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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations Office at Geneva 

1. Ms. Riham Yaqoub 

 A working group from the Police Department in Basra governorate and the 

Department of Criminal Affairs and Movements began the investigation and inquiry phase 

to collect leads, evidence and information about the murder of Riham Shaker Yaqoub Al-

Imara. It visited the scene of the incident, where it conducted an examination and took all 

other necessary measures. The body was sent for a forensic examination. The working group 

then went to Al Fayhaa Hospital and took the statements of civil claimants and witnesses. It 

emerged that that the victim was shot and died from her injury.  

 Information gathered during the inquiry indicates that the victim was a civil activist 

and had participated in the 2019 demonstrations. Investigations revealed that she had 

attended few of the recent demonstrations and sit-ins and that she had left the site of the sit-

in in Basra and had no intention of returning.  

 The fact that there are no cameras at the crime scene makes it more difficult to identify 

the perpetrators.  

 The investigation file was presented to the investigating judge, who decided to hear 

the civil claimants and record their statements in court. Due process was observed when it 

came to the autopsy and handing the body over to the family. Efforts are ongoing to identify 

the perpetrators. The investigation file was referred to the Basra Second Investigation Court, 

which has territorial jurisdiction.  

2. Ms. Lodya Remon Albarti 

 The case of Ms. Lodya Remon Albarti is still under investigation. Any updates will 

be sent in due course. 
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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United

Nations Office and other International Organization at Geneva presents

its compliments to the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights,

Special Procedures Branch, and with reference to the latter's letter dated

28 September 2020, conceming the joint urgent appeal from special

procedures with regard to alleged attempted killing of a women human

rights defender Ms. Lodya Albarti and the killing of a women human

rights defender Ms. Riham Yaqoub, in Basra, has the honour to transmit

a response of the Govemment of Iraq regarding the above-mentioned

cases.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Office of High Commissioner for Human

Rights, Special Procedures Branch, assurances of highest consideration.
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The response of the Government of Iraq to the joint urgent appeal from
special procedures

Ms. Riham Yaqoub :il3i
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