(Translated from Chinese)

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of joint communication AL CHN12/2020 of 2 June
2020 from the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances, the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, the Special
Rapporteur on minority issues and the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief.
The Chinese Government would like to respond with the following:

The 14th Dalai Lama has destroyed religious rituals, disregarded historical customs
and has, without the authority to do so, named Gedhun Choekyi Nyima as the “reincarnated
child Panchen Lama”, in an act that was illegal and without effect. Choekyi Nyima is not the
“reincarnated child Panchen Lama”; he is just an ordinary Chinese citizen, and from
childhood received compulsory education from the State, worked hard and entered university
and is now employed. He and his family do not want outside interference in their current,
normal lives and would like the relevant parties to show full understanding and respect for
their wishes.

The Chinese Government pursues a policy of freedom of religion and belief; the
Tibetan people’s freedom of religion and belief is fully guaranteed, of course including
respect for and the maintenance of the Tibetan Buddhist tradition of the reincarnation of the
living Buddha. The lineage of the living Buddha, the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama, was
formed and developed in Tibet, China. Their religious status and titles were also established
by the central Government. The reincarnation of the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama is by
nature an internal affair of China and there is no room here for any foreign meddling.
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THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA AND OTHER
INTERTATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN SWITZERLAND

11 Chemin de Surville, 1213 Petit-Lancy
Tel: +41(0)22 879 56 78  Fax: +41(0)22 793 70 14
Email: chinamission_gva@mfa.gov.cn Website: www.china-un.ch

No. GJ/40/2020

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the latter’s letter
[AL CHN12/2020] dated 2 June 2020, has the honor to transmit herewith
the reply by the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest

consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
GENEVA
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K. FEBRARXELT:

VO R RO E A, UG ], EEANME A
EARPAERE N RS RE. IRFF NN,
WMEREIE “BERE”, RE-—LLHBFEAR, AN
BEXEXNHHF, AFAFE XY, HWEIE. hf
HEALFLEENNER EEZINRTH, FELAHLS
HRE Ao EEMEEMAIINER.

HERF AT EREMNE B, ERARNTEHEW
HHFEA,RE, YAGAEEE L BEHREHE
X —fZ AT A, A ERERYRYRLETHE R,
HRFMAI A T2 B RBFH LR, B SRR 4
HHESRETENSES, FETMIHDNET.



