(Translated from Arabic)

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office at
Geneva

1. Concerning the request to provide any information and any comment on the
allegations mentioned

A reply has already been provided to the communications referred to in the present
communication concerning the situation of the women mentioned. The allegations and claims
set out in the communication are inaccurate and based entirely on unfounded and
unsubstantiated information from a source. As is borne out by the information below, the
Kingdom is looking into these allegations and clarifying all the surrounding facts in line with
its policy of cooperation with international human rights mechanisms.

The joint communication states that Abdullah al-Hamid was serving a prison
sentence on national security charges relating to his human rights work with the Saudi
Civil and Political Rights Association (ACPRA).

Mr. al-Hamid was convicted of national security offences and offences punishable
under article 6 of the Cybercrime Act. He was tried before an independent court and given
the opportunity during the trial to present his defence, seek the assistance of lawyers and
challenge the decision against him, which was subjected to a judicial review by a higher court.

The Kingdom’s laws guarantee the right to a fair trial and provide all fair trial and
procedural safeguards in keeping with the Kingdom’s international human rights obligations.
The Kingdom’s judiciary derives its authority and principles from Islamic sharia, which
ordains justice and enshrines it as the basis of governance. The independence of the judiciary
is guaranteed under article 46 of the Basic Law of Governance, which provides that: “The
judiciary is an independent authority. Judges, in their administration of justice, are subject to
no authority other than Islamic sharia.” Article 1 of the Judiciary Act provides that: “Judges
are independent and, in their administration of justice, are subject to no authority other than
Islamic sharia and the applicable laws. No one may interfere in the judiciary.” Article 48 of
the Basic Law of Governance further states that courts shall apply the provisions of sharia to
all cases brought before them, as guided by the Qur’an and Sunna and by laws promulgated
by the authorities that are not in conflict with either. Under article 49 of the Basic Law, the
Kingdom’s courts have jurisdiction to adjudicate all offences and disputes except for cases
falling under the jurisdiction of the Board of Grievances (the administrative judiciary).

The above-mentioned ACPRA was founded contrary to law and dissolved by a court
order on the ground of its illegality, without prejudice to the right to freedom of opinion and
expression and to freedom of association and of peaceful assembly established by law, in
conformity with articles 19, 20 and 29 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The joint communication states that the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
found the deprivation of liberty of Mr. al-Hamid to be arbitrary (Opinion No. 38/2015)
and called for his release that year. This call was renewed in 2016.

The opinion of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention that Mr. al-Hamid’s
detention was arbitrary is based on false justifications and therefore unsound. The measures
taken with respect to Mr. al-Hamid have been explained, as have the fair trial and due process
safeguards, which are consistent and compatible with the Kingdom’s international human
rights obligations. The clarifications already provided by the Kingdom have disproved the
allegations and claims raised concerning his situation.

The joint communication states that, since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic,
some limited measures have been taken to mitigate the health consequences of the virus
in prisons. On 26 March 2020, the Government of Saudi Arabia announced that it had
released 250 foreign detainees charged with non-violent immigration offences. On 7
April 2020, King Salman bin Abdulaziz ordered the release of all those imprisoned on
debt-related offences in private law cases and suspended the implementation of final
rulings in pending cases on the subject. The release of further categories of detainees

HRC/NONE/2020/SP/71
GE.20-14982 (E) 071220 071220




HRC/NONE/2020/SP/71

has not been publicly announced and the total number of detainees granted early or
temporary release has not yet been made public.

Pursuant to the Royal Order promulgated on 14 Sha’ban A.H. 1441 (7 April AD.
2020), the implementation of final rulings and judicial orders relating to the imprisonment of
debtors in private law cases has been suspended and anyone imprisoned in execution of such
rulings and orders was immediately granted temporary release. The Order was made as part
of the Kingdom’s efforts to control the spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) and ensure
everyone’s safety. Human health is the priority and all persons covered by the Royal Order
have benefited.

The joint communication includes a number of allegations about the court
involved in hearing the cases of Mses. Loujain al-Hathloul, Mayaa al-Zahrani, Nouf
Abdulaziz and seven other women human rights defenders, about the charges against
them and about access to the trial hearings. It also includes allegations that the women
were subjected to torture while in detention.

