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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions; the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances; the Special Rapporteur on minority issues; the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion
or belief; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms while countering terrorism and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, and would like to refer to the latter’s joint communication ref:
UA SAU 10/2021 dated 27 August 2021. The Permanent Mission has the honor to attach herewith
the reply of the Saudi Government on the aforementioned communication.
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or Involuntary Disappearances; the Special Rapporteur on minority issues; the Special Rapporteur
on freedom of religion or belief; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human
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and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, the assurance of its highest
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(Translated from Arabic)
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabic to the United Nations Office at Geneva
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
to the United Nations and international organizations in Geneva

1. Response to the request to provide any additional information and/or comments on

the allegations.

We wish to stress that the information contained in the joint communication is
inaccurate and includes false allegations and claims that are based on information received
from the source that is devoid of any evidence or proof. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
taken the following steps to investigate the allegations and to clarify all relevant facts, in

line with its policy of cooperation with international human rights procedures.

The joint communication contains allegations related to the search of

Mohammed Al-Shakhouri’s residence and his being denied legal aid.

His home was searched pursuant to a search warrant issued by the competent
authority in accordance with article 16 of the Terrorist Crimes Act (2013). He was able to
hire a lawyer and meet with him on a regular basis. He was detained in the General

Directorate of Investigation Prison in Dammam in the Eastern Province.

The joint communication contains allegations that Mohammed Al-
Shakhouri’s health deteriorated as a result of torture and that the authorities denied
him access to a doctor and to medicine, and that Asaad Makki was tortured and
threatened that his family would be detained, as a result of which his health

deteriorated, and the authorities denied him treatment.

These allegations are unfounded. The two men have received the necessary
medical care since the beginning of their detention, like other detainees and prisoners.
They are in good health and all of their vital signs are good. They receive due care and
attention. They have not been subjected to torture. Under Saudi Arabian law, arrested
persons may not be subjected to physical or mental harm or to torture or degrading
treatment. The interrogation of accused persons is to be conducted in a manner that does
not influence their will to make statements and they may not be required to take an oath

or be subjected to coercive measures. The laws of Saudi Arabia prohibit and punish

torture, as will be explained later. of Ol
L
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The allegation that Asaad Makki was threatened with the detention of his family
is false. Penalties are personal and there can be no offence and no penalty save on the basis
of sharia or statutory provisions. No penalty can be imposed save for acts committed
subsequent to the enactment of a law, in accordance with article 38 of the Basic Law of
Governance. Saudi laws prohibit any restriction of movement of individuals, detention or
imprisonment save in accordance with the law, in line with article 36 of the Law, which

guarantees the security of all citizens and residents on national territory.

The joint communication includes the allegation that the coerced confessions

of Mohammed Al-Shakhouri and Asaad Makki were used as evidence of guilt.

This allegation is untrue. The two men confessed before the investigating
authority entirely of their own free will and, in conformity with article 101 (2) of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, confirmed their confessions to the charges brought against them
during the court proceedings. They have full legal capacity and they did not plead before

the court under duress.

The court examined all the factual and presumptive evidence against the two men
in question and concluded therefrom that they had committed the crimes for which they
were convicted and that they were one of the violent elements at the events described in

response No. 2 below.

In making a judgment, the judge does not rely on confessions but on factual and
presumptive evidence, arrest and search reports, witness testimonies, and cross-
examinations and statements heard during the trial proceedings. Measures taken by the
judge in that context may comprise hearing witnesses, visiting and inspecting the scene of
the offence, and seeking the assistance of experts, including forensic physicians. As the
trial serves as the final investigation, it necessitates safeguards and protection for the
parties involved. Article 161 of the Code of Criminal Procedure stipulates that if accused
persons confess at any time to the charges against them, the court must hear their
statements and question them on the details. It is a violation of the Islamic sharia and Saudi
law to obtain evidence through torture and, under article 187 of the Code, any course of

action that is contrary to the Islamic sharia and applicable statutory law is invalid.

