(Translated from Arabic)

Reply of the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the joint communication
dated 26 January 2021

1. Joint communication No. 670/2021 of 21 January 2021 was received from a number
of special procedures mandate holders of the United Nations Human Rights Council. The
joint communication alleges that Egyptian nationals, primarily women and children of
various ages, are among thousands of individuals in dire circumstances in the Al-Hol and
Roj camps in the north-east of the Syrian Arab Republic. The reply of the Egyptian
Government to the joint communication is as follows:

1. The communication states that both camps are controlled by Kurdish groups and that
they were established to host individuals displaced from former Da‘esh-controlled
territories. It also states that the conditions in the camps are squalid and that food, water,
medical care and essential supplies are provided by international relief organizations with
great difficulty.

2. The communication further states that the authorities in charge of running the camps
refused a request by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for
humanitarian relief organizations to be permitted to access the camps and deliver the
required assistance other than in critical cases, making it hard to highlight the appalling
situation of children and women in particular and exacerbating the human tragedy of all
those in the camps.

3. The Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt first of all stresses the importance it
attaches to protecting and defending the rights of Egyptians in general, as enshrined in
article 51 of the Egyptian Constitution, which provides that: “Dignity is a human right that
may not be infringed and that the State shall be required to respect and protect.”

4, Egyptians residing abroad have every right to make complaints or request support
from Egyptian embassies and consulates, which, for their part, coordinate the handling of
requests or complaints with the consular sections at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry of Emigration and Egyptian Expatriate Affairs, in cooperation with other relevant
ministries and agencies, to protect the interests of Egyptian citizens abroad.' The
Government affirms in this regard its full commitment to its obligations towards its citizens
in accordance with the Constitution and national legislation and with all international and
regional human rights conventions to which it has acceded.?

5. The Egyptian authorities devote special attention to the situation of those in the Al-
Hol and Roj camps in the Syrian Arab Republic, whose numbers are unknown and who

Article 1 of Act No. 111 of 1983 concerning emigration and the welfare of Egyptians abroad provides
as follows:
“The Minister for Emigration Affairs shall be entrusted to perform the following functions:

e Attend to the affairs of Egyptians residing abroad,

e Plan, organize, implement and follow up the policy on the emigration of Egyptians with the
aim of strengthening their ties to the homeland and serving the country’s socioeconomic
development and national interests;

e Drafting emigration-related laws and decisions;

e Drafting agreements with foreign States for opening up new emigration areas to Egyptians,
facilitating their residency in the country of emigration, and ensuring their rights and interests
as guaranteed to them by those countries;

e Proposing means of benefiting from the expertise and knowledge of expatriate Egyptian
scholars and experts in the country’s areas of development and production;

e Examining and proposing ways of enabling Egyptians abroad to contribute their savings
towards productive development projects in Egypt;

e Helping to compile periodically a full record of the numbers and types of Egyptians residing
abroad.

2 Article 93 of the Egyptian Constitution promulgated in 2014 provides that: “The State is bound by the
international human rights conventions, covenants and instruments ratified by Egypt, which shall
have the force of law following their publication in accordance with established procedures.”
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may include Egyptian nationals, as indicated in the communication. This is notwithstanding
the frequent media reports stating that some of the persons in those camps are involved in
terrorist acts and violent crimes in territories formerly controlled by the Da‘esh terrorist
organization. Such information calls for international cooperation and scrutiny to show the
truth of the matter in each individual case. The Egyptian Government expresses its deep
concern over the lack of a communication channel or international mechanisms for
assisting victims in the camps. It emphasizes that the Egyptian authorities have received no
information relating to registration, data collection and means of repatriating the women
and children of various nationalities being held in those camps.

6. In the absence of accurate information and data about those in Al-Hol and Roj
camps in the north-east of the Syrian Arab Republic, who do not fall under the
administration of the official Syrian authorities, it is impossible to be certain as to whether
any of the individuals in limbo in those camps are Egyptian nationals. The Egyptian
Government is continuing its efforts to determine whether there are any Egyptian nationals
in the two camps. When information becomes available on the subject, it will devote time
to examining each case separately in order to end all doubts and provide those who are
clearly Egyptian nationals with necessary support s through the existing channels of
coordination with relevant specialized agencies of the United Nations, in line with its
constitutional duty and its obligations under the relevant international and regional human
rights treaties to which Egypt is a party.
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The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations
Office, the WTO and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(Special Procedures Branch), and with reference to the Joint communication
“AL EGY 1/2021” dated 26 January 2021 on the alleged presence of Egyptian Nationals,
primarily women and children in Al-Hol and Roj-Camps located in North-East Syria, has
the honor to attach herewith the reply of the Government of Egypt on the aforementioned

communication.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations
Office, the WTO and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special

Procedures Branch), the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 12 July, 2021
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special Procedures Branch)
Palais des Nations, CH-1211, Genéve 10
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT
TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE, WTO & OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA
261 ROUTE DE LAUSANNE, 1292 - CHAMBESY
TEL: +41-22-731.6530 FAX: +41-22-738.4415
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