Following the issuance of warrants of arrest by the competent authority, the women
mentioned were apprehended on charges of having committed serious arrestable offences
under article 2 of the Act concerning the suppression of terrorism offences and their financing,
which provides that: “The offences provided for in the present Act shall be deemed serious
arrestable offences.” These include national security offences and cybercrimes punishable
under the Cybercrime Act. The measures taken with respect to the women are in line with
the Kingdom’s international human rights obligations and duties.

No one is ever detained for exercising his or her rights and freedoms. All citizens and
residents, whether men or women, enjoy their rights and exercise their freedoms without
discrimination under the Kingdom’s current laws. No group, however named or described,
is given preference in the enjoyment of those rights or the exercise of those freedoms. Anyone
whose rights are violated may file a complaint in accordance with the available legal remedies.
Under the Kingdom’s laws, all State agencies are required to treat all individuals fairly,
irrespective of religion, race, gender or nationality. Where any such agency or its
representative fails to enforce a right, there are mechanisms in place for providing effective
human rights safeguards in accordance with legal procedures. These include the judicial
authorities and human rights institutions, both governmental and non-governmental.

It is prohibited under the Kingdom’s laws to restrict a person’s actions or to arrest or
imprison anyone except as provided by law, in accordance with article 36 of the Basic Law
of Governance, which states that security shall be provided for all citizens and residents
throughout the Kingdom.

The competence of a court to hear a case is determined by the rules on jurisdiction
ratione materiae and ratione loci set out in the Kingdom’s laws.

The allegation that the women were not allowed to speak during the hearing is untrue;
from the start of their trial, they were afforded all of their rights under the Code of Criminal
Procedure. Their relatives were, for instance, permitted to attend the trial hearings; they had
access to lawyers and legal representatives; they were informed of the proceedings; and it
was ascertained that they had not been subjected to influence. At trial hearings, charges laid
by the Public Prosecutor are read out to the accused in accordance with article 160 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, which provides that: “The court shall, during the hearing,
inform accused persons of the charge against them, read out and explain the charge to them,
provide them with a copy of the charge sheet and ask them to respond to the charge.”

Judges inform defendants of their right to respond to the charge orally there and then,
or in writing, and to have access to a defence lawyer or legal representative, pursuant to
article 4 (1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which provides that: “Accused persons may
seek the assistance of a legal representative or lawyer to defend them during investigation
and trial.” The women’s cases are still under judicial consideration.

The women’s trial was public and attended by local media, relatives of the women
and representatives of the Human Rights Commission. Article 64 of the Code of Sharia
Procedure provides that proceedings must be conducted in public unless the judge, either at
his discretion or at the request of one of the parties, decides that they should be held in camera
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in order to maintain order or safeguard public morals or family privacy. Article 154 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure sets out the same principle. Article 164 of the Code of Sharia
Procedure states that judgments must be delivered at a public hearing. Article 181 (1) of the
Code of Criminal Procedure provides that, after being signed by the issuing judge(s),
judgments must be read out at a public hearing in the presence of the parties to the
proceedings and all judges involved in the delivery of the judgment.

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, the women’s trial hearings have been
postponed. Steps for the trial to be conducted remotely, subject to the agreement of the parties
to the proceedings, are being completed.

Concerning the presence of a court-appointed lawyer at the women’s trial hearings,
the women chose their own legal representatives. Some of them, however, requested the
appointment of a lawyer at State expense, in accordance with article 139 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, which states that accused persons who lack the financial means to access
a lawyer may ask the court to appoint a defence lawyer on their behalf, at State expense.
Their request was answered.

As to the allegation that the women mentioned that they had suffered torture, no such
allegation was made in the pleadings presented by the women’s lawyers, except with respect
to Loujain al-Hathloul, who said that she had been subjected to torture but neither contested
the evidence presented nor stated that it had been obtained under torture. The Public
Prosecution Service has investigated these allegations and found nothing to substantiate them.