Under the law, all accused persons are guaranteed a fair and public trial before an
independent court, and a series of legal safeguards are provided. For example, under article
38 of the Basic Law of Governance, no act may be regarded as criminal except on the
basis of specific sharia or statutory provisions. For its part, article 3 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure states that no one may be sentenced to a criminal penalty unless he or
she is convicted of an act that is prohibited by sharia or statutory law. In this way, the law
envisages a number of procedural safeguards which regulate criminal proceedings,
guarantee the rights of defendants and ensure that the latter are presumed innocent until

found guilty under a final court judgment.
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Response to the request to provide detailed information on the factual and legal
grounds for the arrest, detention and trial of Mr. Al-Shakhouri and Mr. Shubbar
and their compliance with the obligations of Saudi Arabia under international
human rights standards, including in relation to Mr. Shubbar’s rights as a member

of the Shia minority.

The two men were arrested based on evidence that they had committed terrorist
crimes affecting the security of the State, smuggling weapons and explosives from hostile
countries into Saudi Arabia, training to use them for the purpose of carrying out terrorist
crimes, and financing terrorism, which are valid reasons for arresting and prosecuting
them. Under the Terrorist Crimes and their Financing Act (2013), these crimes must be
combated and the perpetrators punished in order to preserve the security and safety of the
domestic population and the international community, in line with international standards
and the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, by preventing and combating

terrorism.

The factual and legal grounds for arresting and prosecuting the two individuals

are as follows:

The two men were arrested pursuant to arrest warrants issued in accordance with
article 4 of the Terrorist Crimes and their Financing Act (2013), and detained in
accordance with article 2 of the Act. Their detention was extended in accordance with
article 5 of the Act and Mohammed Al-Shakhouri was charged with a number of terrorist

offences, including:

1. Joining an armed terrorist organization that aims to carry out terrorist
operations in Saudi Arabia, in the interests, and with the financing, of
a hostile State.

2. Receiving training in terrorist camps outside Saudi Arabia on the use
of weapons and explosives, how they are manufactured and supplied,
and on military operations with the aim of carrying out terrorist
crimes in Saudi Arabia.

3. Surveillance of security officers and security teams and monitoring
roads with the intention of targeting them.

4. Shooting at security officers three times with the intention of killing

them, in conjunction with a member of the terrorist entity.

5. Sharing information with a foreign State hostile to Saudi Arabia with
the intention of carrying out terrorist operations in Saudi Arabia.
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6. Co-founding a terrorist cell aimed at luring young people and
recruiting them to join armed terrorist training camps outside the
country, and recruiting a number of them.

7. Possession, manufacture and processing of weapons and explosives
for use in terrorist crimes in Saudi Arabia, crimes punishable under
the Arms and Ammunition Act.

8. Participating, with a number of wanted persons, in the kidnapping of
a judge from the Shia community, with the intention of killing him.

9. Monitoring the house of an engineer from the Shia community, with
the intention of targeting and abducting him, and shooting and
injuring him.

10. Financing terrorism and terrorist acts, criminal offences punishable
under the Anti-Money Laundering Act.

11. Preparation, transmission and storage of material prejudicial to public
order, acts which are criminalized and punishable pursuant to the
Repression of Cybercrime Act.

Asaad Makki Shubbar was also charged with a number of terrorist crimes,

including:

12. Joining an armed terrorist organization that aims to carry out terrorist
operations in Saudi Arabia, in the interests, and with the financing, of
a hostile State.

13. Receiving training in terrorist camps outside Saudi Arabia on the use
of weapons and explosives, how they are manufactured and supplied,
and on military operations with the aim of carrying out terrorist
crimes in Saudi Arabia.

14. Shooting at security officers with the intention of killing them, in
conjunction with a member of the terrorist entity.

15. Surveillance of security officers and security teams and monitoring
roads with the intention of targeting them.

16. Sharing information with a foreign State hostile to Saudi Arabia with
the intention of carrying out terrorist operations in Saudi Arabia.

