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Koreans Plan Rice Revival At Navua

From left: Daniel Kim(secretary), .hngWanSunn(ammlﬁt] YonanKh'n{id'ﬂtecﬂ DorgChoonKi‘n(agﬁulMaim] Bukgyul-h{.. ), Hwa Jin Jung( {engineer), Young Joon Ju(field
manager), Sang Hyun Jin(field ), Sung Jin Lee(scienti: inmmmomtmﬂmmmmmmmemsmmmm

RANODBA BADA
SUVA

Korean Christian-based foundation
is taking a leap of faith to revive the
rice farming industry in Fiji.

Grace Road Food Company registered in
March and since then says it has invested
$3 million on setting up and planning for
production in Navua

This investment has included importing
state-of-the-art machinery

With about $7 million expected to be spent
altogether to start up the project, the foun-
dation is already employing 30 people on its
83-acre matagali-owned land.

The people are the owners of the land from
what is described as the Deuba matagali.
The site is located at Wainidova Road, off

It’s about contributing
positively to this small
yet vibrant country and
help people live a healthy life.
Daniel Kim
Grace Road Food Company secretary

Queens Highway after the Navua Bridge.

Grace Road Food secretary, Daniel Kim,
said where Korea has only one planting sea-
son because of its winter whereas Fiji has
two.

$7 million

Total investment as start
up with already $3 million
spent since March.
Hence, it is with this reason, the founda-
tion saw it befitting to start a project here

that would benefit Fiji economically and
socially

Advanced mechanised-farming

But unlike the rice industry’s former hey-
days, where it was hard core labour-orient-
ed, the foundation plans to transform this
into an advanced mechanised-farming sys-
tem, Mr Kim said,

Already, their company has started clear-
ing the site by reconstructing and erecting
irrigation canal, exploiting water well and
reclamation of land for the construction of
green houses.

“For the purpose of establishing advanced
mechanised farming, various machines
such as tractor, rice transplanter, power
tiller, excavator, and bomine harvester have
been invested and imported from Korea,”
Mr Kim said.

“Currently, the company is constructing
a warel office, lodging, dry rack, gra-
nary and rice mill at the farming site.

“Fiji has all the necessary elements for
a successful rice industry, such as the cli-
mate, precipitation (rainfall) rate and soil
condition.

Grace Road Food Company Limited is a corporate body with a
focus of agricultural production as its primary business.

The company is based upon a Christian foundation namely
Grace Road Church of Presbyterian Assembly.

“However, research has shown that Fiji
imports 85 per cent of consumed rice which
ereates a high dependency on imported rice
instead of locally grown ones.”

Why?

Aside from the fact that the local produce
is not able to meet the current demand, an-
other major factor why people did not wish
to buy locally-grown rice was because of its
quality.

“The foundation plans to change this,” Mr
Kim said confidentiy.

“We've already imported a good stock
of rice seeds from Korea which has been
through the Biosecurity Authority of Fiji
for a thorough quarantine check,

“Following this, we will try out the seeds
and gauge its adaptation ability to Fiji's cli-
mate and soil. But we are confident we will
see positive results.”

Why Fiji?

Mr Kim travelled many miles around the
globe on behalf of the foundation to look for
the one country which ticks all the boxes.

He travelled on the request of his mother,
who is the pastor of their church. Having
done so, he said Fiji met all the require-

ments that were expected and that invest-
ment policies were favourable.

But it's not fully about a money-making
buginess for foundation, Mr Kim said.

“It's about contributing positively to this
small yet vibrant country and help people
live a healthy life style,” he said.

What's next?

For now, development is going as planned
with about 15 Koreans from the foundation
who are helping with the technical support.

“We are not only interested in rice farm-
ing but the green houses will be assembled
to produce vegetables and various fruits,”
he said.

“The company is forging its infrastructure
and plans to farm rice in an additional 200-
acre land in Deuba.”

‘When asked why not choose the Northern
Division to start up there given that it was
declared a rice hub, he said it was impossi-
ble to do so because of limited desired farm-
ing space.

In the long term, the foundation plans to
establish a vocational school offering tech-
nical expertise in agriculture not only ex-
clusive to Fiji but to the region as well.

Fuedback: ranobab@fijisun.com.fj
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' Korean Company to establish a commercial
rice farming scheme in Deuba

| By Semi Turaga
| Sunday 17/08/2014

A The Grace Road Food Company from Korea will be
# establishing a commercial rice farming scheme on an 85 ¥
# acre piece of land in Narara, Deuba.

R/, Grace Road Food Secretary, Daniel Kim said the

¢ company has already invested about $3 million into the
N development of the area and hope to invest a total of $7
million by the end of September.

B Kim also said that once they kick off production they
hope to supply the whole of Fiji with rice asitis a
healthier alternative than Cassava.

He added that they aim to employ the people from the
nearby villages in Deuba and also assist them with
education.

Under the Ministry of Agriculture's 2020 Policy Agenda, it
said that increasing the existing rice production areas in Fiji is necessary for Fiji to become self-
sufficient in rice.

The Ministry of Agriculture is currently providing Grace Road Food Company with Technical
Assistance.
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" Agriculture Ministry facilitating investment of
Grace Road Food Company in Navua

g By Elizabeth Rokosuka and Semi Turaga P
5 Monday 13/10/2014

: The Ministry of Agriculture fully supports the Grace Road e
Food Company in Narara, Navua because there is some ™
form of partnership between the investor and the
landowners.

Deputy Secretary Agriculture Development Uraia
Waibuta said the Ministry is facilitating and assisting this
investment because of the level of commitment the new
rice company has shown in terms of investment.

Waibuta said the Grace Road Food Company has already
leased eighty acres of land and they have started with
land preparation.

Deputy Secretary Agriculture Waibuta said the Ministry is helping the company to use
Development Uraia Waibuta water from Navua river.

00z 007 00% 00

Meanwhile, Grace Road Food Company Secretary, Daniel Kim says they have used 3 million
dollars so far for their project which includes the importing of all their equipment.

Kim said they are expected to start planting rice seedlings soon.
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INVESTMENT

Korean rice

investor
plans an

agriculture

school

Further plansincludes
expanding project out of Viti
Levuinto VanuaLevu

RACHNA LAL
SUva

race Road Food Company at Deuba

was established as an extension of

Grace Road Church of Korea. Its ob-
Jective and aspiration is to fulfil rice import
substitution in Fiji.

In order to execute this endeavour, howev-
er, it proved necessary to create an environ-
ment where rice farming is suitable.

The company saw it necessary to estab-
lish an agricultural institution which can
educate and support various agricultural
knowledge and technology

Executive director, Daniel Kim, said their
aim is to have this institution not only for
farmers, but have it grow to be an educa-
tional centre that benefits local communi-
ties,

The company will invest $4 million in
the institution. The funds will be sourced
through the foundation in Korea.
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Mr Kim said this entire project is being
done in partnership with Deuba Matagali.

The core curriculum of the institution
will be teaching the Bible Then the cur-
riculum will spread out to subjects such as
agriculture, engineering, computer science,
foreign language, and various vocational
classes including hair styling and fashion.

“Currently, the land to establish a school
has been provided and this project is ex-
pected to launch immediately after the ap-
proval from the Ministry of Education,” Mr
Kim said.

