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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations Office 

Geneva 

Ref/466/20 

Date: 29 December 2020 

Reply of the Government of Iraq to the joint communiqué regarding the journalist 

Sherwan Amin Naao Suleiman 

1. The full name of the individual in question is Sherwan Amin Naao Suleiman. On the 

basis of probatory evidence, an arrest warrant was issued against him by the investigating 

judge on 6 October 2020 and he was arrested on 7 October 2020 under article 1 of the 

Criminal Code of the Kurdistan Region – Iraq. 

2. He was charged under article 1 of the Criminal Code of the Kurdistan Region (Act 

No. 21 of 2003), which stipulates: “Anyone who, in any manner, deliberately commits an act 

with the intent to prejudice the security, stability and sovereignty of the institutions of the 

Kurdistan Region – Iraq, and which produces the intended effect, shall be liable to 

imprisonment for life or for a fixed term.” 

3. The accused person made his statement before the investigating judge on 8 October 

2020, in the presence of a lawyer appointed by the Office of the Public Prosecution. The 

accused person then examined and signed the record without being subjected to any form of 

coercion. 

4. The individual concerned was not held in solitary confinement; however he was 

isolated in a special unit for a brief period as a preventive measure. This is in line with a 

health protocol which has been followed since March 2020 and which is intended to ensure 

that new detainees are not carrying the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV). 

5. He was visited by the Red Cross on 22 October 2020 and has had telephone calls with 

his family. 

6. Investigations are still ongoing at – and under the supervision of – the Court of Appeal 

in Erbil, and a ruling will be handed down only after all legal procedures have been completed. 

It should be pointed out that proceedings are taking place in full respect of legal formalities 

and of the international obligations of Iraq. 
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The permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the united Nations
office and other international organizations in Geneva presents its
compliments to the office of the United Nations High commissioner for
Human Rights, Special Procedures Branch, and with reference to its letter
dated on 27 November 2020 conceming JOINT CMMLTNICATION
FROM SPECIAL PROCEDURES, has the honour to attach herewith the
answer of the Iraqi govemment on the abovementioned letter.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Special procedures Branch, the
assurances of highest consideration.
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Sacomex, Geneva. Swirzerland

www.mofa.gov.iq

iraq. unog@mofa. gov. iq
Tel.: +41 229180980

Fax: +41 227330326

Offi." of th" Urit"d Nrtionr Hinh Co-.i..ior". [o. Hu."n Ri"ht,
Special Proced ures Branch.
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