The Kingdom’s laws criminalize and punish torture and include a set of guarantees
and measures for ensuring that no detainee or prisoner is subjected to torture, ill-treatment or
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Article 2 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure provides that no person may be arrested, searched, detained or imprisoned, except
as prescribed by law, and that no person may be detained or imprisoned in places not
designated for such purposes by law or for a term not set by the competent authority. It is
prohibited to inflict physical or mental harm on arrested persons and to subject them to torture
or degrading treatment. Article 36 of the Code states that arrested persons must be treated
with dignity, not be subjected to any physical or mental harm, be informed of the reasons for
their arrest and be permitted to contact a person of their choosing in order to inform that
person of their arrest. Under article 102 of the Code, accused persons must not be questioned
in a manner that affects their willingness to give statements; must not be required to take an
oath; must not be subjected to coercion; and must not be questioned away from the premises
of the investigating authority unless deemed necessary by the investigator.

Article 28 of the Imprisonment and Detention Act affirms that prisoners and detainees
may not be subjected to any form of assault and provides for disciplinary action against civil
or military officials who commit such acts, without prejudice to any criminal penalties to
which they may be liable. Under article 2 (8) of Royal Decree No. 43 of A H. 1377 (A.D.
1958), it is prohibited for anyone acting in an official capacity to engage in ill-treatment and
coercion involving, for example, torture, cruelty. confiscation of assets or denial of personal
freedoms. This includes in addition the imposition of exemplary punishment or fines,
imprisonment, expulsion, compulsory residence in a specific location, and unlawful entry to
homes. The penalty for such acts is imprisonment for a term of up to 10 years.

All prisons and detention centres in the Kingdom are subject to monitoring and
inspection, with necessary measures taken in the event of any violation. In the performance
of their functions, criminal investigation officials are also supervised by public prosecutors,
as provided in article 25 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. In the interest of further
enhancing oversight and of safeguarding in turn the rights of prisoners and detainees, the
Human Rights Commission, pursuant to article 5 (6) and (7) of its Statute, may visit prisons
and detention centres at any time without authorization from the competent authority, receive
and verify human rights-related complaints, and take the corresponding legal measures. The
National Society for Human Rights, which is a civil society association, also visits prisons
and detention facilities and receives complaints. Offices of the Public Prosecution Service
have been opened in several prisons, together in some cases with offices of the Human Rights
Commission and the National Society for Human Rights, so that prison conditions can be
closely monitored and complaints received on the spot. Under the Kingdom’s laws, all States
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agencies are required to treat individuals fairly, irrespective of religion, race, gender or
nationality. Where any such agency, its representative or an individual fails to enforce a right,
there are mechanisms in place for providing effective human rights safeguards in accordance
with legal procedures. These include the judicial authorities and human rights institutions,
both governmental and non-governmental.

The Kingdom is bound by the human rights conventions to which it is a party,
including the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment, and furthermore considers them to be part of its laws.

The joint communication states that, since January 2020, Loujain al-Hathloul
and Nassima al-Sadah have reportedly been forced to spend periods under solitary
confinement.

Neither of the two women mentioned has been forced to remain in solitary
confinement. Loujain al-Hathloul and Nassima al-Sadah requested a transfer from the
communal prison into solitary confinement, as did Loujain al-Hathloul’s parents in respect
of their daughter, and each was consequently moved to an individual room in line with her
wishes. All female detainees are afforded the opportunity to engage in any of the activities
and programmes organized in the women’s section.

The joint communication alleges that phone calls to Mr. Abdullah al-Hamid’s
family had been heavily restricted since the spread of the virus.

The precautionary measures applied in prisons to prevent an outbreak of COVID-19
include restrictions on telephone usage because of the need to observe distancing and
disinfect telephones after each use. These restrictions apply to everyone, without distinction,
so as to preserve the safety of inmates.

2. Concerning the request to provide information on the conditions in which Mses.
al-Hathloul, Mayaa al-Zahrani, Nouf Abdulaziz, Badawi and al-Sadah continue to be
held and the measures taken to ensure their physical and mental integrity, including
access to appropriate health care, notably in view of the spread of COVID-19; and
indicate whether any of them are being considered for early release in the light of the
COVID-19 pandemic

The above-mentioned women were arrested and detained in accordance with the law,
as stated earlier in reply No. 1, on charges of having committed punishable offences. Their
cases are still under judicial consideration.

