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 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 

other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and, with reference to letter UA RUS 

8/2020 of 1 September 2020 containing a joint enquiry from the special procedures of the 

Human Rights Council, has the honour to transmit herewith additional information from the 

Russian Federation to complement note verbale No. 3413 of 7 October 2020. 

 The Permanent Mission takes this opportunity to convey to the Office the renewed 

assurances of its highest consideration. 

Geneva, 10 November 2020 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
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Information from the Russian Federation regarding the joint enquiry from the special 

procedures of the Human Rights Council concerning Russian citizen Teimur Rza-ogly 

Abdullaiev 

Reference: AU RUS 8/2020 

 The Russian Federation, having examined the above-mentioned joint enquiry of the 

special procedures of the Human Rights Council, has the honour to transmit the following 

information. 

 From 11 October 2016 to 17 August 2018, the investigating agency of the Department 

of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation for the Republic of Crimea and the 

city of Sevastopol investigated criminal case No. 2016427051 against Mr. T. Abdullaiev for 

an offence under article 205.5 (1) (Organization of activities of a terrorist organization and 

participation in the activities of such an organization) of the Criminal Code. 

 Mr. Abdullaiev was lawfully and justifiably detained by the competent officials of the 

Federal Security Service in accordance with article 91 (1) (2) of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure because eye witnesses to the offence had identified him as a perpetrator. Kyiv 

District Court in Simferopol remanded Mr. Abdullaiev in custody as a preventive measure 

and the period of remand in custody was extended several times according to established 

procedures. 

 On 18 August 2019, the North Caucasus District Military Court (now the Southern 

District Military Court) found Mr. Abdullaiev guilty as charged. He was sentenced to 17 

years’ imprisonment in a strict regime penal colony. On 24 December 2019, the Supreme 
Court of the Russian Federation reduced the sentence to 16 years and 6 months’ 
imprisonment in a strict regime colony. 

 Accordingly, Mr. Abdullaiev’s deprivation of liberty is deemed to have begun on 12 
October 2016 and the end date of the sentence is 11 April 2033. 

 Procuratorial oversight and procedural controls did not uncover any violations in the 

investigation of the criminal case against Mr. Abdullaiev. No complaints of unlawful actions 

on the part of Federal Security Service officials were filed with the investigator, the director 

of the investigating agency for the constituent entity of the Russian Federation in question or 

the head of the Investigative Department of the Federal Security Service. 

 At the investigation stage, Mr. Abdullaiev was held in the following federal facilities: 

remand centre No. 1 of the Department of the Federal Penal Service for the Republic of 

Crimea, remand centres No. 2 and No. 3 of the Department of the Federal Penal Service for 

Rostov Province and remand centre No. 1 of the Department of the Federal Penal Service for 

the Republic of Bashkortostan. 

 In these places of detention, Mr. Abdullaiev eight times was subject to disciplinary 

measures for various violations of the regulations, including being held in a punishment cell 

on three occasions and given a reprimand on five. He was also placed on a watch list as a 

person studying, promoting or disseminating extremist ideology. 

 On 7 March 2020, Mr. Abdullaiev arrived at correctional colony No. 2 of the 

Department of the Federal Penal Service for the Republic of Bashkortostan. Mr. Abdullaiev 

earned a bad reputation during his time at the colony. 

 At correctional colony No. 2, Mr. Abdullaiev committed 42 violations of the 

regulations, which were considered by the disciplinary board. The prisoner received 

disciplinary punishments on multiple occasions and was placed 19 times in secure cells 

(disciplinary cells or SHIZO). 

 In view of the above, on 15 September 2020, Mr. Abdullaiev was transferred to unit 

No. 12, where prisoners serve their sentences under strict conditions. 

 Disciplinary action against convicted prisoners is covered under articles 115, 117 and 

119 of the Penalties Enforcement Code. In taking such action against Mr. Abdullaiev, 

consideration was given to the circumstances surrounding the violations in question, his 

character and his previous conduct. The decisions were made by the board in his presence, 

in response to the seriousness and nature of his acts. 
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 The reasons for the punishments imposed were: having an unmade bed; refusal to 

greet a representative of the colony administration; covering the lens of the video surveillance 

camera; inter-cell communication with other prisoners; failure to appear before a Federal 

Penal Service official in the proper manner; non-compliance with the dress code; and 

curtaining off his bed and getting into it outside of authorized hours. 

 On 3 July 2020, Mr. Abdullaiev was found to have repeatedly broken the rules under 

article 116 (2) and (4) of the Penalties Enforcement Code. Furthermore, during his detention 

in correctional colony No. 2, at no time did the procurator’s office issue a formal notice to 
the authorities in response to the disciplinary action against him. 

 Morning exercise is provided for prisoners held in disciplinary cells, pursuant to the 

internal regulations for correctional institutions, approved by Ministry of Justice Order No. 

295 of 16 December 2016, and according to the approved daily schedule at correctional 

colony No. 2. They are also entitled to a one-hour daily walk. 

