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  (Translated from Chinese) 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of joint communication AL CHN 8/2020 of 7 May 2020 

from the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; the Working Group 

on Arbitrary Detention; the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; 

the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 

and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and 

of association; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the 

highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; the Special Rapporteur on the 

promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering 

terrorism; and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment of the United Nations Human Rights Council. The Chinese 

Government would like to respond with the following: 

1. Regarding the cases of Guo Quan and Xu Zhiyong 

Guo Quan is a 52-year-old male from Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, who was taken into 

criminal detention on 1 February 2020 by the public security authorities, in accordance with 

the law, on suspicion of committing an offence, and whose arrest was approved on 14 

February by the procurator’s office. His case is currently proceeding. Xu Zhiyong is a 47-

year-old male originally from Minquan County in Henan Province who was a lecturer at the 

Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications. On 15 February 2020, Mr. Xu was 

placed under investigation by the public security authorities, in accordance with the law, on 

suspicion of committing an offence. During the period of detention, the public security 

authorities handled the case in accordance with the law and guaranteed his legal rights, in 

accordance with the law. The case is currently proceeding. 

2. Regarding so-called retaliation against citizens for exercising freedom of speech and 

discussing issues related to the pandemic 

The laws and regulations of the People’s Republic of China, including the Constitution, the 

Criminal Law, the National Security Law, the Cybersecurity Law, the Public Security 

Administration Punishments Law and the Administration of Internet Information Services 

Procedures, clearly establish that Chinese citizens have freedom of expression, and in 

accordance with the law, China guarantees freedom of expression on the Internet. However, 

when citizens make use of their freedoms and rights, they must not harm the State, society, 

collective interests and other citizens’ legal interests. The Internet is not a lawless space. 

Any individual or organization using the Internet must comply with the provisions of the 

Constitution and the law and must not use the Internet to spread violent, obscene or 

pornographic content; they must not fabricate or broadcast false information to disrupt the 

economic and social order; and they must not carry out activities attacking the reputation, 

privacy, intellectual property rights or other legal rights of others. This is in line with the 

spirit of international human rights instruments and the common practice in all countries. In 

recent years, countries all over the world have strengthened legal governance of Internet 

information content. Through administrative supervision and public-private sector 

cooperation, they have strengthened the duties of social platforms to delete or block illegal 

content and to set up complaint mechanisms. False information has become another focus 

for governance, after terrorism and pornography. 

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, a few people have fabricated and 

deliberately disseminated false information on the pandemic on the Internet and are 

suspected of committing crimes. The Chinese public security authorities, together with the 

relevant departments, have investigated and cracked down on them, in accordance with the 

law. The relevant law enforcement actions have been based on the law and the procedures 

have been legitimate. There has been no such thing as “restrictions … retaliation, threats or 

intimidation” for the expression of views related to the pandemic. 

3. Regarding the recently adopted Provisions on the Governance of the Online 

Information Content Ecosystem 

Cyberspace is the shared virtual space of millions and millions of people. Ensuring the 

health and propriety of the cyberspace environment is in line with the interests of the people. 
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China is committed to promoting web management and administration and Internet access 

in accordance with the law, allowing for full action by civil society associations, companies, 

experts and scholars, netizens and others, establishing a model of network governance 

involving the collaboration of numerous stakeholders and promoting the healthy 

development of the country’s Internet and safeguarding citizens’ legitimate rights and 

interests in cyberspace. 

4. Regarding the revision of the number of confirmed COVID-19 pneumonia cases and 

deaths in Wuhan 

In accordance with article 38 (4) of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on 

Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases, “the publication of information on 

infectious disease pandemics shall be timely and accurate”; article 25 (3) of the Public 

Health Emergency Response Regulations states that “information shall be provided in a 

timely manner and be accurate and comprehensive”; article 19 of the Regulations on the 

Implementation of the Statistics Law states that “if the statistical data are incomplete or 

there are obvious errors, the subject of the statistical survey shall supplement or correct 

them, in accordance with the law”; article 14 of the Regulations on the Registration and 

Management of Information on Deaths in the Population (pilot regulations) sets out that 

“medical and health institutions shall establish systems for the correction of data”, and 

article 15 stipulates that “medical and health institutions shall establish a system for the 

comparison and verification of information and supplementing of reports”. In line with the 

principle of responsibility to the historical record, to the people and to the deceased, and to 

ensure that the entire city’s information on the COVID-19 pandemic is transparent and 

made public and that the data are accurate, the COVID-19 pandemic prevention and control 

centre in Wuhan, Hubei Province, set up a big data epidemiological investigation unit for 

the pandemic and organized the city’s health, disease control, public security, civil 

administration, justice and statistics services. Online, the number of cases of the virus was 

compared, verified, purged of duplications, cross-checked and completed by the Wuhan 

COVID-19 big data information system, the municipal funeral and burial service 

information system, the municipal medical administration and management system for 

COVID-19 and the municipal COVID-19 coronavirus nucleic acid test system. Offline, in 

order to meet the requirement for full coverage, with no omissions, data were collected 

from all pandemic-related places, including fever clinics, hospitals, patient shelters, 

isolation centres, districts affected by the pandemic and specific facilities such as prisons 

and nursing homes under the jurisdiction of the public security, justice, civil administration 

and other departments. For all cases, the patient’s personal information was collected and 

checked by the medical facilities, neighbourhood and district administrations, local police 

stations, the patients’ work units and families, with screening and checking for each person, 

ensuring that the information on each patient’s case was verified as accurate, error-free and 

objectively correct. 

As at midnight on 16 April, the number of confirmed cases in Wuhan initially stood at 

50,008. Some patients consulted facilities in more than one district or consulted at more 

than one hospital, resulting in double registrations, so the number should be reduced by 217; 

there was also a lag or omission of reporting for 542 cases, which should be added, thus 

bringing the revised total number of confirmed cases to 50,333. 

As at midnight on 16 April, the number of confirmed deaths in Wuhan initially stood at 

2,579, of which 164 cases should be subtracted because they involved repeat registrations 

or cases unrelated to COVID-19; a number of deaths outside of hospitals had not been 

reported to the disease prevention information system, and there was a lag or omission in 

the reporting of deaths by some medical facilities, accounting for an increase of 1,454 

deaths, and bringing the revised cumulative number of confirmed deaths to 3,869. 

The reasons for the discrepancies in the above numbers are as follows: first, early on, a 

surge in the number of pandemic patients led to a rush on the medical facilities, whose 

capacity for admission was gravely insufficient; a number of patients were not hospitalized 

for treatment and died at home. Secondly, at the peak of the treatment phase, the hospitals 

were overloaded and medical staff were occupied with treatment, so there were delays, 

omissions and errors in their reporting, for reasons beyond their control. Third, due to a 

rapid increase in the number of medical facilities designated for treating patients, including 

those reporting to a ministry, provincial, municipal and district hospitals, as well as 

company facilities, private hospitals and patient shelters, a few medical facilities failed to 
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connect with the pandemic information network and failed to submit information on time. 

Fourthly, registration information on some of the deceased was incomplete, and there was 

also repeated or erroneous reporting. 

The safety of the people’s lives and their health are their most fundamental need and 

universal aspiration. Behind the numbers for the pandemic are the lives and health of the 

public, and also the public’s trust in the Government. The timely revision of the number of 

confirmed cases and of the number of confirmed deaths in the COVID-19 pandemic not 

only upholds the people’s rights and interests; it is beneficial in making rational decisions 

on pandemic prevention and control and is the way to meet the public’s concerns, and 

above all to show respect for each and every life. 

    