All the women are in good health and being treated in accordance with the Kingdom’s
laws, which provide them with the necessary safeguards and guarantee their rights. They
benefit from essential medical care in the same way as other detainees. All detainees and
prisoners undergo a medical examination on arrival in prison, are provided with appropriate
medical services and care, and are frequently tested for COVID-19.

Asto the women’s release, it is a matter for the court hearing their cases, in accordance
with article 123 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which provides that: “Where accused
persons are referred to court, the court shall have jurisdiction to release them, if they are in
detention, or to detain them if they are at liberty.”

3. Concerning the request to indicate what measures were taken to ensure Mr. al-
Hamid’s access to appropriate treatment and care while in prison in view of his delicate
health condition

Mr. al-Hamid arrived in prison suffering from type 1 diabetes and hypertension
(ischemic heart disease). An appointment was made for him at King Saud Medical City and
he became a patient at the cardiology and internal medicine clinics. He periodically attended
both clinics and medication was routinely dispensed to him. His visits to medical clinics
included the following:

1. Echocardiogram clinic on 20 Rabi’ IT A .H. 1441 (17 December A.D. 2019)

2. Internal medicine and diabetes clinic on 17 Jumada I A H. 1441 (12 January
A.D. 2020)
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3. Cardiology clinic on 21 Jumada I A.H. 1441 (16 January A.D. 2020)
4. Medication dispensary on 17 Jumada II A H. 1441 (10 February A.D. 2020)
5. Dental clinic (fillings) on 6 Rajab A H. 1441 (1 March A.D. 2020)

Mr. al-Hamid was receiving appropriate medical care and enjoying its benefits in the
same way as other detainees and prisoners. His condition was also continually monitored by
the Human Rights Commission. He fell ill on 16 Sha’ban A.H. 1441 (9 April A.D. 2020),
was attended by one of the personnel on duty at the correctional facility’s 24-hour medical
centre and was immediately taken to hospital by a Saudi Red Crescent ambulance. A medical
examination and tests conducted in the presence of one of his children showed that he had
had a stroke. He remained in an induced coma for 14 days, during which he received the
necessary medical care, and died from a brain clot on 30 Sha’ban A H. 1441 (23 April A.D.
2020).

4. Concerning the request to indicate the reasons for the delay in the surgery that
Mr. al-Hamid was to undergo as per medical advice; explain why he was not permitted
to remain at a medical facility for appropriate treatment and care pending his operation;
and explain how that was consistent with obligations under international human rights
law

This allegation is untrue; the prison administration does not interfere in medical issues.
Decisions as to whether a patient remains in a medical facility or returns to prison rest with
the treating physician. The prison administration plays no part in appointments, medications,
surgical operations or any other medical matter. Its role is confined to transporting prisoners
and providing security, in line with the Kingdom’s obligations under international human
rights law.

S. Concerning the request to provide information about any investigation
conducted into the allegations of denial of medical care by prison authorities which
resulted in the death of Mr. al-Hamid

Mr. al-Hamid was not denied medical care. As already stated in reply No. 3, his
condition was continually monitored by the Human Rights Commission, which duly went to
the prison to check that current human rights laws and regulations were being enforced,
uncover any abuses of those laws constituting an infringement of human rights and take legal
measures accordingly, pursuant to article 5 (1) of its Statute, and to ascertain the cause of Mr.
al-Hamid’s death, pursuant to article 5 (7) thereof. It examined his medical file and he was
found to have received appropriate medical care and to have routinely taken his medication.
Interviews were conducted with officials of the correctional facility and with several of those
who were on the scene at the time of the incident, including inmates who lived in the same
wing as Mr. al-Hamid. Statements were taken from them about the incident and it was clearly
established that procedures in respect of Mr. al-Hamid’s condition had been properly
followed and were consistent with the laws and directives in place. No failure or negligence
on the part of the prison administration or those who delivered medical care was found to
have occurred.

The medical report issued stated that Mr. al-Hamid had died naturally as the result of
a stroke, with his relatives saying that they were satisfied with that conclusion.