17. Co-founding a terrorist cell aimed at luring young people and
recruiting them to join armed terrorist training camps outside the
country, and recruiting a number of them.
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18. Possession of weapons and ammunition with the intent of
undermining internal security, criminal offences punishable under the
Arms and Ammunition Act.

19. Financing terrorism and terrorist acts, criminal offences punishable
under the Anti-Money Laundering Act.

20. Preparation, transmission and storage of material prejudicial to public
order, acts which are criminalized and punishable pursuant to the
Repression of Cybercrime Act.

Upon completion of the interrogation procedures, the investigating authority (the
Public Prosecution Service) decided that there was sufficient evidence to charge them, in
accordance with article 126 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “If
the Public Prosecution Service is of the opinion, following completion of the investigation,
that there is sufficient evidence against the accused, the case shall be referred to the
competent court and the accused shall be summoned to appear before it.” The Public
Prosecution Service referred their case file to the competent court and they were
summoned to appear before it, in accordance with article 15 of the Code, which stipulates
that “The Public Prosecution Service shall, pursuant to its Statute, institute and pursue
criminal proceedings before the competent court”, and in accordance with article 3 (b) and
(c) of the Public Prosecution Service, which states that the Public Prosecution Service
must, in accordance with its Statute and its implementing regulations, decide whether to
institute proceedings or close the case, and must conduct prosecutions before judicial

bodies.

When the men appeared at their trials, in the presence of the Public Prosecutor,
the case for the prosecution was read out to them and they were provided with a copy, in
accordance with article 160 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “The
court shall inform the accused of the charges against him, read and explain the
memorandum of the charges, and provide him with a copy thereof. It shall then call on the
accused to respond.” The court informed them of their right to avail themselves of the
services of a lawyer, and they were enabled to do so. The trial continued and the court
issued its judgment only after it had heard statements from all the parties, after the
submission of all oral and written defence pleas, after the parties had confirmed that they
did not wish to make any additions thereto, after the evidence and the evidence-collection
records had been examined, after the closing arguments had been presented in his
presence, and after all relevant documentation had been scrutinized. This is consistent with
article 172 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “Any of the parties
may provide the court with written information regarding the case for inclusion in the case
file.” It is likewise consistent with article 173 of the Code, which stipulates that: “The

court shall first hear the prosecutor’s indictment and then the response of the defendant or
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his legal representative or lawyer. It shall then hear the petition of the civil party, followed
by the response of the accused or his legal representative or lawyer. Each of the parties
shall be entitled to comment on the statements of the other parties, the defendant being the
last to address the court. The court shall then deliver its judgment, either of acquittal or of
conviction with the imposition of a penalty, and in both instances the court shall also rule
on the petition of the civil party.” Their case was heard by three judges in the court of first
instance, in accordance with article 20 of the Statutes of the Judiciary, which reads: “The
criminal courts shall be composed of the following specialized divisions: divisions dealing
with gisas and hudud cases, divisions dealing with ta zir cases and divisions dealing with
cases involving juveniles. Each division is composed of three judges, with the exception
of cases specified by the Supreme Judicial Council, which are to be examined by a single

judge.” The court handed down a first instance death sentence.