Future investments

Mr Kim further confirmed they will be
adding to the $4 million investment and the
rice farming project is also expected to take
up a large part of the education.

“We are basically planting a variety of
rice, vegetables, and fruits,” he said.

“Not only will we help the growth of farm-
ing in Viti Levu, but also plan to expand our
project towards Vanua Levu.

“We forecast milling factories and grain
storage to be located at both island

Grace Road Food Company stat! mambers,

$4 million

Will be invested by Grace
Road Food Company in
setting up the institution.
The funds will be
sourced from the Grace
Road Church Foundation
in Korea.

Support for small scale farmers

Mr Kim said they have also established
a company called “The Seed' to help sup-
port and encourage small scale farmers in
improving their field cultivation for better

“We plan to improve rice varieties and
share the field based research studies,” he
said.

Feedback: rachnal @fijisun.com.fj

“We truly want to create an environment
in which many farmers can grow rice in Fiji
for rice import substitution.”

ALSO READ
Is it better to put your money in a bank of
buy shares? >P12
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Grace Road Food Company staff members and Fiji National University students and Faculty members.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

FNU students visit
rice farm in Deuba

RACHNALAL
SUVA

tudents and staff of FNU held an edu-

cation industrial field visit to Grace

Road Food Company’s rice farm locat-
ed in Deuba this week.

These students saw mechanised rice farm-
ing, and witnessed machines and advanced,
modern rice farm infrastructure that new
in Fiji.

The machineries include combine harvest-
er and transplanter. The students were able
to observe how the machines were operated
and how the rice farming scheme was main-
tained on a large-scale.

This visit was very encouraging. Students
observed and learned on-site practically
and theoretically.

Grace Road Food Company’s executive di-
rector, Daniel Kim, said they don’t only have
a commercial objective but also to contrib-
ute to advancement of Fijian agriculture
through education and share of technology.

“But what is more important than ad-

The doors to our farm

will always be open

not only for students
but to any Fijians who are
passionate about farming rice.

Daniel Kim
Grace Road Food Company’s
executive director

vanced farming technology is the motiva-
tion and passion of Fijians to cultivate
rice,” he said.

“The visitation from FNU students is a
good example of our intention properly
transferred to Fiji.

“The doors to our farm will always be open
not only for students but to any Fijians who
are passionate about farming rice.”

Feedback: rachnal@fijisun.com.fj
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Grace Road Learns from

Thailand’s Rice Farmlng |

Methods

RANOBA BADA
SUVA

on a mission to revive our rice industry

recently had its management team visit
the biggest rice exporter in the world, Thailand.
Grace Road Food Company Limited's
interest was in organic rice farming.
The group toured various rice produc-
ing regions with Thailand’s Ministry of
Agriculture.
Managing director, Daniel Kim was accom-
panied by Finance manager Taewook Park for

The Korean church based company that's

Managing director, Daniel
Kim was accompanied by
Finance manager Taewook
Park for a week's visit to the
land formerly known as Siam.
Thailand is at the centre of
the Indochina peninsula in
Southeast Asia.

a week’s visit to the land formerly known as
Siam. Thailand is at the centre of the Indochina

From Left: Dr. Goi, Director's Assistant, Dr. Amara, Director, Mr. Daniel Kim, Ms. Eun Hye Park, Mr. Taewook Park,
Ms. Liu, in Thailand recently.

peninsula in Southeast Asia.

The country presently recommends its farmers
to change their way of production organically,
which matches with the direction that Grace
Road Food Company aspires to.

Globally, there's been an upward trend in con-
sumption of organically produced crops due to
the keen interest in human health and the envi-
ronment.

And as such, Grace Road’s aspiration to change
all farming methods to organic methods was of
great importance.

Mr Kim said: “Through this trip we were not
only able to gain great ideas such as produc-
ing fertilisers using worms, but also gained
confidence as to why rice has to be cultivated
organically

“As people already know, organic farming ben-
efits the purchaser’s health, soil quality and the
environment.

Additionally, since organic farming does not
apply pesticides or chemical fertilizers, it reduc-
es the overall production for all farmers, making
organic farming profitable for all, he added.

“We will continue to research beneficially
farming methods and apply organic farming
techniqgues across all production schemes of
Grace Road Food Company.

“In essence, our ultimate goal is to lead the way
for Fiji's agricultural produce to be cultivated
organically and visiting Thailand was a mean-
ingful step to fulfilling that goal.”

Feedback: ranobab@fijisun.com.fj
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RICE INDUSTRY

Grace Road Plans 2020
Full Rice Substitution

WITH GOVERNMENT AND STAKEHOLDER SUPPORT IN PLACE

RANOBA BAOA
NAVUA

race Road Food Company

Limited has announced

an ambitious target and
goal to Government. This is to
accelerate a full rice substitu-
tion in Fiji by 2020.

It said it would be achieved with
areas it feels need to be looked
into by Government.

These areas included educa-
tion, land and infrastructure de-
velopment.

This is to ensure that its goal,
in line with decreasing our de-
pendency on rice imports and
reducing our import bill, with
stakeholder input and support,
be fulfilled.

The proposal took place dur-
ing a recent visit by the newly-
appointed Commissioner Cen-
tral Meleti Bainmarama and his

team.
The Korean Christian-based
church/foundation that has

This is to ensure
that its goal, in line
with decreasing

our dependency on
rice imports and
reducing our import
bill, with stakeholder
input and support be
fulfilled.

undertaken perhaps one of the
most progressive and a fast-
tracked project as far as rice
farming was concerned.

Feedback

The visit indicated that Mr
Bainimarama and his team were
impressed with the state-of-
the-art agricultural machiner-
ies and the rice fields that were
ready to be reaped for harvest.
Mr Kim said: “GRFC consists
of three expert teams that are
agriculture-team for research
and development, construction
team for infrastructure and
managing-team for overseeing
the entire company’s business,
“We are ready to enhance Fiji’s

—
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Meleti Bainimarama and Daniel Kim

GRFC
consists
of three
expert teams that Education: There needs
are agriculture-  tobe Fiji Goverr '}"e“t =
team for research : :
and development,
construction team for
infrastructure and -
ra 5 - diet and the 1mportanoe af
managing-team for rceasamainmeal
overseeing the entire _®Land: There are many
con s business. -vacant lands that local
ompany's business ._ m_ataqalls s
Daniel Kim s e
Grace Road Food MD T ommmnts tpport
- from locating these
. 5 ~vacant lands that can be
rice fazjmin_g status. ) - converted to farmable
Meleti Bainmarama said sup- lands all the wayto
port and cooperation will ren- = =t
dered to Grace Road Food Com- = iger:: g:c:?]?msww_ :
pany's vision and the projects :
that the company is running. ;!nfmstrucmre' Flj!

He assured collaboration with
the Ministry of Agriculture
fo create a Task Forced Team
(TFT).

Feedback: ranobab@fijisun.com.fj

. _Govemment s support is
needed in constructing
mﬁ'asmmtures that are




AGRICULTURE

Grace Road Food ready to
harvest second variety

RACHNALAL
SuvAa

race Road Food Company

Limited is now ready with

its second harvest of a dif-
ferent variety of rice on its farm
in Deuba.

The Korean-based company is
currently testing four different Fi-
jian rice varieties.

