(Translated from Arabic)

Permanent Mission of the Lebanese Republic to the United Nations Office

and other international organizations in Geneva

Ref: 15/1/29 — 203 —203/2020

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants

Directorate of International Organizations, Conferences and Cultural Relations

Subject: Request for information from the Special Procedures Branch of the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the situation of migrant workers
in Lebanon

Reference: Note verbal No. 909/8 (F) sent by the Directorate of International Organizations,
Conferences and Cultural Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants dated
22 July 2020

In connection with the aforementioned subject and reference, and in follow-up to the
note verbale sent by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants in response to the request
for information from the Special Procedures Branch of the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights on the situation of migrant workers in Lebanon, we would like to provide
the following information from the Ministry of Social Affairs on this subject:

In light of the worsening economic crisis, the outbreak of the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic, and the deteriorating situation of migrant domestic workers, the
Ministry of Social Affairs organized a meeting with representatives of a number of relevant
United Nations organizations. The conditions of domestic workers were discussed in terms
of basic needs, such as food and clothing, protection from exploitation and harassment, health
protection in the context of the pandemic, accommodation, accumulated unpaid wages,
deportation and airfares, with an emphasis on the issue of protecting children who are with
their mothers.

As a result of the meeting, the Ministry of Social Affairs, in partnership with the
International Labour Organization, conducted a rapid survey of migrant domestic workers,
with priority given to the Ethiopian and Kenyan workers gathered outside their countries’
embassies or consulates. The aim is to ensure that their basic needs in terms of health care
and shelter are met and to manage cases of violence and exploitation. It should be noted that
this rapid survey will be carried out among migrant domestic workers who are victims of the
Beirut port explosion.

To this end, the Ministry of Social Affairs, in partnership with the International
Labour Organization, has designed a preliminary rapid screening evaluation form. Based on
the results of the screening, an action plan will be developed, in which the Ministry of Social
Affairs, official institutions, civil society organizations, and concerned international
organizations will participate, with the aim of alleviating the impact of these new
circumstances and improving and strengthening the conditions of this marginalized group.

Kindly take note of the above and take the necessary steps.

Beirut, 25 July 2020
Ministry of Social Affairs
[Signature]

Dr. Ramzi Al-Musharrafiya
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N/Ref. 15/1/29 —203/2020.

La Mission Permanente du Liban auprés de 1’Office des
Nations Unies et des autres Organisations Internationales a Genéve
présente ses compliments au Bureau du Haut Commissariat aux Droits de
I’'Homme, et en référence a sa lettre UA LBN 1/2020 en date du 17 juillet
2020, et suite a notre note verbale N/Ref. 15/ 1/29-195/2020, en date du
18 septembre 2020, a I’honneur de lui faire parvenir ci-joint la réponse
communiquée par le Ministére libanais des Affaires Sociales contenant
des informations concernant «la situation des travailleurs migrants et
particuliérement les domestiques.

La Mission Permanente du Liban saisit cette occasion pour

renouveler au Bureau du Haut Commissariat aux Droits de I’Homme, les
assurances de sa trés haute considération.

Geneve, le 2 Octobre, 2020.

Bureau du Haut Commissariat aux Droits de ’Homme
Palais des Nations
1211 Geneve 10

58, rue de Moillebeau — CH 1209 Geneéve — Tél +41 22 791 85 85 — Fax +41 22 791 85 80 — email : lebanon@lebmissiongva.org
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