After the judgment was handed down in first instance, the two individuals were
granted the right to challenge that judgment by submitting a memorandum of appeal within
30 days of receiving a copy of the judgment, in accordance with article 192 (1) of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, which states: “The convicted person, the public prosecutor or the
civil claimant may, within the legally prescribed time limit, appeal or request scrutiny of
judgments rendered by courts of first instance. The court must inform them of that right
when it delivers its judgment.” The challenge was filed but the judges of the court of first
instance upheld their original judgment. The case file was then referred to the Court of
Appeal pursuant to article 196 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates: “The
division that rendered the contested judgment shall examine the grounds on which the
challenge is based without hearing submissions, unless necessary, and may amend or
uphold the judgment as it sees fit. If it upholds the judgment, it shall refer the case, together
with copies of all its records and documents, including the memorandum of appeal, to the
Court of Appeal. If it amends the judgment, all the parties to the case shall be so informed
and the normal procedural rules apply.” In cases involving the death penalty, the case file
must be submitted to the Court of Appeal as a matter of course, even if none of the parties
to the case lodges an appeal, in line with article 194 of the Code, which stipulates: “The
time limit for filing an appeal or a request for review is 30 days. If no appeal is filed during
that period, the right of appeal and review shall expire. If a death sentence is handed down,
it shall be submitted to the Court of Appeal for review, even if none of the parties submits
a request.” The division of the Court of Appeal which deals with such cases is composed
of five judges, as required under article 15 (1) of the Statutes of the Judiciary, which states:
“The Court of Appeal conducts its activities via specialized divisions, each composed of
three judges, with the exception of the criminal division dealing with cases involving the
death penalty, which is composed of five judges.” A number of hearings were held at the
Court of Appeal, which were attended by the public prosecutor, the defendants and their

legal representatives, in accordance with article 197 (1) of the Code, which states: “The
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Court of Appeal shall schedule a session to consider the petition for appeal or review and,
if it decides to hear submissions, it shall notify the parties concerned to attend that
session.” The Court then examined the case file and heard the statements of all the parties
involved, in accordance with article 197 (2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which
reads: “The Court of Appeal shall consider the petition for appeal or review on the basis
of the documents contained in the case file and on the basis of new pleadings and
information presented by the parties to support their challenge, as per the memorandum of
appeal. Having heard from the parties in the petition for appeal or review (if it has decided
to hear submissions), the Court rules either to uphold the judgment or to overturn it, either
fully or in part, and it issues is own judgment in that regard.” In this case, the Court of
Appeal ruled to uphold the death sentence against the two men. The case was then referred
to the Supreme Court under article 10 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which states:
“Sentences of death ... issued or upheld by the Court of Appeal shall not be final until
they are confirmed by the Supreme Court”, and under article 198 of the Code, which
stipulates: “The convicted party, the public prosecutor or the civil party may make an
application for cassation before the Supreme Court against judgments or rulings issued or
upheld by the Courts of Appeal.” The case is examined and reviewed by five judges of the
Supreme Court, in accordance with article 10 (4) of the Statutes of the Judiciary which
reads: “Without prejudice to the provisions of article 13 of the present Statutes, the work
of the Supreme Court is carried out by specialized divisions, according to need, each
division being composed of three judges with the exception of the criminal division
dealing with cases involving the death penalty, ... which is composed of five judges. Each
division has its own president.” The two men are currently in detention following their

conviction for terrorist crimes, and their cases are still pending before the Supreme Court.

The measures and safeguards taken in this case are in line with international
standards for a fair trial and due process as well as with the international standards that
protect the rights of persons facing the death penalty, including those set out in United

Nations Economic and Social Council resolution 50/1984 of 25 May 1984.

It should be noted that the death penalty is imposed only for the most serious
crimes and in extremely limited circumstances. It is not imposed or implemented until
judicial proceedings at all levels of jurisdiction have been completed. Saudi Arabian
legislation provides all guarantees of a fair trial and due process that are consistent with
the country’s international human rights obligations. The case must be heard by a bench
of three judges in the court of first instance. The judgment is then referred to the appeal
court, even if no party has filed an appeal, and is reviewed by a criminal bench of five
judges. If the appeal court endorses the death sentence, the case is referred to the Supreme
Court and is reviewed by a bench of five judges. If the Supreme Court endorses the
judgment, all stages of the proceedings have been completed and the judgment becomes

final, pursuant to article 210 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. Judgments are also
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deemed to be final and enforceable pursuant to article 212 of the Code. The death penalty
may not be executed against the convicted person until an order has been issued to that

effect, in accordance with article 217 (1) of the Code.

