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  (Translated from Chinese) 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of communication AL CHN 10/2020 of 29 April 

2020 from the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent; the Special 

Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of 

physical and mental health; the Special Rapporteur on minority issues; the Special 

Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related 

intolerance; and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment, of the United Nations Human Rights Council. The Chinese 

Government would like to respond with the following: 

Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, China has taken prevention and 

control measures of the most comprehensive, strict and thorough nature, and this strategy has 

achieved excellent results. In its pandemic prevention and control process the Chinese 

Government has always attached great importance to the protection of the life, health and 

safety of foreign persons in China. It ensures equal treatment for all foreigners in China and 

has opposed any practices that differentiate or target specific groups of people. The Chinese 

Government has always resolutely opposed racial discrimination and has zero tolerance for 

discriminatory words and actions. 

China is still facing a grave situation where it is preventing the disease from arriving 

from abroad and domestically preventing a resurgence. Guangdong Province, as a large 

Chinese province open to the world, is facing a particularly serious danger from overseas and 

thus must take extra prevention and control measures. This is the responsible way to proceed, 

not only for Chinese people, but for all foreigners in Guangdong, including Africans. 

Guangdong Province attaches great importance to treating all confirmed COVID-19 

cases of foreign nationals, including those of African nationality. It has made special plans 

and proper arrangements and it has successfully treated a number of persons of African 

nationality who had serious cases of COVID-19, and it has ensured the safety of their lives 

and their health to the utmost extent. In order to protect the health and safety of all Chinese 

and foreign persons, since 4 April, Guangzhou has implemented enhanced prevention and 

control measures, including by focusing screening and comprehensive testing on all high-

risk groups and by implementing a 14-day health management procedure for all passengers 

arriving from overseas. Those targeted for testing include not only foreigners, but also 

Chinese citizens arriving in the country. Among the foreigners entering China there are both 

African expatriates and citizens of other countries. 

To address the concerns of the countries and persons in question, Guangdong Province 

initially carried out screening and took effective measures, including an insistence on 

implementing various health management services in accordance with the principle of non-

discrimination, providing more customized services and health protection guidelines for 

foreigners, designating special hotels for foreigners requiring medical observation and 

appropriately reducing and exempting accommodation expenses for people with financial 

difficulties. It took steps to properly accommodate foreign nationals who were homeless and 

established an effective communication mechanism with various consulates in Guangzhou, 

including those of African countries; it reported on prevention and control measures in a 

timely manner and, one by one, studied and addressed the problems and difficulties reported 

by foreigners and reported on the situation. 

The Foreign Affairs Office of the People’s Government of Guangdong Province 

issued an open letter entitled “All in the same boat, combating the pandemic and building a 

community of human health” in Chinese, English and French, emphasizing the following: 

“No place of employment or individual may restrict or refuse access to specific persons, on 

the basis of their nationality, race, sex or skin colour, to hotels, rental housing or public places 

such as districts, shopping centres and parks;” “No place of employment or individual may 

restrict or refuse access to public transit facilities such as the metro, buses or taxis to a group 

of people on the basis of their nationality, race, sex or skin colour;” “It is prohibited to refuse 
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the provision of day-to-day services to a group of people, including hairdressing, shopping 

and restaurant services;” and “No place of employment or individual may treat specific 

groups of people differently or discriminate against them on the basis of nationality, race, sex 

or skin colour when they go to medical facilities for treatment.” 

One after another, a large number of countries have shown understanding of the 

pandemic prevention measures taken by Guangdong and have approved of the fact that China 

has taken positive measures to respond to the relevant concerns. It is generally believed that 

the pandemic prevention measures taken in Guangdong Province are a responsible step for 

all Chinese and foreign citizens and that foreigners working and living there should cooperate 

and support them. Alima Gakou, the head of the consular delegation of African countries in 

Guangzhou and Consul General of Mali in Guangzhou, said, “All the measures show that 

Guangdong attaches great importance to expatriates from African countries. At present, the 

consulates of African countries in Guangzhou have established various communication 

mechanisms with the Guangdong Province and Guangzhou municipal governments so that 

we can understand the pandemic prevention and control policies in Guangdong in real time 

and cooperate in combating the pandemic.” Teferi Melesse Desta, the Consul General of 

Ethiopia in Guangzhou, said, “We agree with the scientific pandemic prevention measures 

adopted by Guangdong and we are glad to see that government departments at all levels have 

established a series of highly efficient mechanisms and adjusted the relevant measures 

according to the pandemic’s development.” 

China and Africa are good friends, partners and brethren. The traditional friendship 

between China and Africa is rock solid and unbreakable. Our African friends have been 

treated fairly, justly and amicably in China. China is fully supporting Africa in fighting the 

COVID-19 pandemic and is helping Africa to improve its disease prevention and control 

capability and capacity for sustainable development. China will continue to strengthen 

cooperation with African countries, working hand in hand to overcome the pandemic, 

unswervingly promote friendship between China and Africa and build a shared destiny of 

closer Chinese-African relations. 
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