHuLbl Mexay bemapycbro u
JIuTBOI rpaxaaHe, KOTOpPbIE HAPYUIWINA TPAHUILy ¢ OEOPYCCKOM TeppUTOpUU
U 3anpocuin yOexuile, He MOryT ObIThb IepeAaHbl bemapycu JIMTOBCKOM
ctopoHoi. Urto kacaercsi goroBopHoil 0a3bl ¢ [lombmiedt, To (popmanbHO
3aKpEIUVIEHHBIX B MEXIYHAapOJHO-IPAaBOBOM OTHOLIEHUM OCHOBAHMM IS
OCYLIECTBJICHUS TIpUEMA-NIEpeaud TPaXJaH TPETbUX CTPaH, HAPYLIMBLIMX
COBMECTHYIO T'PaHUILy HET.

B cBow ouepenap, Mpu OTCYTCTBUM KaKUX-IMOO TOKA3aTeIbCTB
HapyILICHHs TPAHULIBl MUTPAHTaMU C TEPPUTOPUM benmapycu, ecTb OCHOBAaHHMS
MpeanoiaraTh, 4ro B BBITECHSEMBIX TPYIINAaXx MOTYT OBbITh MUIPAHTHI,
nonaBmue B crpanbl EC ¢  UWHBIX HampaBieHUW — OaJKaHCKUM,
CPEAM3EMHOMOPCKMM IIyTeM M T.A. Hemp3d wuckirodars, 4YTO Cpeau
BBITECHSAEMBIX JIUI] MOTYT OKa3aTbCsl T€, KTO MPUYACTEH K TEPPOPHUCTHUECKOM
JesITEIbHOCTH, HE3aKOHHBIM BOOPY>KEHHBIM (DOPMUPOBAHUSIM.

B stux ycnoBusix, benapych HeE MOKET AOIYCTUTH 3aX0Ja TaKUX TPy
Ha CBOIO TEPPUTOPHIO. Bce MONBITKM CONPEAEIbHOM CTOPOHBI, 3a4acCTYO
JEMOHCTPATUBHBIC, OJOKUPYIOTCS 0e3 TpuMeHEHUS (U3UIECKON CHIIBI
HEIMOCPEJCTBEHHO Y JINHUU TOCYJapCTBEHHOU rpaHulibl Pecyonuku benapyce,
0e3 X 3ax0/1a Ha OEJIOPYCCKYIO0 TEPPUTOPHIO.

Takum o00pa3oMm, OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a COCTOSIHHE «3aCTPSIBIIMX)»
OEKEHLIEB, HAaXOIALIMXCS HAa CONPENEIbHOM TEPPUTOPUHU, U BO3MOXKHBIC
HETaTUBHBIC TOCJIC/ICTBUS, JIGKUT LEIUKOM Ha BiacTsax JlarBuu, JIuTBBI M
[Tompmn.

benopycckass cTopoHa Ha MOCTOSIHHOW OCHOBE BEAET MEPENHUCKY C
MOIPaHUYHBIMU BEJOMCTBAaMU cOMpeaenbHbIXx rocynapcts EC mo Bompocy
MONBITOK CUJIOBOTO BBIABOPEHUSI MHOCTPAHHBIX TPAXKJAH HAa TEPPUTOPHUIO
Pecnnyonuku  benapycs. OnHako, BIIACTH CONpPENETbHBIX TOCYIapCTB
OTKa3bIBAIOTCS OT B3aMMOJICUCTBUS B Pa3pEUICHUN BO3HHUKIIECH CUTYALNH.