With regard to the rights of Asaad Makki Shubbar, as a member of the Shia
community, the State affirms that the principle of equality is applied. All Muslim citizens
enjoy all their rights on an equal footing. They have the same rights and duties and they
practise their religious rites and beliefs freely and without discrimination. As they
constitute the united fabric of national society, they enjoy equal rights in all fields, such
as education, health, labour and litigation. Saudi laws do not contain, even by implication,
provisions that discriminate against any person. On the contrary, they criminalize and
prosecute discrimination. Article 8 of the Basic Law of Governance stipulates that:
“Governance in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia shall be based on justice, consultation and
equality in accordance with the Islamic sharia.” Article 11 of the Law stipulates that:
“Saudi society shall be based on the religious devotion, charitable and pious cooperation,
solidarity and unity of its members.” Article 12 of the Law stipulates that: “The
consolidation of national unity is a duty. The State shall prohibit any activity that leads to
disunity, discord and division.” Article 26 of the Law stipulates that: “The State shall
protect human rights in accordance with the Islamic sharia.” Saudi Arabia is committed to
the human rights treaties to which it is a party, including the United Nations International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and they are

deemed to constitute part of its legislation.

Itis clear from the foregoing that the actions taken against the two men in question
are consistent with the international obligations of Saudi Arabia, particularly with regard
to combating terrorism and the financing of terrorism to protect international peace and

security and human rights.

3. Response to the request to provide detailed information on any investigation
undertaken into the claims of enforced disappearance, torture and/or other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and arbitrary detention allegedly
suffered by Mr. Al-Shakhouri and Mr. Shubbar, with a view to ensuring
accountability of those responsible, and if no investigation was or is being conducted

to explain why.

The two men were not subjected to enforced disappearance or torture. The court
took the necessary measures to investigate the allegations of torture and enforced

disappearances, but they proved to be untrue.

Mohammed Al-Shakhouri has been able to exercise his right to receive visits and
contact his relatives regularly, like other detainees and prisoners. Since he has been in

detention, he has made a total of 134 telephone calls, most recently on 5 October 2021.
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He has also received 37 visits, most recently on 16 September 2021. He is being held in

the General Investigation Prison in Dammam, Eastern Province.

Asaad Makki Shubbar has also been allowed to receive visits and to communicate
regularly with his relatives, like other detainees and prisoners. During his period in
detention he has made 268 telephone calls, most recently on 6 October 2021. He has also
received 40 visits, most recently on 15 September 2021. He is being held in the General

Investigation Prison in Dammam, Eastern Province.

It is therefore clear that they have not been subjected to enforced disappearance,
as alleged. Their visits and contacts have been allowed within the limits of the
precautionary measures taken to prevent the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) in prisons, in accordance with the medical protocols necessary to ensure the safety of
visitors from COVID-19.

Saudi laws provide sufficient and necessary protection of human rights against
enforced disappearances. Orders or instructions directing, authorizing or encouraging
enforced disappearance are prohibited. There are no secret detention centres in Saudi
Arabia. Article 2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure stipulates that no person may be
arrested, searched, detained or imprisoned except where provided for by the law. In
addition, persons are detained or imprisoned only in locations designated for such
purposes and for the period prescribed by the competent authority, in accordance with
article 37, which stipulates that: “A person may be detained or imprisoned only in a prison
or place of detention designated for such purposes by law. The administration of a prison
or detention centre shall not admit any person except pursuant to an order specifying the
reasons and period for such imprisonment duly signed by the competent authority. The
accused shall not remain in custody following the expiry of the period specified in the
order.” All prisons and detention centres in Saudi Arabia are subject to judicial,
administrative, health and social inspection, in accordance with article 5 of the Prison and
Detention Act. They are subject to the control and oversight of the Public Prosecution
Service pursuant to its Statute, article 3 (f) of which stipulates that the Service shall have
the authority to oversee and inspect prisons, detention centres and any other place in which
criminal sentences are served. It also has the authority to hear complaints from prisoners
and detainees, to ascertain the legitimacy of their imprisonment or detention and of their
remaining in the prison or detention centre after the expiry of the specified term, to take
the necessary steps to ensure the release of those imprisoned or detained without lawful
cause, and to enforce the law against those responsible. Article 40 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure stipulates that: “Anyone who becomes aware of a prisoner or detainee being
held illegally or in a location not legally designated for imprisonment or detention must
inform the Public Prosecution Service. Upon being informed of such a case, the competent

public prosecutor shall visit the location where the prisoner or detainee is being held,
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conduct an investigation, and order the release of the prisoner or detainee if his or her
imprisonment or detention is illegal. The public prosecutor shall prepare a report on the
incident and submit it to the competent entity in order to pursue any legal action against

the persons responsible.”

