


Response to the Joint Communication received from two UN Special Rapporteurs 

 

It is noted that the Government of Sri Lanka has been provided only 48 hours to comment on 

the communication. It would be appreciated if the special procedures afford adequate time to 

the States to engage and respond to lengthy commentaries of this nature particularly where the 

matter pertains to legislation that has already been enacted in accordance with the 

Constitutional provisions of the State concerned. In this context, without prejudice to the above, 

the following may be noted:- 

1. The Bill titled “20th Amendment to the Constitution” was published as a supplement to 

Part II of the Gazette of 28th August 2020 in accordance with Article 78 (1) of the 

Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.  

 

2. The said Bill was duly placed on the order paper of Parliament by the Minister of Justice 

on 22 September 2020.  

 

3. Several petitioners in special determination no. 1-39 of 2020 invoked the jurisdiction of 

the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution of the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka in respect of the said Bill. A number of petitioners also 

sought to intervene in these proceedings under Article 134 (3) of the Constitution.  

 

4. The said Bill was taken up for deliberation by Supreme Court on 29, 30 September and 

1 October 2020. 

 

5. The Supreme Court submitted its determination in relation to the Bill titled “The 20th 

Amendment to the Constitution” to the Parliament of Sri Lanka. (A copy is annexed 

herewith.) 

 

6. Having considered the determination of the Supreme Court, amendments were moved 

at the Committee Stage of Parliament and the said Bill was passed with a 2/3 majority of 

the Members of Parliament voting in its favour. As such, it may be noted that the 20th 

Amendment to the Constitution was passed in full compliance with the Constitutional 

procedure set out under the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka.  

 

 

 

 