This is in order to identify which

variety yields the most quantity of
rice as well as finding out which
variety is the most resistant to rice
diseases and pests.

It will harvest the Fijian rice va-
riety “Totoka” today with an ex-
pected yield of four to 4.5 tons per
rice per acre.

Grace Road Food Company had
its first rice harvest with the Fijian
variety “Star;” and the yield was 4
tons per 1 acre.

The Fijian rice variety which Grace Road Food Company will harvest today in Deuba.

As per data obtained by the com-
pany from the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, the average rice yield in Fiji
is around 1.5 to 2 tons per acre.

“Therefore Grace Road Food Com-
pany’s rice harvest, in comparison
with the average yield in Fiji, was
much higher,” the company said.

The company said it remained
committed to full rice substitution
in Fiji by 2020.

Present to witness the harvesting

today will be government officials,
biosecurity officers, provincial ad-

The members of Ministry of Ag-
riculture will also be attending the
event on behalf of Minister of Ag-
riculture who couldn’t attend the
event as a result of his visitation
to India.

Feedback: rachnal@fijisun.com.fj
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harvest

By ROPATE VALEMEI

A RICE company hopes to ex-
tend its reach in the country by
establishing another operation
in the Northern Division.

The Grace Road Food Com-
pany-in Navua will also ven-
ture into vegetables, livestock
and aquaculture and plans to
establish a research institute,
milling factory and other infra-
structure.

The company recorded an-
other achievement as it har-
vested its second variety of rice
in Navua this week.

It was commended for its role
in providing employment for
locals and for developing rice
farming potential in the area.

Managing director Daniel
Kim said the harvest was a suc-
cess for the company since it
started operations last year.

“We are planting four locally-
grown varieties and they are
star, totoka, nuinui and deepak
and our aim is to help and sup-

port the economy, upgrade
skills, educate and introduce
new technologies for the people
of Fiji,” he said in a statement.

“Fiji has a suitable condition
for planting rice and also the
introduction of farm machines
such as the combined harvester
will help advance the minds of
the locals as it is easy, conve-
nient and fast compared to the
traditional method,” he said.

Sakeasi Labalaba, a land-
owner together with family
and matagali members, are just
some of the locals that had been
assisted by the company.

“We have benefitted a lot from
this company in terms of em-
ployment, financial benefits,
education of our children and
the development of idle land.”
he said.

Ministry of Agriculture se-
nior agricultural officer for
Serua and Namosi Aporosa
Lalabalava commended the
company for its contribution to
Fiji’s economic development.
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Office / 345-0118

FOOD COMPANY

*“0Y) GRACE R
P, OAD

Mabile / 925-9692, 869-8300

3301521

Contact / graceroadfood@gmail .com

Grace Road Food Company staff members and management with residents of Galoa Village in Navua.

Company revitalises rice farming

By ROPATE VALEMEI

THROUGH its continuous invest-
ment in farm development, a rice
company in Navua is expanding
its farming project from Navua to
Galoa.

Grace Road Food Company Ltd
managing director Daniel Kim
said the Galoa farming site was
their second farming initiative.

Mr Kim said they would contin-
nously develop farm lands in full

partnership with the residents of
Galoa.

He said the land the company
agreed to develop was about 200
acres.

“We are confident that this jun-
gle-like land will be transformed
into a beautiful farm.,” he said.

He said the company’s machin-
ery would also expand as native
farm lands needed advanced devel-
opment for rice farming.

He said other agricultural ma-

chinery would also be brought in
to suit Fiji’s climate.

Senior agricultural officer at the
Ministry of Agriculture, John Cox,
said the company provided the
spark to revitalise the rice farm-
ing sector last year, adding that
spark was turning into flames in
2015.

Meanwhile, the company is host-
ing the International Conference
on Rice Farming for Food Security
in Fiji on February 19 in Navua..
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Fiji's Rice Industry to become Self-Sufficient
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Fiji: $10m investment for rice industry
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Fiji Times | 23 February 2015
Fiji: $10m investment for rice industry
by Ropate Valemei

A Korean rice company in Navua is looking at investing $10million in
the revitalisation of the rice industry in the country.

For Grace Road Company Ltd, this means more land to be acquired to : .
employ mare local people for their rice farm, Grace Road's rice farm in Narara, Deuba.

Company managing director Daniel Kim said local people needed fo be educated on why we should eat rice,

“From root crops to the rice, we want the Government to educate the local people on the importance of rice.” Mr Kim said.
He said a firm, stable production and supply of food was of most important requisite that influenced a country’s economy.
And when considering the poor production of rice in Fiji, the gravity of this requisite cannot be emphasised enough.

With the investment, he said they would provide all the affordable and suitable machines which were on their way from
Thailand.

He said these included 20 units of machines with 16 units of tractor.
"Think aboutit, it's huge. We will be the main distribution for the rest of the Pacific Islands.”
He said they would also provide the market for Fijians who utilised their land for rice farming.

"Fiji has a big land which can be utilised for farming. After they farm, we will buy their rice at a reasonable price so all
Fijian can continue pianting rice.”

With four varieties of rice seeds in the country, he said they were looking at introducing more variety of rice seeds.

The company is also looking at building a rice research centre and an agricultural training institute in the country to train
local people and Government officials on rice farming.

For the research centre, he said they were logking to spend about $0.5m and §0.5m for the training institute which they
hoped to complete by Cctober this year,

Source: Fiji Times wiwet 0 [FEEg 0 st 0
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$10m investiment for rice industry

Ropate Valemei
Monday, February 23, 2015

A KOREAN rice company in Navua is looking at investing $10million in the revitalisation of
the rice industry in the country.

For Grace Road Company Ltd, this means more land to be acquired to employ more local
people for their rice farm.

Company managing director Daniel Kim said local people needed to be educated on why we
should eat rice.

"From root crops to the rice, we want the Government to educate the local people on the
importance of rice,” Mr Kim said.

He said a firm, stable production and supply of food was of most important requisite that
influenced a country’'s economy.

And when considering the poor production of rice in Fiji, the gravity of this requisite cannot
be emphasised enocugh.

With the investment, he said they would provide all the affordable and suitable machines
which were on their way from Thailand.

He said these included 20 units of machines with 16 units of tractor.
"Think about it, it's huge. We will be the main distribution for the rest of the Pacific Islands.”
He said they would also provide the market for Fijians who utilised their land for rice farming.

"Fiji has a big land which can be utilised for farming. After they farm, we will buy their rice at
a reasonable price so all Fijian can continue planting rice.”

With four varieties of rice seeds in the country, he said they were looking at introducing more
variety of rice seeds.

The company is also looking at building a rice research centre and an agricultural training
institute in the country to train local people and Govemment officials on rice farming.

For the research centre, he said they were locking to spend about $0.5m and $0.5m for the
training institute which they hoped to complete by October this year.
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Grace Road Is The Type Needed, Says Waibuta

Grace Road staff members, holding samples of the rice recently harvested. Photo: RANOBA BAOA

10:23 2 by Ranoba Baoa, SUVA & Print This Article
2y < Share it With Friends

Grace Road Food Company Limited is the type of investment that is needed in Fiji, says
Permanent Secretary for Agriculture, Uraia Waibuta.