6. Concerning the request to provide information on steps taken to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 in prisons and ensure that prisoners enjoy the same standards of
health care that are available in the rest of Saudi Arabia, with access to necessary
health-care services free of charge without discrimination on the grounds of their legal
status

Preventive steps and precautions have been taken in prisons to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 in line with the protocols and guidelines approved by the Ministry of Health for
dealing with the pandemic. Prisons now have integrated medical teams working round the
clock to ensure that all precautions are followed. Screening units have also been set up at
section entrances to check that all personnel are well and safe to come into contact with
inmates. Measures are in place to keep prison surroundings safe from any potential infection
and verify compliance with personal protection measures, including glove- and mask-
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wearing and personal sanitization, and all prison buildings and facilities are continually
disinfected. Tools developed by the Global Centre for Mass Gathering Medicine, which is
part of the Ministry of Health, and the National Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
are also deployed for assessing health risks associated with the spread of COVID-19. All
detainees and prisoners are frequently tested, in coordination with the Ministry of Health, to
check that they are well. These services are provided free of charge, without discrimination
on grounds of legal status.

In cooperation with the Ministry of Health, plans have also been drawn up for
implementing precautionary measures in regional prisons to prevent the spread of COVID-
19.

The measures taken have included talks given by specialist physicians to increase
awareness among personnel and inmates alike and better educate them on health in the face
of this pandemic.

A series of joint workshops was promptly organized with the Ministry of Health to
provide full safety training for the teams dealing with the situation on the ground.

An online training course on the prevention and control of communicable diseases,
including COVID-19, in prison settings was also delivered in conjunction with the
Subregional Office for the Gulf Cooperation Council Countries of the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime.

All family visits to inmates have been suspended, as have the cultural and sports
activities in which groups of inmates normally engage.

Other measures taken to prevent the spread of coronavirus in prisons include:

1. Assigning a specialist medical team to examine new prisoners before they are
moved onto a wing, check that they are free of COVID-19, and give out medical
masks and gloves;

2. Coordinating with police stations to ensure that no one is moved into a prison
without a medical report confirming that they are free of coronavirus;

3. Pardoning more prisoners from serving the remainder of their terms so as to
reduce prisoner numbers;

4. Introducing visual and temperature screening points at prison gates;
5. Organizing remote trials in prisons in conjunction with the courts;
6. Sanitizing and disinfecting prisons on a daily basis.

In addition, as already stated in reply No. 1, the implementation of final rulings and
judicial orders relating to the imprisonment of debtors in private law cases has been
suspended and anyone imprisoned in execution of such rulings and orders was immediately
granted temporary release.

7. Concerning the request to indicate what specific legal and administrative
measures have been taken to ensure that human rights defenders, including women
human rights defenders, in Saudi Arabia are able to carry out their legitimate work,
including through the exercise of their right to freedom of opinion and expression and
their rights to freedom of association, in a safe and enabling environment without fear
of threats or acts of intimidation and harassment of any kind, including gendered
intimidations, against either themselves or their families

As already explained in reply No. 1, no one is ever detained for exercising his or her
rights and freedoms. Under the Kingdom’s laws, it is prohibited to restrict a person’s actions
or to arrest or imprison anyone except as provided by law.

Concerning freedom of opinion and expression: The Kingdom’s laws protect freedom
of opinion and expression, guaranteeing to every individual the exercise of that right unless
it is prejudicial or detrimental to public order or to society, its members or its firmly
established values. This limitation is consistent with relevant international standards, in
particular article 29 (2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states that: “In
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the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as
are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the
rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order
and the general welfare ...”. It is also consistent with article 19 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, which provides that everyone has the right to hold opinions
without interference and the right to freedom of expression, and that the exercise of those
rights may be subject to certain restrictions, including in order to respect the right or
reputations of others or to protect national security, public order, health or morals.

Concerning association: The Civil Associations and Institutions Act (2015) makes
provision for social development objectives through the regulation, development and
protection of non-governmental activity with a view to increasing the benefits associated
therewith, contributing to national development, and promoting public participation in the
running and advancement of society. The Act underpins the vision of shifting from a pastoral
to a developmental approach, fostering a voluntary work culture within the community and
achieving social solidarity. To facilitate procedures, it states that 10 persons may found an
association and obtain licences within 60 days of the date of submission of the documents
supporting the application.