Saudi laws also criminalize and punish torture and include a series of guarantees
and measures to ensure that no detainee or prisoner is subjected to torture, ill-treatment or
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Article 2 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure provides that no person may be arrested, searched, detained or
imprisoned, except as prescribed by law, and that no person may be detained or imprisoned
except in places designated for such purposes by law and except for the term fixed by the
competent authority. It is prohibited to inflict physical or mental harm on arrested persons
or to subject them to torture or degrading treatment. Article 36 of the Code states that
arrested persons must be treated with dignity, not be subjected to any physical or mental
harm, be informed of the reasons for their arrest and be permitted to communicate with a
person of their choosing. Under article 102 of the Code, accused persons must not be
questioned in a manner that affects their willingness to give statements and nor must they
be required to take an oath, be subjected to coercion or be questioned away from the

premises of the investigating authority unless deemed necessary by the investigator.

Article 28 of the Imprisonment and Detention Act affirms that prisoners and
detainees may not be subjected to any form of assault and provides for disciplinary action
against civil or military officials who commit such acts, without prejudice to any criminal
penalties to which they may be liable. Under article 8 (2) of Royal Decree No. 43 of 1958,
it is prohibited for anyone acting in an official capacity to engage in ill-treatment and
coercion involving, for example, torture, cruelty, confiscation of assets or denial of
personal freedoms. This includes in addition the imposition of exemplary punishment or
fines, imprisonment, expulsion, compulsory residence in a specific location, and unlawful

entry to homes. The penalty for such acts is imprisonment for a term of up to 10 years.

All prisons and detention facilities in the country are supervised and inspected,
and steps are taken in the event of any violation. Moreover, members of the Public
Prosecution Service supervise the professional conduct of law enforcement officers

pursuant to article 25 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

In the interest of further enhancing oversight and of safeguarding in turn the rights
of prisoners and detainees, the Human Rights Commission, pursuant to article 5 (6) and
(7) of its Statute, may visit prisons and detention centres at any time without authorization
from the competent authority, receive and verify human rights-related complaints, and
take corresponding legal measures. The National Society for Human Rights, which is a
civil society association, also visits prisons and detention facilities and receives

complaints. Offices of the Public Prosecution Service have been opened in several prisons,
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together in some cases with offices of the Human Rights Commission and the National
Society for Human Rights, so that prison conditions can be closely monitored and
complaints received on the spot. State institutions have a legal obligation to ensure that all
individuals are treated fairly, regardless of their religion, race, gender or nationality. If any
of those institutions or their representatives, or anybody else, violates a person’s rights,
there are a number of mechanisms that provide effective safeguards. These include the

courts and governmental and non-governmental human rights institutions.

Saudi Arabia is committed to the human rights treaties that it has ratified,
including the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishment, which is deemed to constitute part of domestic legislation.

Response to the request to set out how the charges related to terrorism conform to
the principles of legal certainty and are consistent with the legal framework of
counter-terrorism found in Security Council resolution 1373 and Recommendation

8 of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

The crimes committed by these two individuals are terrorist crimes affecting the
security of Saudi Arabia and the international community and contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations. In order to ensure that Saudi Arabia fulfils its
responsibility to combat terrorism and its financing and protect national security, national
laws criminalize terrorist offences and establish penalties for perpetrators. The Terrorist
Crimes and their Financing Act clearly defines the crime of terrorism in accordance with
international rules and the international obligations of Saudi Arabia. The provisions of
these laws do not contain any ambiguity or vague language. They are published and posted
on government and other websites and accessible to everyone. However, as Saudi laws are
continuously reviewed, updated and developed, so the Terrorist Crimes and their
Financing Act was amended in 2017, in accordance with local and international
developments and changes and in line with Security Council resolution No. 1373 of 28

September 2001 and recommendation No. 8 of the Financial Action Task Force.