Mr Waibuta said this during Grace Road Food’s first International Conference on Rice
Farming for Food Security in Fiji the past Thursday.

“It has the highest level of commitment to come and produce and also to partner with the
locals,” Mr Waibuta said at the conclusion of the half-day event.

“That is an area that we so thankful of and it’s not only them who will be benefitting
from what they produce but it's also the landowners who can benefit.

“For some of the projects, it can be theirs but on the other hand there will be a joint
partnership with the landowners whereby whatever is being done on their farm is also
being replicated with landowners.”

He added the best part on working with the rice company was that it was on all levels a
win-win situation.

Plans

The company based in Navua is building an Agriculture Research Institute it expects to
open in October.

It recently opened its second farm in Galoa, Navua, and has major plans to move into the
North as approvals are underway.

Managing director, Daniel Kim said they have additionally invested $5 million on state-
of-the-art machinery from Thailand, the biggest rice exporter in the world.

To date, Grace Road has acquired with the help of the landowners, 1000 acres and hopes
to acquire in total 13,500 acres of land by 2019 to produce 80,000 tonnes of rice annually.
Mr Kim added this would enable them to achieve its goal rice self-sufficiency by 2020 and

expand further thereon in in areas of targeting international nice markets where they will
grow high-end varieties.

Feedback:
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Talks on Agri and
Rice Farming

Institute Positive

Government lay out
commitm_ent inthesetup

RANOBA BAOA
SUVA

Talks on establishing Grace Road

Food Company Limited’s first train-
ing institute ended on a positive note
in Navua this week.

Minister of Agriculture Inia Seruiratu,
and Grace Road Food managing director
Daniel Kim, established focused on Agri-
culture Training Institute and the Rice Re-
search Institute took place.

Grace Road plans to open the institute
come October.

The purpose of constructing the edu-
cational institutions, according to Grace
Road, is understood to not be limited to
transferring the farming techniques with
the basis of hands-on field experience.

However the company’s vision is to have
these institutions grow to be a place of in-
tellectual convention to anyone who want to
understand and on-site practices for farm-
ing.

Mr Kim said: “We sincerely appreciate
Mr Inia Seruiratu’s supporting our project
from the beginning.

“We want to rebuild the Rice Industrial
Area in Navua, Nausori, and Tailevu.

“With this intimate cooperation with the
Government and the generation of talent-
through the Agricultural Institution and
the establishment of Rice Research Center,

- Orgamc Farmmg
«Machinery Training
MiHlSTRY SUPPORT:

Quick and efficient admlmstratwe
_processing

~ minstallation of necessary infrastructure

- ({lrrigation Channel, Road Maintenance)

& Tar-Seal Road and its maintenance
= for Deuba Farm and the Agricultural

~ Institute

- Rebmldmg the Rice Industrial Area in

Navua, Nausori, and Taltevu

we will invigorate the Rice Industry.”

Through this revitalisation, Mr Kim said,
Grace Road will achieve its 2020 Fiji Rice
Seif-Sufficiency Scheme.”

Optimistic

Mr Seruiratu responded with great opti-
mism to the company’s vision, and prom-
ised full support for the rapid actualisation
of the plan.

“The education of the agriculture institute
should not be limited to the technical as-
pects of farming, but create entrepreneur-
ship simultaneously.”

Feedback: ranobab@fijisun.com.fj
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#& [ NEWS / NEW SIGNING TO STRENGTHEN RICE PRODUCTION

NEW SIGNING TO STRENGTHEN RICE PRODUCTION

The Grace Road Food Company {GRFO)
signed 3 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
Matagali Tacilevu from Matacaucau village in Koroveou this
week as part of the Company's efforts to reach the
Government’s vision of self-sufficiency in rice preduction by

the year 2020,

Speaking in the iTaukei language, representative of the

Matagall, Mr Nemani Seru said that they were grateful to

Grace Road Food for this timely initiative.

‘The signing of the MOU was made possible after 3 series of discussicns with the company and the Ministry of
Agriculture. We are fortunate that the Ministry acted as a mediator between the Matagali (clan) and the company

and are grateful to them in initiating the meeting,” he said.

Mr Seru said that they will work together with the Company to grow rice on more than 300 acres of the Matagali

land,

*Part of this land was used far grazing by the Fulton College in the past and has now been given back to the

Matagali by the iTaukei Land Trust Board.”

Grace Road Food Company managing director Daniel Kim said, the signing of the MOU marks the beginning of a

partnership between the company and the Matagall.

“The develepment in the area will involve a lot of time and commitment from both parties,” Mr Kim said.
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Grace Road Group Moves To The Kitchen

08:08 1 by Ranoba Baoa, SUVA & Print This Article
s ® 0 Comments < Share it With Friends

Grace Road Group Limited has ventured into a new business with the opening of
restaurants in Lami and Nausori.

Grace Hoad Bestaurant Limited, trading as The Grace Road Kitchen, is the fifth subsidiary
of the South Korean church-based foundation in Fiji since it started last year.

The company has invested 5500,000 to set up the two restaurants, which Group managing
director Daniel Kim said are just the first of many.

“Our shareholders are committed to Fiji’s growth and this is just one way we can
contribute,” Mr Kim said.

Yesterday at the Lami Harbour Point Complex, two separate restaurant streams focusing
on chicken and mixed Asian food were busy as the two open-kitchen concept set ups were
attracting many.

Mr Kim said food items, except chicken, came from Grace Road Food Limited, their
agriculture-base subsidiary.

“From production to food consumption, we are making this in one chain so we can supply
the customer with organic food.

“This year we aim to open in Suva, Lautoka, Sigatoka and Nadi this and we will open in
Vanua Levu as well.”

Mr Kim considers the food affordably priced which customers agreed upon. The opening
yesterday saw all meals at half price. The opening rates finish today.

The restaurants in both locations are open from 10am to 8pm daily.

Grace Road Group’s other subsidiary arms are Grace Road Property Limited, Grace Road
Seed Limited and Grace Road Beauty Salon Limited.

Feedback:
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' Grace Road Food Company Limited awaits
TLTB offer letter

| By Watisoni Butabua

Tuesday 02/06/2015

The Grace Road Food Company Limited is waiting for the 2
offer letter from the i-Taukei Land Trust Board aftera ¥
S Memorandum of Understanding was signed with

AW Mataqali Tacilevu of Matacaucau village in Tailevu.

8 Director Daniel Kim says they want to develop 300 acres
| of land to grow rice, vegetables and fruits.

Speaking on behalf of Mataqali Tacilevu, Nemani Seru

| says once the land is surveyed and the land lease is

| approved, the land preparation will take five months to
% complete.

Seru says since the piece of land is outside of the

> : reserve, the leader of the landowning unit will sign the
. consent on behalf of the members after the

consultation.

Rice farming

He says part of the MOU condition is to offer members
of the Matagali job opportunity and provide assistance to the members in planting rice and
other crops in their own piece of land.

The Grace Road Food Company Limited's effort is to reach the government vision of self-
sufficiency in rice production by 2020.
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Council Urges Landowners To Lease Land

12:44 2 by Maika Bolatiki, SUVA & Print This Article
2015 <% Share it With Friends

The Serua Provincial Council office is urging iTaukei landowners to lease their lands to
the Grace Road Food Company for rice farming purposes.

