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Reply from China dated 27 August 2021 to OHCHR joint communication [AL CHN 
7/2021] of 16 July 2021  
 
 Receipt is hereby acknowledged of the letter dated 16 July 2021 addressed jointly by the United 
Nations Human Rights Council’s Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; the Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur on minority issues; and the Special Rapporteur on 
freedom of religion or belief  (ref. AL CHN 7/2021).  The Chinese Government wishes to make the following 
reply: 

A. Chinese Government measures to protect and promote the rights of Tibetans of all 
ethnic groups  

 The Chinese Government has always attached great importance to safeguarding the vital interests 
of the people of all ethnic groups in the Tibet Autonomous Region. At present, the living standards of the 
people of all ethnic groups in Tibet are comprehensively improving and the poor are being lifted out of 
poverty; infrastructure construction on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is being stepped up in all respects, with a 
number of major projects such as the Sichuan-Tibet Railway moving forward with greater speed; its 
ecological security barrier is becoming more substantial by the day, and the Plateau is proving to be one of 
the best ecological regions in the world. 

 1. Guaranteeing political rights. The people of all ethnic groups in Tibet fully exercise the various 
rights of self-government conferred on them by the Constitution and laws, and manage the internal affairs 
of their respective regions and ethnic groups on their own. Since the establishment of the Tibet Autonomous 
Region, the heads of the standing committees of the successive people’s congresses and the chairmen of the 
people’s governments have been Tibetan citizens. At present, Tibetan and other ethnic minority cadres 
account for 71 per cent of the cadres in the Tibet Autonomous Region. The majority of Party and government 
posts at the prefectural or prefectural-level municipal as well as county or district levels are held by ethnic 
minority cadres (more than half of the Party and government heads in the Region’s seven prefectures and 
prefectural-level municipalities and 74 counties and districts are ethnic minority cadres). 

 2. Safeguarding economic development. Since 1980, the central Government has convened seven 
Tibet work forums with the specific purpose of studying development work in Tibet. Especially worthy of 
note was the Seventh Central Symposium on Tibet Work, held in July 2020, at which the Chinese 
Government clearly asserted that the existing institutional mechanisms for special assistance to the 
disadvantaged would remain unchanged, and that it would also accelerate the high-quality social and 
economic development of Tibet. Tibet has made significant progress in infrastructure construction in such 
areas as transportation, energy, water conservancy and municipalities. At present, a comprehensive 
transportation system based on roads, railways and air routes has taken shape in Tibet. By 2020, there were 
117,000 kilometres of roads; 85 per cent of townships and 55 per cent of administrative villages were 
accessible via paved roads; and 785 kilometres of railways were in operation, along with 120 domestic and 
international air routes. The completion of the Qinghai-Tibet electrification project was followed by the 
completion and operationalization of the Sichuan-Tibet and Tibet-Central electrification projects, and then 
by the Ali electrification project being completed and put into operation in December 2020. Together, these 
projects put in place a unified power grid for Tibet that fully covers all 74 counties or districts in the 
Autonomous Region and its population of over 3 million people. The 4G and fibre-optic broadband networks 
in administrative villages cover 98 per cent of the population, with a mobile phone penetration rate of 93.5 
per 100 people and an Internet household penetration rate of 98.7 per 100 households, so that even those in 
remote farming and herding areas can now enjoy emerging network services such as online shopping and 
mobile payment. 

 3. People’s livelihoods continue to improve. By the end of 2019, 628,000 people officially 
registered and identified as living in poverty in the Tibet Autonomous Region had been removed from the 
poverty rolls, the stigma of poverty had been completely eradicated from all 74 poor counties and districts, 
and the poor had been fully relieved of the burdens of “inadequate food, inadequate clothing, and insecure 
housing, medical care and schooling”. The Tibet Autonomous Region continues to allocate more than 70 
per cent of its revenue to safeguarding and improving the people’s livelihood, so that the fruits of 
development benefit the masses of all ethnic groups. By 2020, the per capita disposable income of Tibetan 
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rural residents had increased to 14,589 yuan, and that of urban residents to 41,156 yuan, with growth rates 
for both ranking first in the country. 