Saudi Arabia has spared no effort in combating terrorism and extremism and
declaring terrorist acts to be criminal acts that must be punished and deterred. The security
forces have successfully prevented numerous acts of terrorist violence and thwarted many

heinous terrorist plans, while demonstrating due regard for human rights.

The King Abdulaziz Centre for National Dialogue plays a major role in promoting
moderation, tolerance and coexistence. It has run several projects aimed at achieving these
goals, including the Tibyan Project on combating extremism, which seeks to spread the

values of moderation, tolerance and repudiation of all forms of extremism.

At the regional and international levels, the Global Centre for Combating

Extremist Ideology (“Itidal™), inaugurated on 21 May 2017 by the Custodian of the Two
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Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz, is one component of the institutional
framework for fighting terrorism. Working in collaboration with related international
organizations and States, the Centre monitors and analyses extremist ideology in order to
confront it and protect against it. These efforts are in line with the obligations of Saudi
Arabia under international law, particularly international human rights law and relevant

United Nations Security Council resolutions.

It is clear from the foregoing that the information contained in the joint
communication is inaccurate and incorrect, as the measures taken against these individuals
have been clarified and they are consistent with international human rights standards,
including articles 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
articles 1, 2 and 7 of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance, and with the obligations of Saudi Arabia under the Convention against
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, including

articles 2 and 16 of the Convention.

The Kingdom wishes to remind the special procedures mandate holders who
produced the joint communication of the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate
Holders of the Human Rights Council issued under Human Rights Council resolution 5/2
of 18 June 2007. In particular, it wishes to draw attention to the fact that mandate holders

should:

1. Give the information provided due consideration in the fulfilment of their

mandates, in accordance with article 6 (a) of the Code of Conduct.

2. Take comprehensive account of the information Saudi Arabia has

provided in relation to the case in question, in line with article 6 (b) of the Code.

3. Evaluate all information, particularly the allegations received from the
sources, in the light of internationally recognized human rights standards relevant to the
mandate of the special rapporteurs, and of international conventions to which the State

concerned is a party, in accordance with article 6 (c) of the Code.

4, Ensure that the communications submitted regarding the case are not

manifestly unfounded or politically motivated, in accordance with article 9 (a) of the Code.

5. Ensure that the person or group of persons submitting the communication
are acting in good faith in accordance with principles of human rights, and free from
politically motivated stands or contrary to the provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations, and claiming to have direct or reliable knowledge of those violations

substantiated by clear information, in accordance with article 9 (d) of the Code.

6. Ensure that the communication is not exclusively based on reports

disseminated by mass media, in accordance with article 9 (e) of the Code.
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7. Bear in mind the need to ensure that their personal political opinions are
without prejudice to the execution of their mission, and base their conclusions and
recommendations on objective assessments of human rights situations, in accordance with
article 12 (a) of the Code.

8. In implementing their mandate, therefore, show restraint, moderation and
discretion so as not to undermine the recognition of the independent nature of their
mandate or the environment necessary to properly discharge the said mandate, in

accordance with article 12 (b) of the Code.

9. Give a fair, credible and not prejudicially cursory indication of the replies

submitted by Saudi Arabia, in line with article 13 (a) of the Code of Conduct.

10. Ensure that their declarations on the human rights situation in the country
concerned are at all times compatible with their mandate and the integrity, independence
and impartiality which their status requires, and which is likely to promote a constructive
dialogue among stakeholders, as well as cooperation for the promotion and protection of

human rights, in accordance with article 13 (b) of the Code.
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