The company has already signed a memorandum of understanding with a clan in
Matacaucau Village, Tailevu.

Government representative to the Serua Provincial Council office, Roko Tui Serua Jese
Volau, said most of the flat lands in Galoa and Culanuku were good for rice farming and
should be developed.

However, Mr Volau said their council meetings found that some were a bit reluctant to
give up their land for lease. He said they thought once the lands were leased, it would be
out of their control.

Mr Volau said it was difficult to get the signatures of people to give their consent for the
lease.

“Most of the landowners are living out of the village,” he said.

Mr Volau said they were also urging the landowners to develop their land and were trying
to change the mindset of the landowners.

The landowners had been told that it was better to lease out their lands rather than
leaving them idle.

The Roko Tui Serua said the landowners would benefit if they offered their land for lease.
Feedback:
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Fiji National University Explores Agri-Business

10:01 2 by Rachael Nath, SUVA & Print This Article
2015 ® ) Comments < Share it With Friends

The Fiji National University will be exploring options of venturing into other agri-
businesses.

FNU Acting Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ian Rouse explained: “We have agreed to explore
the Unifarm area which is about 2800 acres.

“We are going to be looking at which parts of that might be suitable for growing rice.

“So at some point in the future, we might say we will sub-let some of our land to grow
rice.”

Or alternatively, Professor Rouse said they will be able to learn off Grace Road Food
Company as per the memorandum of understanding on how to grow rice properly.

Attachments

The university is all hands on deck with providing the proper education needed for agri-
business.

Professor Rouse believes starting with the future generations will be just suited.

“We have a number of students who study agriculture and we also have a sufficient
number of students who are coming through a commercial agriculture programme,” he
said.

“It is a two-year programme at a certificate level and the first year is in class and the
second year they are attached on different farms around Fiji.”

Professor Rouse said this is just the first of a number of private sector relationships with
Fiji National University.

“We have I think a very valuable piece of land in Navua and with Government support we
have been able to sub-lease for a long period of time.”

Feedback:

Fiji FiJl NEWS Fiji Sun Grace Road Fiji Company Limited

Grace Road Food Company President Daniel Kim NU Acting Vice-Chancellor Professor lan Rouse
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FNU To Tap Into Agri-Education

FNU
..CJ

FlJI NATIONAL
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10:16 2 by Rachael Nath, SUVA & Print This Article
® 0 Comments < Share it With Friends

The Fiji National University (FNU) has understood that in order to unleash the true
potential of agriculture in the country, it is vital to get the basics right.

And therefore, in bid to continue the growth of proper agricultural farming, FNU has
signed a memorandum of understanding with Grace Road Food Company (GRFC).

This MOU will serve as a platform for the university to collaborate and work together to
enhance the industry.

Grace Road Food Company, a South Korean Church-based firm, has started off rice
farming in the Navua area using expert techniques and different varieties.

FNU Acting Vice Chancellor, Professor lan Rouse, said they recognised Grace Road Food
Company had some fabulous facilities.

“They have a lot of technology and a lot of knowledge they can share with FNU’s Unifarm
and our staff members,” he said.

The MOU that was signed yesterday at the Nasinu Campus is a general agreement to work
together, share ideas, do research and have students attached working at their farm.

“That would be learning how to grow rice and learning how to run a properly-equipped
greenhouse,” Professor Rouse said.

The Grace Road Food Company is ensuring its hard work invested into their farm will
benefit the university.

The President Grace Road Food Company, Daniel Kim, said: “It does not matter whether it
is a rainy day or a very hot day — our team is always working hard.

“We want to share with the FNU students the right spirit of hard work. And through this
partnership, we are very confident we will achieve our vision for 2015.”

Feedback:

Fiji FlJI NEWS Fiji Sun Grace Road Food Company President Daniel Kim NU Acting Vice-Chancellor

Professor lan Rouse
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Grace Road Food Company building the largest |
rice milling factory in Fiji

% By Sharon Diptika

Sunday 26/07/2015

Korean company Grace Road Food Company is hoping to finish the construction of the $4
million rice milling factory in Navua by November.

Company President Daniel Kim said they are currently building the biggest rice milling factory
and dryer for Fiji which will help the company achieve its aim of total self-sufficiency in rice
production for Fiji by 2020.

Kim said the company currently has 3,000 acres of land for development purposes but is
talking with different mataqalis for more land.

00:00/00:00

Last week the company signed a memorandum of understanding with the Fiji National
University for the use of their 1,000 acre unit land in Navua.

Kim said their aim is to develop 13,000 acres of land so they can produce up to 6,000 tonnes
of rice.
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Grace Road
shows interest |
in Rewa Rice

SHRATIKA NAIDU
LABASA

he Grace Road Group has

shown interest to invest

in the rice indusiry in the
North and in particular, Rewa Rice
- The president of the South Kore-
an Christian Church-based firm,
Daniel Kim, has requested Prinei-
pal Agriculture officer North John
Cox to get Government to consider
his interest.

Grace Road already has a rice
farm in Navua and has been ex-
ploring land elsewhere in the
country to expand the farming op-

Rewa Rice Limited is a state-
owned enterpﬁse and Mr Kim

[Somsnds s e

“I am aware that the Rewa Rice

_ has no production control and I
am interested in lifting the rice in-
dustry in Fiji,” Mr Kim said.

“We have all the resources, ma-
chines, our very own people from
South Korea ready to train the lo-
cals to provide expertise in organ-

ic_ﬁar:ﬁh:gawd especially rice.”

He said currently their rice mill
‘construction in Navua was near-

ing completion.

He also confirimed they have
started with their first rice farm-
ing project in Vunivesi along Sa-

‘vusavu Highway in Cakaudrove
Province.

Mr Cox commended on the efforts
and commitment of the company.
“I have been working along with

this company since they came to =
Vanua Levu last year searching
for land to do rice farming,” Mr

Cox said.
“They have all the machines and

resources and most importantly

they have the foresight.
“We have been crying for rice

farming in Vanua Levu and we
- had gone out talking to villagers

but their prefer doing fishing."”

Mr Cox has assured that he would
write to the government about Mr
Kim's request. -

Rewa Rice

Rewa Rice Limited Mill manager
Ashrit Pratap said they, as the
miller only buy paddy from rice

Grace Ruad Grinlp President Elaniel Kim {ﬂght) with the Prlncipal Agriwmmﬁw

North John Cox during their visit to Vunivesi rice farming area along Savusavu High- -
way in Cakaudrove Province yesterday. Photo: SHRATIK#HAIDU

farmers, process it and sell it.
“The production of rice is lnoked
after by Ministry of Agriculture

~and currently the machine is not

functioning,” Mr Pratap said.
“We have limited machines and
this year the weather was not fa-

“However compared to the past

year rice production, this year we

had an increase.”

Mr Pratarp said for 2014 they had
480 tonnes of rice and this year
they had 517 tonnes.

“We do exist and still continue
to provide rice in the market,” he
said.

He said the Grace Road Company
has lot of advantages as it was un-
der one control.

“They have plans to do their own
farmi:ng, mjjlmg pmduchon and

tryof Agricuitm'e and Mmisﬁyaf
Public Enterprises.”

