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1. On 12 June 2014, the terrorist organization Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) 

killed more than 1,800 military personnel who were abducted as they were leaving Camp 

Speicher airbase in the city of Tikrit, governorate of Salah al-Din, Iraq and conducted to the 

presidential palace compound in Tikrit and to other locations around the governorate of Salah 

al-Din. The ISIL terror organization then posted films of the abduction and the killing in 

which some of the members of the organization are shown actually murdering the victims 

with particular brutality and cruelty. A number of persons suspected of having participated 

in those crimes have been arrested. 

2. Following the liberation of Tikrit, legal evidence was found with the discovery of 

mass graves containing the bodies of the military personnel who had been killed by the 

aforementioned terrorist organization, inside the presidential palace compound. 

3. The judicial authorities assigned to investigate the crimes at Camp Speicher took 

down the statements of the accused  and of other accused persons. The 

investigations concluded that all the accused persons who had escaped from Tasferat prison 

in Salah al-Din had participated in the abduction and killing of the military personnel from 

Camp Speicher on 12 June 2014. Given the seriousness of the offence and the existence of 

sufficient evidence, arrest warrants were issued against a group of accused persons, some of 

whom were effectively arrested. Following initial investigations, a group of them was 

referred to the Central Criminal Court: 

• I. Forty-seven accused persons were referred to the Central Criminal Court 

(second chamber) under referral decision No. 273 of 20 January 2016. Of them, 40 

were sentenced to death by the Court under its ruling No. 514/J2/2016 of 18 February 

2016 while the remaining 7 were released as the Court did not find the evidence 

compelling enough to establish that they had a connection with the crime. The ruling 

of the Court was upheld by the Federal Court of Cassation in its ruling No. 

754/(expanded criminal chamber)/2016 of 31 July 2016. 

• In its ruling the Federal Court of Cassation commuted the death sentence against 

 and sentenced him to life imprisonment and ordered the release of 

 

. 

• II. Thirty-eight accused persons were referred to the Central Criminal Court 

(second chamber) under referral decision No. 1957 of 13 July 2017. Of them, 27 were 

sentenced to death by the Court under its ruling No. 2187/J2/2017 of 8 August 2017 

while the remaining 11 were released. The ruling has been referred for scrutiny to the 

Federal Court of Cassation. 

• III. Twenty accused persons were referred to the Central Criminal Court (second 

chamber) under referral decision No. 3098 of 4 July 2018. Of them, 14 were sentenced 

to death by the Court under its ruling No. 3739 of 19 August 2018 while the remaining 

6 were released and referred to the court of inquiry in Salah al-Din as they were 

wanted in connection with other cases. The ruling has been referred for scrutiny to the 

Federal Court of Cassation. 

• IV. Twelve persons have been referred to the Central Criminal Court under referral 

decision No. 34 of 18 January 2020. The date for their trial was fixed for 6 April 2020 

then postponed to 16 November 2020. 

4. In its reply to the joint communication from the special rapporteurs concerning the 

crimes that took place at Camp Speicher, the Iraqi judiciary reaffirmed that throughout the 
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period of the investigations, which lasted five years, neither the relatives of the victims of the 

massacre, nor the accused persons during the course of their interrogations, nor the eye 

witnesses provided any information that might indicate that a group of the cadets had been 

released by the ISIL terrorist bands and were being held in secret detention. The judiciary is 

surprised at such claims and does not know their source, particularly as the ISIL terrorist 

organization entered the governorate of Salah al-Din on 11 June 2014 and the governorate 

was liberated on 4 April 2015. 

5. Via the competent court, the judiciary has taken the necessary steps in regard of 

complaints from victims’ relatives, with a view to providing justice for both victims and their 

families. This has involved taking statements from civil plaintiffs in different parts of Iraq. 

The process covers material and moral compensation, procedures whereby relatives may 

receive pensions and the right to appeal to civil courts to demand compensation on the basis 

of rulings handed down by the Central Criminal Court. 

6. Families of the victims are provided with facilities to lodge complaints and to record 

their statements. They can also access documents of investigations that concern them and 

send them to the competent authorities with a view to receiving compensation as envisaged 

under Iraqi laws, including the Martyrs’ Foundation Act. 

7. As concerns the measures taken to protect the sites of mass graves, the judges from 

the investigating body have – in the company of representatives from the High Commission 

for Human Rights, the Ministry of the Interior and the Department of Forensic Medicine – 

conducted field visits to mass grave sites about which information had been received in 

confessions from accused persons or via eye witnesses. The visits served to verify the 

existence of such sites and, having done so, to take the legal measures necessary to protect 

them from being tampered with (in coordination with all relevant stakeholders including 

forensics) and to identify the remains through DNA matching. Iraq wishes to underline that 

it has made repeated calls to other States and to specialist organizations to supply it with 

modern technologies and advanced equipment to facilitate the discovery of all human 

remains in mass graves. 

8. On the basis of complaints filed by relatives of victims of the crimes at Camp Speicher, 

legal measures have been taken against a number of officers for failing to perform their 

military duties. Once those measures were complete, the case was referred – under court 

letters No. 4286 of 11 March 2015 and No. 6372 of 12 April 2015 – to the legal advice 

department of the Ministry of Defence for it to conclude the investigation under its own 

mandate. 

9. In line with current domestic law, the judiciary provides full legal safeguards for 

accused persons who are being or have been investigated in relation to the crimes at Camp 

Speicher. The same safeguards apply to their lawyers and legal representatives, who are able 

to work without intrusion or interference from the authorities. In fact, a number of the 

defendants have been released due to lack of evidence while others have referred to the 

competent courts in connection with other cases. 

10. All stages of the investigations and trials have taken place under the supervision of 

judges from the Office of the Public Prosecution. 

11. The Iraqi authorities have taken steps to review domestic legislation concerning 

terrorism and security in order to ensure that it is in line with international human rights 

standards and with the international treaties to which Iraq is a party. 

12. The interrogations of the persons accused in connection with the Speicher case were 

conducted within a framework of comprehensive justice and on the basis of evidence and 

confessions that were duly documented by the investigating judicial body. The fact that the 

investigating judicial body follows international human rights standards is evinced by 

requests for judicial assistance received by the Supreme Judicial Council (via the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs) from a number of European States. The requests concern accused persons 

who have been arrested in those States, persons against whom arrest warrants had been issued 

for their involvement in the crimes at Camp Speicher but who had fled outside Iraq. In 

addition, the United Nations Investigative Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes 

Committed by Da’esh/Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (UNITAD) has made a request to 
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act as a liaison between the investigating judicial body and the States where persons 

suspected of involvement in the Camp Speicher crimes have been arrested. Those persons 

had taken advantage of the period in which European States accepted immigration on 

humanitarian grounds and had fled illegally to a number of different countries. Cooperation 

is continuing with a view to arresting suspects and fugitives in those countries through 

inquiries at refugee extradition centres post 12 June 2014. 
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