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The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human rights and with reference to the joint
communication [AL CHN 3/ 2021] dated by 30 March 2021, has the honour
to transmit herewith the reply by the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
GENEVA



(Translated from Chinese)

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of communication AL CHN 3/2021, of 30 March
2021, from the Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, including
child prostitution, child pornography and other child sexual abuse material; the Working
Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business
enterprises; the Special Rapporteur on the right to education; the Special Rapporteur on
contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences; the Special
Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children; the Special Rapporteur
on violence against women, its causes and consequences; and the Working Group on
discrimination against women and girls, of the United Nations Human Rights Council. The
Chinese Government wishes to respond with the following:

Neither TikTok’s place of registration nor its location of operation is in China; it only
provides service to users outside of China and carries out localization operations. As TikTok
is a multinational enterprise, in accordance with international practice and the rules and
regulations of each country, its subsidiaries or teams in the countries and territories where it
works carry out operations in accordance with local principles and rules and with respect for
the local laws, and they establish and coordinate cooperation mechanisms with local
governments and law enforcement agencies. The management of the accounts and content in
question and the coordination with law enforcement agencies that carry out investigations
comply with the country’s or territory’s rules and regulations relating to cybersecurity and
privacy. In respect of illegal or harmful information published or disseminated on the TikTok
platform, it is suggested that the case should be given to the relevant agencies of the territory
or country in question to deal with these, in accordance with the law and to take stronger
measures to crack down against the source.

China attaches a great deal of importance to the protection of children online and has
adopted a series of measures to crack down on crimes of obscene content involving children.
First, in accordance with laws and regulations such as the Cybersecurity Law and the
Measures on the Administration of Internet Information Services, we have developed the
management of Internet information services and through such bodies as the State Council’s
working commission on women and children’s affairs we have strengthened
interdepartmental coordination and interaction, punishing for example the spread of obscene
or lewd content or the harming of the physical and mental well-being of minors through the
use of the Internet, in accordance with the law. Secondly, we have encouraged self-regulation
in the industry, urging Chinese Internet service providers to carry out their own investigations
and take corrective action so as to create a web environment conducive to the health and
growth of children, and providing guidance for a user-friendly means of reporting complaints
of illegal and harmful web content through the Internet Society of China’s 12321 reporting
centre, which can be reached through multiple channels, for example by phone, web page or
app.

The Chinese public security agencies have always treated the crime of online child
sexual abuse with the utmost seriousness and have continued to severely crack down on
illegal criminal acts that use the Internet to spread obscene content involving children. The
Chinese public security agencies work hand-in-hand in close cooperation with the law
enforcement agencies of other countries bilaterally and multilaterally to counter the crime of
the transnational online spread of obscene content involving children. Since 2020, partial
statistics indicate that the Chinese public security agencies have promptly carried out
verification work on 91 requests for assistance in the investigation of online child sexual
abuse notified by the International Police Organization (INTERPOL) and the law
enforcement agencies of the United States of America, France and other countries and have
given timely feedback. The Chinese public security agencies will further step up their law
enforcement efforts and will continue to maintain high pressure and a serious posture in
cracking down on the crimes of online dissemination of obscene content involving children
and online child sexual abuse.

China has drawn up and issued clear provisions to protect the rights and interests of
workers and to prohibit the use of child labour, including the Labour Law, the Labour
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Contract Law, the Regulation on Labour Security Supervision and the Provisions on the
Prohibition of Using Child Labour. The labour safety inspection bodies of the Chinese human
resources and social security services have made use of various law enforcement methods
such as everyday inspections, investigations of reports and complaints and examinations of
records to vigorously carry out law enforcement and to protect people’s rights. They ensure
the early detection, intervention, investigation and punishment of illegal acts such as the use
of child labour. They have facilitated channels for workers to file reports and complaints and
have carried out special law enforcement actions and widely publicized the labour safety laws
and regulations.
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