(Translated from Arabic)
Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates

Geneva

Subject: Joint communication concerning Ahmed Mansoor, Nasser Ghaith and
Mohamed Al-Roken

Response of the competent authorities in the United Arab Emirates

The United Arab Emirates refute all the allegations and claims contained in the
communication, which are unfounded. The State affirms its commitment to the promotion
and protection of human rights. The principles of justice, equality and respect for human
rights are the pillars of the State. Respect for human rights is a top priority for the State and
is established in the Constitution and laws. This principle applies in all of the institutions of
the State, including penal institutions, where all human rights standards are applied in the
areas of inmates’ health, nutrition and the environment. Penal and correctional facilities
encourage inmates to read and learn, and each facility has a library with books, newspapers
and magazines to educate inmates in a variety of ways, which they are encouraged to take
advantage of, pursuant to Federal Act No. 43 of 1992 on the regulation of penal facilities.

L The persons in question were arrested in accordance with the rules and legal
principles applicable in the State after they had been informed of the reason for their arrest
and of the entity carrying out the arrest and search. They were then referred to the competent
prosecutor’s office for questioning. Charges were brought against them after all the facts had
been examined and supported by irrefutable legal evidence, both physical and technical
(electronic). Accredited digital forensics laboratories were used, and all evidence was
documented in a detailed report and included in the case file.

IIL. The individuals in question have not been deprived of their constitutionally
guaranteed rights. Relevant national laws guarantee all the safeguards enabling them to
submit a communication or request indicating that they have been subjected to solitary
confinement or unlawfully deprived of their rights. All penal facilities in the State are subject
to the control and supervision of the Public Prosecution Service.

III.  Penal facilities in the State take various measures that contribute to the physical
and psychological integrity of inmates. All inmates of penal facilities in the United Arab
Emirates are entitled to health care as a basic right guaranteed under the last paragraph of
article 7 of Federal Act No. 43 of 1992 on the regulation of penal institutions. The previous
paragraph stipulates that the facility must keep a comprehensive file on the physical and
psychological well-being of each inmate. In this regard, the persons in question continue to
receive the necessary medical care and undergo regular check-ups to ensure that they are well
and do not have any illnesses. In the event that they are ill, they are sent to the attending
doctor and given the medicine he or she may prescribe. The individuals in question had their
last medical examinations on 12 February 2021, including coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
tests that came back negative.

IV.  All inmates in penal facilities in the State are allowed to receive calls and visits
at any time, either during times of emergency or at permitted times, in accordance with the
procedures of the penal facilities, as follows:

1. Mohamed Al-Roken communicates regularly with his relatives and receives
visits from his mother, wife and brother, in accordance with the procedures followed by the
penal facilities. He also receives phone calls, most recently from his wife, son and mother on
4 February 2021.

2. Nasser Ghaith communicates regularly with his relatives and receives visits
from his wife and brother, in accordance with the procedures followed by the penal facilities.
He also receives phone calls, most recently from his wife and brother on 12 January 2021.
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3. Ahmed Mansoor communicates regularly with his relatives and receives visits
from his wife and sons, in accordance with the procedures followed by the penal facilities.
He also receives phone calls, most recently from his wife on 3 February 2021.

After the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020, and in light of the
preventive precautionary measures taken by the competent authorities, the three individuals
in question have only been in contact with their families by telephone in order to ensure their
safety and avoid the spread of the virus.

V. Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the State has made a great
effort to address the pandemic by increasing testing among members of the public and among
inmates in the country’s penal facilities to ensure that they have not been infected with the
virus. If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, he or she is placed in quarantine and
receives the necessary health care while in isolation. The State pays great attention to people
placed in penal facilities, in line with all relevant international standards. The State has
launched a free COVID-19 vaccination campaign for persons of all nationalities living in the
country, without any discrimination, including for inmates of penal facilities. Mohamed Al-
Roken and Ahmed Mansoor chose to receive the vaccine but Nasser Ghaith refused to be
vaccinated.

VI.  The individuals in question have not been subjected to torture or cruel and
inhuman treatment, nor have they been deprived of the rights guaranteed under the law. They
have never submitted any requests directly or through their lawyers, either during the
investigation stage or while serving their sentences in prison, indicating that they were
subjected to any violations or torture that would require an investigation. In accordance with
the law, every inmate has the right to file such complaints.
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The Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations Office
and Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Secretariat of the Special Procedures Branch, and with reference to the latter’s Joint
Communication no. AL ARE 1/2021 of 25 January 2021 concerning Mr Mohamed
Abdullah Al-Roken, Mr Ahmed Mansoor and Mr Nasser Bin Ghaith, has the honour to
forward herewith the response as received from the relevant authorities in the United

Arab Emirates.

The Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations Office
and Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Secretariat of the Special Procedures Branch, the assurances of its highest

consideration.

Secretariat of the Special Procedures Branch
Fax: 022 917 90 08
Email: registry@ohchr.org

Tel: +4122 918 0000 | Fax: +41 22 734 5562 | 56, rue Moillebeau - 1209 Genéve | Switzerland
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