 4. Guaranteeing educational and employment rights. There are now seven institutions of higher 
education in Tibet, with 12,000 students enrolling each year and 39,000 students currently on campus. There 
are also 11 secondary vocational schools, 136 middle schools, 26 senior secondary schools and 2,014 
kindergartens, with 142,000 students enrolled in kindergartens in 2020. The 15-year period of free education 
from kindergarten to high school is fully universal and the children of farmers and herdsmen enjoy the “three 
guarantees” policy of subsidized room, board and tuition. The subsidy standard rises year by year, and 
currently averages 4,200 yuan per student. The combination of the “three guarantees” policy and free 
education relieves households of the burden of educational costs; enrolment rates are increasing year by year, 
with those of primary schools reaching 99.7 per cent. In 2020, the employment rate of recent graduates from 
Tibetan universities was 98 per cent, with 48,000 new jobs and the registered unemployment rate in urban 
areas controlled at less than 4 per cent. 

 5. Safeguarding the right to health. The Tibet Autonomous Region now has 1,642 health-care 
institutions comprising 17,073 beds, and maternal and infant mortality rates have dropped to 56.52 per 
100,000 and 8.9 per 1,000 respectively. The basic medical insurance system for urban and rural residents 
has achieved full coverage, with the participation rate of urban workers and urban residents reaching 95 per 
cent, and the medical system participation rate in rural and pastoral areas reaching 100 per cent. 

 6. Protecting the ecological environment. The Chinese Government has always clearly stated 
that ecological protection must come first in Tibet; it has promoted the construction of ecological civilization 
and the protection of the ecological environment in Tibet with unprecedented attention and effort, achieving 
remarkable results. At present, Tibet has allocated a cumulative total of 11.7 billion yuan in funding to 
implement the Tibet Ecological Security Barrier Protection and Construction Plan, redlined 45 per cent of 
State-held land area in the Region for ecological protection, and established 47 nature reserves with a total 
area of 412,200 square kilometres, accounting for 34.35 per cent of the Region’s land area and ranking first 
in China overall. It has pursued the in-depth implementation of such key projects as ecological 
public-welfare forestry, desertification prevention and control, and the “Two Rivers and Four Streams” 
watershed afforestation and greening project. In addition, it has created 700,000 jobs in ecological protection, 
and more and more farmers and herdsmen are eating ecologically sound food and embarking on the road to 
ecological prosperity. Monitoring and evaluation by the Chinese Academy of Sciences and related 
government departments shows that the environmental quality of the Tibetan plateau is among the best in 
the world; the overall structure of its various ecosystems is stable and their ecological quality is steadily 
improving; and the excellence of the ambient air in major towns and cities consistently exceeds 95 per cent. 

 7. The right to learn and use the Tibetan language is respected and protected. In Tibet and the 
other Tibetan autonomous regions elsewhere in China, all regulations, resolutions and official documents, 
as well as newspapers, radio and television, use both Tibetan and Chinese in their publications and broadcasts, 
and there are Tibetan language courses in schools at all levels and of all types. Teaching in schools is 
generally conducted in both Tibetan and Chinese, and Tibetan language courses are examination courses 
whose grades are included in students’ aggregate scores. Significant progress has been made in the 
standardization of Tibetan technical terminology and in its use in information technology, and Tibetan 
coding has been adopted as both a national and an international standard, becoming the first Chinese minority 
script meeting international standards. More than five million Tibetan books are produced and distributed in 
Tibet every year. 

 8. Protecting and developing the excellent traditional culture of Tibet. Most people in the cities 
and towns as well as rural and pastoral areas of Tibet still maintain Tibetan dress, eating and drinking 
customs, housing styles and so on, according to their personal wishes. Every year, they celebrate the Tibetan 
New Year, the Sho Dun Festival, the Butter Lamp Festival, the Bathing Festival and other traditional 
observances. The State has carried out a great deal of work to recover and organize the Tibetan ethnic and 
folk cultural heritage, and has set up special agencies to collect, collate and study such literary and artistic 
materials as drama, dance, music, folk musical theatre, folk songs, proverbs and stories that have been 
handed down among the people. At present, there are nearly 800 intangible cultural heritage projects in Tibet, 
more than 80 traditional theatre performance institutions and 1,177 cultural inheritors. Among these, Tibetan 
opera, the Gesar epic and Tibetan medicinal bathing have been selected for inclusion in the UNESCO 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, 89 items have been selected for 
inclusion in the national representative list of intangible cultural heritage items, and 158 rare antiquarian 
books have been selected for the national bibliography of rare antiquarian books. Over 30 million words of 
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Tibetan materials have been collected and collated, more than 1,000 academic papers on traditional Tibetan 
culture have appeared, more than 30 monographs on literature and art have been published and distributed, 
and 261 ancient Tibetan books have been recovered, collated and published. 