Feediock: shrabkan@Hjisin.comij. L
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Grace Road staff members working with Vunivesi Villagers to construct a warehouse before they start nce farming in
Vunivesi area along Savusavu Highway in Cakaudrove Province. Photo: SHRATIKA NAIDU

11:03 2 by Shratika Naidu, LABASA & Print This Article
Eail) ® 0 Comments < Share it With Friends

Grace Road Food company’s rice processing mill in Navua is now 50 per cent complete,
confirmed company president, Daniel Kim.

The South Korean Christian Church-based firm is reported to be investing S4 million in
the mill and what is expected to be the largest rice mill in Fiji.

The company hopes to achieve its aim of total self-sufficiency in rice production for Fiji
by 2020.

Mr Kim said the company was investing in rice industry to prepare for future worldwide
food shortage and for Fiji to be called a branded organic farming country.

He said they found a technology and knew what to do because rice can be stored for ten
years

“We chose to invest in Fiji because Fiji is good for farming,” he added.
“Fiji's soil is fertile, weather is nice, land price is cheap, and a lot of land is empty.

“Fiji is a small country and if we do organic farming overseas people will surely buy
organic farm product.”

Mr Kim said now there was a trend of organic farming and organic product.

“We want Fiji to have its own brand, like Fiji organic product brand," Mr Kim said.

Projects in North
The company, which started rice planting in Navua, now has five projects in Vanua Levu.

“Three weeks ago we started with our first project at Vunivesi along Savusavu highway in
Cakaudrove Province,” Mr Kim said.

He said it was a one-acre site and they started drainage work and construction of a
warehouse.

“"We have planned to do rice, cabbage and ginger farming on this one acre land,"” he added

He said the company has planned to provide employment to the villagers in these
different rice farming projects in Vanua Levu.

“We also have our own people who will train the locals how to do organic farming,” Mr
Kim said.

“We also have a 240-acre freehold land situated next to Savusavu Airport and by the end
of this year, we will construct our warehouse.”

Feedback:

Grace Road  Rice Farming
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Milling machines arriving from Korea to help |
rice production

By Sharon Dipitika

Wednesday 09/09/2015 E3 share (5

Korean Company Grace Road Food Company will receive 16 containers of Rice Milling
machines worth $2 million from South Korea in the first week of next month.

Company President Daniel Kim says four Technicians and Engineers will also be arriving in the
country on the 4th of October who will be putting the machines together at their Navua farm.

He says the opening of the Factory will be done either in December or early next year.

Kim says they currently have 87 staff out of which 50 are company members who train locals
about rice production and 37 are locals.

Meanwhile the company plans to meet with Rewa Rice Company in a month's time to discuss
plans of working with them to increase rice production in Fiji.
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Grace Road Group president Daniel Kim, right, with Agriculture Minister Inia Seruiratu at the construction site of the rice milling factory in

Navua. The group aims to make Fiji self-sufficient in rice production.

Picture: SUPPLIED

Group aims to reduce rice imports

By MONIKA SINGH

A CHURCH-BASED organisation
has plans to help Government re-
duce its rice imports and make Fiji
self-sufficient in rice production
with the revival of rice farming.

Grace Road Group started opera-
tions in Fiji last year with an initial
investment of more than $10million.

South Korean investor Daniel
Kim, who is also the president of the
group, says Fiji has the potential to
grow more rice and become self-suf-
ficient by the year 2020.

Mr Kim said Government had the
same plans but lacked the maechin-
ery to beable to achieve its goals.

“But we have brought the ma-
chines with us and we have the ex-
pertise and the manpower to achieve
this goal.

* Our headguarters is in Navua
and we are planning to build the
biggest rice milling factory in Fiji
there,” he said.

He said they planned to finish
building the rice milling factory by
January or February next year.

Mr Kim said the group had a 100-
acre farm in Navua and a 200-acre
farm in Nausori where they had
planted rice while they still waited
on another 1000-acre land in Nau-
sori/Taileva to be cleared by Gov-
ernment.

He said they had plans to start
rice revival projects on Vanua Levu
and they had already moved their
machinery to help them with the de-
velopment.

Mr Kim said they planned to pro-
duce 44,000 tonnes of rice because
that was roughly the amount of rice
that was imported by Fiji. To do
that, the group needed 13000 acres
of land. Some of the challenges that
the company faced was regarding
land issues but Mr Kim said the Gov-
ernment had been very supportive in
the process.

“We are doing organic farming

and our rice farms are also organic
because we do not want to use chem-
icals and other harmiul substance,”
he said.

Mr Kim said the group also had
six restaurants in the country and it
used products that were planted on
their farm in Navua.

“We supply the rice to our own
restaurant and we plan to supply or-
ganic rice to other resorts and res-
taurants once the other farms are
ready,” he said.

According to Mr Kim, they had a
program for the landowners and the
response from the matagali had been
very positive.

He said they had training pro-
grams for members of the church,
who would then train the land-
owners so that they counld pass the
knowledge to their own landowning
unit members and villagers.

Mr Kim said they also had plans
to start potato farming and help re-
duce the import bill for potatoes.
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Grace Road orgamc farmmg

acknowledged by Kepa

Ro Temumu Kepa tours the Grace Road Demonstration of New Organic Rma Fan'nmg Technique at the Mataqau Valelevu land in Rewa
yesterday. Photo: JONA KONATACI

STELLA MORESIO
SUVA

new direction for organic rice
farming was demonstrated by
Grace Road at the Mataqali
Valelevu land in the Rewa province
yesterday.

This follows after a Memorandum of
Understanding was signed between
Grace Road Food Company Limited
and the members of the Matagali two
months ago.

The two parties agreed on the terms
where Grace Road will use the land to
farm their crops and the 10 percent of
their production profit will go to the
Mataqali’s youth scholarship scheme.

Leader of Opposition Ro Temumu
Kepa, who belongs to this matagali,
was present to witness the event.

Ro Temumu thanked the President
of Grace Road Food Company Limited
for bringing organic farming to Rewa.

Organic farming

~ Ro Temumu said: “It is our duty to

ensure that people are not the only
ones who are healthy but also the envi-
ronment which we live in and look for
food to sustain us.

“We want to be part of your vision
which is to feed Fiji and feed the world
not only with rice and ginger but other
crops as well.

“This is part of my dream which is to
educate young people because I believe
with Rewa, we need to get our people
educated hence establishing a scholar-
ship.”

Farming Condition
Grace Road Food Company Limited

president Daniel Kim said Fiji has the
fertile soil and the perfect conditions
to support a strong rice farming indus-

[y

- “Our goal is to achieve Rice Self Suf-
ficiency by 2020 in Fiji. You have fertile
soil and the perfect conditions to sup-
port a strong rice farming industry.

“We have adopted the direct rice seed-
er, which can be used on dry-land and
also adopted the organic farming tech-
nique using microorganisms, which
can replace the traditional chemical
farming method.”

Mr Kim highlighted through the dem-
onstration the company is confident
that this will open people’s eyes to
have wider perspective of agriculture
and this will give full confidence in
moving onto organic rice farmer.

Feedback: stelta.mu_resio@fijisun.com.fj
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Taste of 'snow’

Moniks Singh
Tuesday, Cotober 13, 2015

DESSERT cafA® Snowy House is the second new
business to open is doors to customers in the
Capital Tty this manth.

