(Translated from Arabic)
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria

Permanent Mission of Algeria to the United Nations Office at Geneva and other
international organizations in Switzerland

B D CC/No.354/2020

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and other international organizations in Switzerland sends its
greetings to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR), the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom
of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful
assembly and of association and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders. Reference is made to letters No. 103 and No. 106 of the Permanent Mission, dated
respectively 27 and 29 May 2020, which contained the reply of the Algerian Government to
allegations — ref. AL DZA 3/2020 — relating to the arbitrary arrest and detention, and the
conviction, of Mr. Karim Tabbou. The mission is pleased to provide herewith a
supplementary reply regarding developments in the case.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and other international organizations in Switzerland takes this
opportunity to send assurances of its highest consideration to OHCHR, the Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression,
the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders.

Geneva, 5 January 2021

Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights — Special Procedures Branch

Copy to:

* Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion
and expression

 Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association

* Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders

HRC/NONE/2021/SP/4
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Supplementary reply from the Government of the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria regarding urgent appeal No. 3/2020 dated 14 April 2020 and concerning the
case of Mr. Karim Tabbou

Reference is made to letters No. 103 and No. 106 of the Permanent Mission, dated
respectively 27 and 29 May 2020, which contained the reply of the Algerian Government to
urgent appeal No. AL DZA 3/2020, dated 14 April 2020. That appeal — which had been sent
by the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion
and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of
association and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders —
concerned allegations relating to the arbitrary arrest and detention, and the conviction, of Mr.
Karim Tabbou. The Government of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria is pleased
to provide a supplementary reply regarding developments in the case.

On 7 December 2020, a ruling was handed down by the Court of Koléa
(misdemeanours section) acquitting Mr. Karim Tabbou of the offence of “inciting,
facilitating and organizing concerted acts aimed at causing disturbances, in peacetime, for
the purpose of harming national security”, and convicting him of the offence of “operating
via any means to jeopardize the peace and unity of the nation”. He was sentenced to a term
of imprisonment of | year, suspended, and to payment of a fine of 100,000 Algerian dinars
(DA). The Algerian Government wishes to point out that the aforementioned ruling is the
subject of an appeal on the part of the Office of the Public Prosecution.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria would be
grateful to the OHCHR secretariat if it could include the present reply in the documents
related to this case.
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