 Pursuant to article 83 of the Penalties Enforcement Code, all disciplinary cells are 

equipped with surveillance cameras transmitting to a control room in order to prevent escapes, 

further offences and violations of the procedures and to obtain essential information about 

the behaviour of inmates. However, to ensure privacy in all the cells of correctional colony 

No. 2, including the disciplinary cells, the toilets are both partitioned off and outside the range 

of the cameras. 

 In accordance with Ministry of Justice Order No. 279 of 4 September 2006 on the 

approval of the guidance on technical equipment for security and monitoring of penal 

correction system sites, disciplinary cells are equipped with folding beds, which are locked 

away during the day, sufficient storage units and benches for the number of occupants and a 

table secured to the floor. This allows the inmates to have the regulation eight hours of 

unbroken sleep and to sit down during waking hours. 

 The disciplinary unit where Mr. Abdullaiev was held comprises cell No. 3, which has 

an area of 8.1 m2, cell No. 5, which has an area of 8.1 m2 and cell No. 20, which has an area 

of 10.8 m2. 

 Prisoners are always examined by a medical professional for any contraindications 

before being placed in a disciplinary cell. Medical assistance is consistently provided to any 

inmate who requests it. 

 No physical force or restraints were used against Mr. Abdullaiev. He has not reported 

any threat to his life or health from the staff or from other prisoners held in correctional 

colony No. 2. There were no grounds for transferring him to another correctional facility on 

the basis of article 81 of the Penalties Enforcement Code. 

 The staff of correctional facility No. 2 did not seek details from Mr. Abdullaiev about 

potential followers of the banned Hizb ut-Tahrir movement in the Republic of Crimea. 

 In accordance with chapter 15, paragraph 89, of the internal regulations for 

correctional institutions, prisoners subject to strict conditions of detention held in secure cells 

and prisoners subject to punishment in a disciplinary cell, special unit or single cell may only 

make telephone calls in exceptional circumstances. During the period of his detention at 

correctional colony No. 2, Mr. Abdullaiev has been allowed to make eight telephone calls to 

his relatives, specifically his mother and wife. 

 The administration of correctional colony No. 2 has provided a timely response to all 

enquiries about Mr. Abdullaiev received from his lawyers. 

 Mr. Abdullaiev was also granted one short (four-hour) meeting with his mother during 

his sentence, on 26 September 2020. 

 While in detention, Mr. Abdullaiev has received the following items of mail: a packet 

from his mother, Ms. D. Abdullaieva, on 5 August 2020, and a parcel from his wife, Ms. A. 

Abdullaieva, on 16 September 2020. 

 At correctional colony No. 2, correspondence is received, recorded and delivered in 

accordance with articles 15 and 91 of the Penalties Enforcement Code and chapters 12 and 

13 of the internal regulations for correctional institutions. Mr. Abdullaiev’s mail has not been 
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confiscated or blocked. During his period of detention in correctional colony No. 2, he has 

sent 4 letters and received 57. 

 On 8 October 2020, the Commissioner for Human Rights in the Republic of 

Bashkortostan and the assistant chief for human rights in the penal system of the Federal 

Penal Service for the Republic of Bashkortostan visited correctional colony No. 2. They 

spoke with Mr. Abdullaiev regarding personal matters and did not receive any complaints 

from him. 

 Mr. Abdullaiev is under the observation of medical unit No. 1, which is a branch of 

medical centre No. 2 of the Federal Penal Service, a federally funded health-care facility. 

 His medical records contain no information about any stroke suffered in 2019. 

 On 3 September 2020, owing to his high blood pressure, Mr. Abdullaiev was given 

an electrocardiograph (no abnormal changes) and a clinical biochemical blood test (results in 

the normal range), and was prescribed antihypertensive therapy and dynamic monitoring with 

blood pressure checks. 

 Based on frequent monitoring, on 16 October 2020, Mr. Abdullaiev was given 

outpatient care, including a referral to the hospital branch of medical centre No. 2 for 

additional laboratory and instrumental tests and consultation with specialists. 

 During Mr. Abdullaiev’s sentence, he has also been diagnosed with the following 
illnesses: otitis media in the right ear, facial neuritis, retinal angiopathy, foreign object in the 

right ear (cotton wool) and otomycosis in the right ear. 

 Mr. Abdullaiev’s health is currently considered satisfactory. If required, measures will 
be taken to provide him with specialized care, including advanced medical care in the 

national or municipal health-care system. 

 In general, Mr. Abdullaiev receives medical care in accordance with the requirements 

of Russian health legislation, specifically article 101 of the Penalties Enforcement Code, and 

the procedure for the organization of medical care for persons remanded in custody or serving 

a prison sentence, approved by Joint Order of the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of 

Justice No. 285 of 28 December 2017. 

 Mr. Abdullaiev’s detention outside the constituent entities of the Russian Federation 
where he lived and was sentenced is legal under article 73 (4) of the Penalties Enforcement 

Code, which stipulates that persons convicted of offences under article 205 of the Criminal 

Code are sent to serve their sentences in the appropriate correctional facilities in the locations 

determined by the federal penalties enforcement authority. 
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