The cafAS, which started operating last week on
Frday, promises to offer delectable desser and &t
the same fime promise 1o offer nuintionsel dessensto
its customers.

Customersinside the Snotwy
Ohwned by the Grace Road Group, Snowy House is House in Sura, Pienire:
the second outlet for the group. SUPPLIED

Greace Road Group president Daniel Kim said; *Grace Road Group thinks sbout the
nature and the gpeople. Through tha "Snowy House” the Grace Rosd Group is
engaged in establishing 8 healthy dessert culturs.

"We are planning to open "Snowy House' n three different more locations moludmng
Damodar City, Mady, and Savusavu. It will only venture out more to one day serve the
entre nation of Fil the heaveniy taste of "snow” that will continua to sustain its healthy,
sppetising taste.

"Snow, ke the jpwels coming down from the heaven, can and will be tasted in Fiji from
now on,” said hMr Kim.

He seid Grace Roed Group. 8 pioneer in omganic famuing that was Korean Chnstisn
Church-based company introduced "Snowy House™ in Larm, wherne they introduced
Kores's classical dessan, the “Snow.”

According to Mr Kim "Snow” provided a sweet, nch taste, and it went peyond
resembling the actual snow by distibuting the iee flakes smoathly down io the bowl.

The wanous mgredients have formed and shaped the dessert to revitalise and to offer
many nutrients that can replace a who'e masl and they include many types of
homemede fruit puree, red bean, and mung bean.

He said the key to the qualty taste of "Snow” from Snowy House wes basad upon the
haalthy ingredients that had immeasurable amounts of benefits. Furthemore, Snowy
House offers homemade “Hice Cream” that surpasses the conventonal ice cream sokd
in 8 typicei markei.
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$5m Agricultural Training Institute

by Grace Road Food Company

Representalives of the FNU Agrlculiurai Engineering department, stakeholders and Grace Road Food Cumpany managing directcr Daniel Kim yesterday Fhato: RACHAEL

RACHAEL NATH
SUVA

ommercial agriculture has a growing po-

tential and Grace Road Food Company is
tapping into this,

The Korean church-based company says it will

be investing $5 million towards an Agricultural

ary and is expected to be completed by October
2016.

Company managing director Daniel Kim said:
“The students need actual farming skills and
they need the proper venue to learn this skill.

“This institute will provide this platform for the
students and bring out the potential in them."”

The institute is provosed to offer both practical

and theory agriculture work for the students.

The three strategies the institute will concen-
trate on are organic farming, mechanised farm-
ing and value adding.

Partnership

Mr Kim said in order to take this project for-
ward they need support and partnership.

“To operate this institute we need people sup-
port, we need interest, we need Government in-
volvement, we need university involvement and
we need community farmer’s involvement to op-
erate this institute.”

The company did a presentation yesterday for

the Fiji National University on the establish-

mentof the institute.
The presentation highlighted the need for part-
nership to help the institute to operate and be

sustainable. -

Chancellor Tkbal Jannif said the university will
look into the proposal and deliberate to finalise
an answer.

Potential _ :

“There is a lot of potential in commercial farm-
ing but the issue is selling of the produets. There
aren’t sufficient markeis to sell the products,”
Mr Kim explained.

“In order to break down this situation we need
to go with organie farming, mechanised farming
and value adding.

“We will train the studies at the Institute so
they understand the potential thaliles in the ag-
riculture sector,”

Feodbact: rachaelnath@fijisun.com.f



By MONIKA SINGH

AN investment of $5million is expected to
help the country improve its agriculture
output and value adding.

Grace Road Group president Daniel Kim
said they planned to establish an agricul-
tural training institute for the country
with its major focus on organic farming
and reducing food imports.

Mr Kim met stakeholders at the Fiji
National University campus in Nasinu
on Wednesday and said Fiji would be able

to reduce its food bill through promoting
mechanised farming, moving into organie
farming and through value adding to prod-
ucts.

“We all know farming is a tough job.
We need the proper tools to do that. So in
order to fulfill mechanised farming, this
year, our Grace Road brought 25 tractors
and 20 power tillers, eight diggers, swamp
dozer, combine harvester, and other agri-
cultural implements and spare parts.

*And we will bring more machines to
support fully-mechanised farming to this

16 THE FlJI TIMES —SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2015

$5m investmer

nation,” he said.

Mr Kim said he believed organic fa;
was the only way to survive in the
market and the sustainable way for I

“For example, in Australia, jasmin
grown with chemical fertiliser and
cide is $2.50 per kg. But organic grow
mine rice is $10 per kg.

“And organic market size is $UST2L
($F'155b), and strong growth of 20 pe:
annually. But only 1 per cent of the w
agricultural land is organic.

“Fiji has pristine natural environ
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$5m investment plan

Monika Singh
Saturday, November 21, 2015

AN investment of $5million is expected to help the country improve its agriculture output and
value adding.

Grace Road Group president Daniel Kim said they planned to establish an agricultural
training institute for the country with its major focus on organic farming and reducing food
imports.

Mr Kim met stakeholders at the Fiji National University campus in Nasinu on Wednesday
and said Fiji would be able to reduce its food bill through promoting mechanised farming,
moving into organic farming and through value adding to products.

"We all know farming is a tough job. We need the proper tools to do that. So in order to fulfill
mechanised farming, this year, our Grace Road brought 25 tractors and 20 power tillers,
eight diggers, swamp dozer, combine harvester, and other agricultural implements and spare

parts.

"And we will bring more machines to support fully-mechanised farming to this nation,” he
said.

Mr Kim said he believed organic farming was the only way to survive in the world market
and the sustainable way for Fiji.

"For example, in Australia, jasmine rice grown with chemical fertiliser and pesticide is $2.50
per kg. But organic grown jasmine rice is $10 per kg.

"And organic market size is $US72billion ($F 155b), and strong growth of 20 per cent
annually. But only 1 per cent of the world's agricultural land is organic.

"Fiji has pnstine natural environment. So we have to take advantage of this resource that no
other country has.”

Mr Kim said the agricultural training institute, to be established near the Grace Road Navua
farm, would train students in theory and practical modes, to be carried out at the Grace Road
farm.

"By the end of this year, we will complete our rice processing complex in our Navua farm,
and our construction team will start to work on the training institute on January 1. And it
depends on the weather, but it will be completed before October 2016."
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New rice factory by year end

Fiji will soon have another rice factory. o

Based in the Central Division, the Grace Road food
company will start production by the end of the year.

Managing Director of Grace Road food company Daniel
Kim says the ‘Fiji Rice’ product should be in supply to
the local market within that time frame.

At the moment all the funds comes from our church,
all our members, and we already have spent about §5
million and we will be spending more than $10 million.”

The company was set up last year by the South
Korean Grace Road church with a basic production line
in Navua for seed collection.

- : g Taken from/By: FBC Mews
6 tonnes per year, if we are looking about 300 acres,  Report by: Sh;nal Sivan

its 1800 tonnes that's our target this year, and we will
keep cleaning the land after we clean the land it will be
a lot, it will be mass production.”

Seven Matagalis have consented to their land being used for rice production.
The company will train locals to manage farms in Deuba and in Navua.
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The Grace Road Group has recently opened their
agriculture institution in Navua which aims to
promote agriculture in the country.

