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(Translated from Arabic) 

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations and other 

international organizations in Geneva  

I. General statistics 

1. The number of detainees held by the Migrant Monitoring Department in the city of Riyadh 

(Iskan, Al-Kharj) totalled 17,603 on 3 Shaban 1442 AH (17 March 2021 AD) and included 12,561 

detainees of Ethiopian nationality.  

2. The travel procedures for 6,273 detainees have been completed and they will depart as soon 

as their flights with Saudia Airlines have been confirmed. 

3. A total of 10,823 detainees, including 8,669 of Ethiopian nationality, were referred to their 

countries’ embassies and consulates to obtain travel documents.  

4. The departure procedures for 506 detainees have been delayed owing to the existence of cases 

and financial claims against them.  

5. The number of female detainees totalled 649 on 8 Shaban 1442 AH (22 March 2021 AD) and 

included 219 detainees of Ethiopian nationality.  

6. Children under the age of 18 are placed in the Social Surveillance Unit of the Ministry of 

Human Resources and Social Development pending completion of the departure procedures. 

II. Duties and functions of the General Directorate of Prisons 

 The General Directorate of Prisons performs its tasks and functions in the security sectors 

through the deportation departments and divisions, which receive information from the custodial 

authorities concerning offenders (persons who breach residence and labour regulations), in 

accordance with Ministerial Decree No. 5942 of 11 Dhul Qadah 1434 AH (16 September 2013 AD). 

They are held in detention centres (separate detention facilities for men and women) without 

discrimination on grounds of nationality, colour, gender, religion or any other status, and steps are 

taken to ensure that detainees enjoy all the rights guaranteed by the Islamic sharia and the legislation 

in force in the Kingdom. The General Directorate performs the following tasks: 

1. It receives persons who were arrested by the custodial authorities for breaching the residence, 

labour and border security regulations and places them in detention after their vital signs have been 

recorded and arrest warrants have been issued by the General Directorate of Passports. 

2. It provides 24-hour security protection for detention centres and detainees. 



 - 2 - 2106396E 

   

 

3. It provides detainees with cooked food that meets all health requirements and is based on the 

highest nutritional standards. 

4. Health care is provided to detainees as soon as they are placed in detention by health 

practitioners with training in multiple specialized medical fields, and medical clinics are available in 

deportation departments. 

5. If persons are found to have been infected by the coronavirus, they are immediately isolated 

and immediate steps are taken free of charge, in coordination with the Ministry of Health, to detect 

all contacts with the infected person. 

6. Sterilization and cleaning of prison wings and corridors are conducted regularly and 

continuously. 

7. A coordinating committee undertakes COVID-19 tests (PCR tests) in each deportation centre 

as a precautionary measure prior to travel. 

8. Detainees are placed in a reception wing on admission to a detention centre until the results 

of the medical tests are available. 

9. There is a preliminary screening point for detainees or employees who enter the health-care 

centre (a visual examination). 

10. There are isolation wings for infected persons and they are transferred, if necessary, free of 

charge to general or specialized hospitals. 

11. All detainees are provided with masks as a precautionary measure to prevent the transmission 

of diseases. They are also provided with disinfectants and hand soap free of charge. 

12. Cases of COVID-19 infection in deportation centres are limited, and all necessary preventive 

and remedial measures are taken on behalf of the persons concerned. 

13. Persons whose health condition so requires are referred to hospitals and their cases are 

monitored. Persons who are found to have a contagious disease are isolated to prevent the disease 

from spreading among detainees. Their condition is monitored until their travel procedures are 

completed. 

14. All deportation headquarters possess safety equipment to guarantee the safety of detainees 

and personnel in emergency situations. Maintenance work is continuously conducted. 

15. Detainees are conveyed to the security, judicial or any other authorities if the procedures so 

require. 
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16. Migrants whose deportation procedures have been completed are conveyed to the departure 

points. 

17. Detainees are transferred to the regional deportation departments and divisions to complete 

their procedures. 

18. Detainees are released pursuant to decisions by the General Directorate of Passports. 

19. Detainees are monitored and steps are taken to expedite their procedures. 

20. Data are prepared for those who have fallen behind and the data are submitted to the competent 

authority (passports). 

21. The Human Rights Commission and the National Society for Human Rights are permitted to 

interview detainees in the deportation departments and divisions. 

22. The Prison Surveillance Authority is permitted to interview detainees and monitor their 

procedures.  

23. Detainees are permitted to communicate with their families and other persons of their choice 

through the available communication booths. 

24. Detainees may receive visits from their families and from lawyers, diplomats and other 

persons. 

25. Delegates from embassies and consulates are permitted to hold meetings with their country’s 

citizens. 

26. There are private areas for sunbathing. 

27. Detainees may submit complaints which are either addressed or referred to the competent 

authority. They may also submit complaints to the supervisory authorities. 

 The competent authorities in the Ministry continue to take vigorous action to develop and 

modernize existing procedures in order to meet future requirements, and they will continue to receive 

unlimited support, God willing, from the wise leadership. 