The Kingdom supports associations and institutions that promote and protect human
rights or specific areas of human rights and, moreover, it treats them as key human rights
partners. Examples of this partnership include the promulgation of the Abuse Protection Act,
which was drafted by a civil society organization; participation in the preparation of the Child
Protection Act; and the involvement of non-governmental and civil society organizations in
drawing up, among others, the Kingdom’s treaty reports.

One of the most prominent civil society institutions concerned with human rights is
the National Society for Human Rights, which publishes reports on the human rights situation
in the Kingdom. On the basis of complaints received and violations detected, the reports
highlight shortcomings that impede the full enjoyment of any human right, single out their
causes, assess progress achieved and present conclusions and recommendations accordingly.
The Society also prepares studies and issues press statements. Several other human rights
associations and institutions similarly produce studies and reports and organize seminars,
interactive activities and media events aimed at protecting and promoting the rights that they
support. Such associations are guaranteed independence in the performance of their functions,
which are unrestricted by law.

The Human Rights Commission organizes courses, conferences, seminars and
workshops for building the technical capacities of human rights workers (governmental and
non-governmental) so that they can perform their work objectively on the basis of
international human rights standards in the light of Islamic sharia.

It is evident, therefore, from the foregoing that the allegations and claims made in the
joint communication are untrue. The measures taken with respect to the individuals
mentioned have been explained and are consistent and compatible with international human
rights standards.

The Kingdom reminds the special procedures thematic mandate holders of the Human
Rights Council who authored the joint communication of the Code of Conduct for Special
Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council adopted by resolution 5/2 on 18
June 2007, in particular the following:

1. While discharging their mandate in accordance with article 6 (a) of the Code
of Conduct, mandate holders must give due consideration to the information provided
on the situation;

2. The information provided by the Kingdom on the situation must be taken fully
into account in accordance with article 6 (b) of the Code of Conduct;

3. All information, especially allegations and claims concerning the situation that
are provided by sources to thematic mandate holders, must be evaluated, in
accordance with article 6 (c) of the Code of Conduct, in the light of internationally
recognized human rights standards relevant to their mandate, and of international
conventions to which the State concerned is a party;
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4. Communications submitted on the situation should not be manifestly
unfounded or politically motivated, in accordance with article 9 (a) of the Code of
Conduct;

5. Communications should be submitted by a person or group of persons acting
in good faith in accordance with principles of human rights, and free from politically
motivated stands or contrary to, the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,
and claiming to have direct or reliable knowledge of those violations substantiated by
clear information, in accordance with article 9 (d) of the Code of Conduct;

6. Communications submitted on the situation should not be exclusively based
on reports disseminated by mass media, in accordance with article 9 (e) of the Code
of Conduct;

7. Mandate holders must bear in mind the need to ensure that their personal
political opinions are without prejudice to the execution of their mission, and base
their conclusions and recommendations on objective assessments of human rights
situations, in accordance with article 12 (a) of the Code of Conduct;

8. In implementing their mandate, therefore, mandate holders must show restraint,
moderation and discretion so as not to undermine the recognition of the independent
nature of their mandate or the environment necessary to properly discharge the said
mandate, in accordance with article 12 (b) of the Code of Conduct;

9. It is important to comply with article 13 (a) of the Code of Conduct by
indicating fairly what responses were given by the Kingdom, without any improper
summarizing.

10.  Mandate holders must ensure that their declarations on the human rights
situation in the country are at all times compatible with their mandate and the integrity,
independence and impartiality which their status requires, and which is likely to
promote a constructive dialogue among stakeholders, as well as cooperation for the
promotion and protection of human rights, in accordance with article 13 (b) of the
Code of Conduct.
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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and
of association; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health; the Special Rapporteur on torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and the Working Group on discrimination
against women and girls, and has the honor to attach the reply of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on
joint communication ref: AL SAU 8/2020 dated 2 June 2020.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations and other
International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and
of association; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health; the Special Rapporteur on torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and the Working Group on discrimination
against women and girls the assurance of its highest consecration.
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