(Translated from Arabic)
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq
to the United Nations Office in Geneva

1. Iraq is determined to apply all international human rights standards. It does so in
accordance with its own 2005 Constitution, which includes numerous safeguards derived
from the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other international treaties.

2. Death sentences that have been handed down then upheld by the Federal Court of
Cassation have gone through numerous procedures and stages, from evidence gathering to
in-depth verification before the competent courts, in line with international standards on
investigations and trials. In order to ensure justice and impartiality, care is taken to provide
accused persons with full legal safeguards. Indeed, sentences are not handed down hastily
but only after having gone through all the stages of appeal envisaged in law for convicted
persons, without hindrance and without fee.

3. The Presidency of the Republic takes a number of steps before ratifying the death
penalty decrees it receives from the Supreme Judicial Council. One of these steps is to submit
the matter to a specialized committee that scrutinizes and examines the criminal case file then
delivers its opinion. It can consult with the Supreme Judicial Council or request a retrial if
there is some ambiguity or lack of clarity in statements and testimonies. The case can also be
submitted to the Amnesty Committee, which was set up as part of the Federal Court of
Cassation under article 9 of Amnesty Act No. 27 of 2016. That Committee analyses the case
and determines to what extent it is consistent with human rights requirements.

4. The Presidency of the Republic is making every effort to reduce the number of cases
where the death penalty is enforced and to apply the special amnesty procedures envisaged
under the Constitution and laws of Iraq to the largest possible number of condemned
prisoners. It also takes account of the humanitarian circumstances and of the factors in favour
of mercy and clemency once the complainant has waived their personal right.

5. The country is traversing difficult circumstances as a consequence of terrorism and of
the efforts being made by State agencies to combat terror groups and other outlaws and to
impose government authority across all national territory. Regardless of that, more than one
general amnesty law has been enacted in order to give convicted persons — despite the terrible
crime they have committed — the opportunity to reform and be reintegrated into society.

6. The information that a decree of execution regarding 340 convicted persons was
issued on 23 and 24 January 2021 is incorrect and has no grounding in truth. In fact, the
Presidency of the Republic did not issue any decrees on those two days, and the information
carried by the media is malicious news aimed at disrupting the stability of Iraq.
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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents
its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations, Office of High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Special Procedures Branch, and
concerning the Office’s letter dated 27 January 2021, with regard to the
joint urgent appeal from special procedures that registered under
reference UA IRQ 1/2021, has the honour to convey herewith the
response of the Presidency of the Republic of Iraq, and Iraqi High
Judicial Council, to the aforementioned letter.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the United Nations, Office of
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Special Procedures Branch, the

assurances of the highest consideration.

Geneva 24 March 2021

The Secretariat of the United Nations,
Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Special Procedures Branch
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Response of the Government of the Republic of Iraq to the joint urgent
appeal from Special Procedures, Ref: UA IRQ 1/2021 dated 27 January
2021:
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