III. Deportations during the COVID-19 epidemic 

 During the COVID-19 pandemic, the deportation departments of the General Directorate of 

Prisons recorded a 400 per cent increase in the number of detainees for the following reasons: 

1. The COVID-19 pandemic conditions hampered flight reservations and led to the closure of 

some airports and delays by some embassies, especially the Ethiopian Embassy, in issuing travel 

documents for their nationals. The number of departure flights to Ethiopia from King Abdulaziz 
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International Airport in Jeddah and King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, namely twelve 

departures per month, or three per week, is not enough to cope with the number of expelled and 

deported offenders. 

2. Some countries refused to admit their nationals. 

 Following joint action by the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 

Civil Aviation Authority and other competent authorities, in cooperation with many countries’ 

embassies, to coordinate the departure of detainees, a large number of flights were organized to 

transport deportees of many different nationalities to their countries. However, there has been very 

little change in the situation of detainees of Ethiopian nationality. Although the State guarantees 

coverage of the transport costs after conducting the necessary medical examinations in cooperation 

with the Ministry of Health, ensuring their safety and freedom from the COVID-19 epidemic and 

providing them with the corresponding medical certificates, only a few flights to Ethiopia, conveying 

a small number of deportees, have departed during the past few months. The number of detainees in 

deportation departments totalled 39,764 on 24 Rajab 1442 AH (8 March 2021 AD), which constituted 

76.38 per cent of the total number of detainees. As a result of these circumstances and the increase in 

Ethiopian detainees due to the suspension of their deportation, a number of incidents occurred in 

deportation departments and detainees endeavoured to spread chaos, breach security, perpetrate acts 

of sabotage and cause damage to some services, thereby impairing the quality of services provided to 

detainees. They included the following incidents: 

(a) On 11 Shawwal 1441 AH (3 June 2020 AD), a group of Ethiopian detainees in the Al-Abaad 

Department in the Governorate of Jeddah caused turmoil, resisted security officers and threw food on 

the ground. The situation was brought under control and the security conditions returned to normal. 

(b) One hundred detainees of Ethiopian nationality in wing No. 20 of Prison Units Building C in 

the Deportation Department located in the Riyadh region caused a riot on 20 Shawwal 1441 AH (12 

June 2020 AD) that resulted in vandalism and damage to property. 

(c) On the evening of 20 Shawwal 1441 AH (12 June 2020 AD), 115 detainees of Ethiopian 

nationality in the Deportation Department attacked officers on duty when the door of the wing was 

opened to serve lunch. 

(d) At 2.25 a.m. on 1 Dhu Qadah 1441 AH (22 June 2020 AD) detainees of Ethiopian nationality 

in wing No. 19 of Jazan Deportation Department broke the window and removed the bars in an 

attempt to escape. However, they were discovered and the situation was brought under control. The 

key demands of detained infiltrators of Ethiopian nationality are the speedy completion of their 

procedures and urgent action to return them to their country. 
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IV. Responses to allegations and slander 

 The organizations presented information about the current situation of migrant children, 

women and men from Asia and Africa who are stranded and awaiting deportation to their countries 

from the Iskan Centre in Al-Kharj, where they live in extremely insanitary conditions, inter alia owing 

to the Centre’s lack of clean drinking water. We wish to provide the following clarifications: 

1. The competent authorities in the Ministry perform their tasks and functions in accordance 

with the legislation and regulations governing the receipt of offenders arrested by the custodial 

authorities. 

2. The competent authorities in the Ministry ensure that detainees enjoy all rights guaranteed by 

the Islamic sharia and the legislation in force in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

3. Detainees are treated without discrimination on grounds of their nationality, colour, gender, 

religion or any other status. 

4. One of the most important principles and values is to guarantee the security and safety of 

detainees and to preserve their dignity without subjecting them to any insult, assault or battery. 

5. Shelter, food and medicines are provided at the State’s expense until they depart for their 

country. 

6. All those involved must be aware, be they the countries of origin of the infiltrators or 

international organizations, that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will not refrain from assuming full 

control over its borders, since this is a sovereign right guaranteed by international law. 

7. Furthermore, the Kingdom will not refrain from laying the foundations of security and 

stability, maintaining the security and safety of citizens and residents on its territory, and enforcement 

of the law against all offenders. 

8. The continued arrival of infiltrators reveals States’ inability to prevent illegal migration and 

their inability to provide a decent life for their citizens and find job opportunities for them, owing to 

the lack of sources of income, the spread of poverty, and high rates of ignorance and illiteracy. 

9. The Governments concerned are unable to facilitate their younger generation’s access to job 

opportunities and to promote their employment in an orderly manner that preserves their rights and 

dignity. 

10. The organizations in question have overlooked the real cause of the infiltrators’ suffering, 

which is the refusal of their country’s Governments to admit them on the pretext of implementation 

of precautionary measures to prevent the COVID-19 epidemic. 
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11. The intransigence of the countries concerned when it comes to accepting their citizens’ return 

is the real problem, and they must bear legal and moral responsibility for their citizens’ suffering. 




