 9. Freedom of religious belief is guaranteed. Religious activities of all kinds are routinely 
conducted in Tibet, the religious needs of the believing masses are fully met, and freedom of worship is fully 
respected. At present, there are 1,787 Tibetan Buddhist temples of all sizes in Tibet, with more than 46,000 
resident monks and nuns and 358 living Buddhas; there are also four mosques, serving a Muslim population 
that has been present for generations and which currently numbers more than 12,000. Additionally, there is 
a single Catholic church, with more than 700 believers. There are Buddhist associations for the Region as a 
whole and for seven of its prefectural-level localities, and the Tibet branch of the Chinese Buddhist 
Association runs the Tibetan Buddhist Studies Institute, the Tibetan Sutra Printing Institute and a Tibetan-
language journal on Tibetan Buddhism. Seven out of a planned total of eight Tibetan-language Buddhist 
colleges have been built nationwide and are already in operation, with a total investment of 920 million yuan 
and an anticipated enrolment of 1,950 students; construction of the remaining one is about to begin. A system 
comprising the three ranks of novice, intermediate and senior academic has been established in the Tibetan 
Buddhist tradition; 240 persons have been awarded the senior title. The religious curriculum is based on the 
“Five Great Buddhist Teachings” of Pramāṇavārttika (Valid Cognition), Prajñā (Wisdom), Madhyamaka 
(the Middle Way), Abhidharma (Nature of Reality) and the Vinaya (Discipline Precepts), and considers each 
Buddhist sect separately while also exploring the common teachings among them. 

B. Individual cases 
 1. Rinchen Tsultrim 

 On 2 August 2019, the Chinese State security organs placed Rinchen Tsultrim in criminal detention 
in accordance with the law on suspicion of inciting secession; on 15 May 2020, the People’s Procuratorate 
of Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan Province instituted a public prosecution 
proceeding against him; on 27 November 2020, the Aba Prefecture Intermediate People’s Court handed 
down a first-instance verdict in the case of inciting secession against the defendant, Rinchen Tsultrim, in 
accordance with the law and sentenced him to a term of four years and six months’ imprisonment and three 
years’ deprivation of political rights for the crime of inciting secession. 

 The Chinese State security organs handled the case in strict accordance with the law, following 
standard and lawful procedures and fully safeguarding the lawful rights of the person concerned, including 
by promptly notifying Rinchen Tsultrim’s family of the relevant information, and no such things as “secret 
detention”, “arbitrary detention” or “enforced disappearance” ever took place.  

 The court found that the defendant, Rinchen Tsultrim, using WeChat on a mobile phone, publicly 
disseminated text, voice and visual information that endangered national unity, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity and undermined social stability, with the aim of inciting secession and undermining national unity. 
Having confessed truthfully to the facts of the crime during his court appearance, he was given a lighter 
punishment in accordance with the law. The People’s Court handed down the foregoing judgment in 
accordance with the facts, the nature and circumstances of the crime and the degree of harm to society. It 
heard the case in strict accordance with the law, fully guaranteeing Rinchen Tsultrim’s procedural rights. 
Following the first-instance verdict, the defendant Rinchen Tsultrim did not appeal it, and the public 
prosecutor did not contest it. At present, Rinchen Tsultrim has been sent to Aba Prison in Sichuan Province 
to serve his sentence. 

 2. Go Sherab Gyatso 

 On 26 October 2020, the Chinese State security organs placed Go Sherab Gyatso in criminal 
detention in accordance with the law on suspicion of inciting secession; on 3 February 2021, the Lhasa 
City People’s Procuratorate instituted a public prosecution proceeding against him. The Lhasa City 
Intermediate People’s Court has held a hearing on the case but has yet to pronounce a verdict. 

 The Chinese State security organs handled the case in strict accordance with the law, following 
standard and lawful procedures and fully safeguarding the lawful rights of the person concerned, including 
by promptly notifying Go Sherab Gyatso’s family of the relevant information, and no such things as “secret 
detention”, “arbitrary detention” or “enforced disappearance” ever took place.  
 

————— 