Known as Agriculture Training Institution, opened in
Wanidova Rd in Navua.

The company is calling on community farmers and
students from various universities to take part in the
courses they offer,

Company president Daniel Kim says the course will
enable students to have broader knowledge of
agriculture.

From this new institution we will be training the theory
in our institute and in the walking distance we have our
farm that's where our headquarters they can leam the
theory from the institute and the practical skills they
will get it from our farm.”

Grace Road Group opens new agriculture institute

Taken from/By: WEB
Report by: Shreeti Prasad

Kim says they will be begin teaching the course in January and will be able to cater for 200 students.

The Agncultural Training Institution has a conference hall, four lecture halls, a library, dormitories and a

research center for the students.



By MONIKA SINGH

IN its bid to fulfil its 2020
rice self-sufficiency mis-
sion, Grace Road Group has
launched contract farm-
ing with local farmers last
week.

As part of the initiative,
the Grace Road Group will
provide all the materi-
als needed for mechanised
and organic rice farming,
which includes seeds, ma-
chinery, organic fertiliser
made from earthworm
casting or other organic
materials, and natural ver-
min repellent.

Grace Road Group presi-
dent Daniel Kim said the
cost of those materials
would be deducted every
time the contract farmer
sold his rice to Grace Road
Group and, in the case of
the tractor, the machine
will be owned by the con-
tract farmer once the cost
was repaid.

Mr Kim said the contract
had a provision for educa-
tion and site monitoring

needed for the farmer to
make sure there were no
problems for farming.

Mr Kim said continual
contact would be kept be-
tween Grace Road Group
and the contract farmer to
resolve the problems that
may arise and the contract
was for a minimum of five
years.

“The biggest reason Fiji
imports not only rice, but
most food commodities
was there was no market
that could motivate Fijians
to start farming.

“To resolve this issue, we
plan to finish the construc-

tion of the rice processing
complex (RPC) that can
process 6000 tonnes of rice
in a year. RPC will com-
mence its full-scale opera-
tion next year in Febru-
ary,” said Mr Kim.

He said mechanised
farming was the direction
that Fiji should be headed
in and that was why the
group imported machinery
and implements that were
suited for Fiji’s land.

“And today, we have made

our first distribution of the
machinery with the local
Fijian farmer for contract

farming. Fiji's rice self-
sufficiency cannot be ac-
complished just by Grace
Road Group and some gov-
ernment departments. We
absolutely need the sup-
port of Fijian farmers.”

Mr Kim said contract
farming was their first at-
tempt and there were ups
and downs expected, but
the group was confident of
the project being success-
ful.

“We want to announce
that this contract farm-
ing is not for a select few,
but it is open to anyone

who wants to farm rice in
the Navua region. Starting
with Navua, we will expand
this contract to the entire
region of Fiji such as Rewa.
We will continue our chal-
lenge of mechanised, or-
ganic rice farming to ful-
fil our mission of 2020 rice
self-sufficiency, and we will
succeed,” said Mr Kim.
Navua farmer Vicky
said he was grateful to the

Grace Road Group director Daniel Kim, right, with Vicky, second from right; in Navua.

| 14 THE FUI TIMES —WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2015

group for their support and
the opportunity.

“T have an available land,
but there was nothing that
I could do with it. But

Grace Road Group decided
to provide everything that
I needed for farming and
all Ineed to do is diligently
farm in my own land,” he
said.

“I have not received this
kind of tremendous help
in my life and I could not
believe that I was starting
this contract.

“TI wish to express my
gratitude to Grace Road
Group for their full sup-
port and I will succeed with
mechanised organic rice
farming on my piece of
land.”

Picture: SUPPLIED
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GRACE ROAD FOOD COMPANY CONTRIBUTING TO
ECONOMIC GROWTH

By admin - January 29,2015 @ 155 @0
J S m n

The Grace Road Food Company recorded

another achievement as it harvested its second
variety of rice in Navua this week.

The company has been commended for its role
in providing employment for locals and for
developing rice farming potential in Navua.

The Company’s managing director, Daniel Kim
said the harvest is a success for the company since its establishment last year.

“"We are planting four locally grown varieties and they are Star, Totoka, Nuinui and Deepak
and our aim is to help and support the economy, upgrade skills, educate and introduce new
technologies to the people of Fiji,” he said.

“Fiji has a suitable condition for planting rice and also the introduction of farm machines such
as the combined harvester will help advance the minds of the local as it is easy, convenient
and fast compared to the traditional method,” he said.

Sakeasi Labalaba, a landowner together with family and Matagali members, is one of those
that have been assisted by the company.

“"We have benefited a lot from this company, in terms of employment, financial benefits,
education of our children and the development of idle land,” he said.

The Ministry’s senior agriculture officer (Serua/Namosi) Aporosa Lalabalavu commended the
company for its contribution to Fiji's economic development.

“It is very interesting as they want to develop rice in Fiji and they are willing to work with the
local people to reduce rice import bill and the Ministry of Agriculture is working closely with
them to help in areas of irrigation and seed distribution,” he said.

The Grace Road Food Company hopes to extend its rice operation to the North, venture into
vegetables, livestock and aquaculture and establish a research institute, Milling Factory and
other infrastructures.
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Beginning of GR

By SIKELI QOUNADOVU
sqounadovoafjitimes.com.fj

ND you will hear of wars and
threats of wars, but don't pan-
ic. Yes. these things must take
place, but the end won't follow
immediately. Nation will go to war against
nation, and ki againat kingd
There will be famines and earthguakes in
many parts of the world. But all thisis only
the firat of the birth pains, with more to
come”. (Mathew 24:4-8)

With the great famine in mind, Grace
Road Group (GRG) was established in Fiji
becanse, aecording to Pastor Ok-Joo 8hin,
Fiji provides the best fertile land to prepare
for the famine.

tablished in 2014, Grace Road Food
Company started with a capital investment
of SUS1560,000 ($F320,300) and according to
the GRG ever since then it has invested
$US10m (3F21.3m) in Fiji.

In April of 2014 the company was granted
& bl-year lease on an §3-acre land in Deuba
outside Navoa and in the same year har-
vested rice on land that has not been farmed
for more than 20 years.

According to the GRG, Fijiis blessed with
clean water, fresh air, and unpolluted land,

“Grace Road Company does not use pes-
ticides or chemical fertiliser so that the
beautiful and clean land of this country
does not become polluted,” read & state-
ment from Grace Road Food Company.

“We are implementing organic natoral
farming methods that are safe to homans
and nature. Grace Road Food Company is
carrying out the ambitious plan of self-suf-
ficiency through rice production by 2020."

S0 why Fiji? Why Did Grace Road come to
Fiji? And why does all the prophecies turn
to Fiji?

For seven years since 1998 Ms Olk-Joo, se-
nior pastor of Grace Road, has been min-
istering in South Korea before leaving for
China fora further three years,

1t was here that she realised that a lot of
her sermons was of her own understanding
and was not spiritually motivated.

After realising this truth, Ms Ok-Joo
returned to Korea and in the first week of
May 2008 started prophesying before re-es-
tablishing the church, Grace Road Church.

Speaking through a transiator she said
the problem with a lot of church in Korea is
they hava misinterprated the Bible,

“Mozt pastors do not spread the message
in spiritual ways, they interpret the Bible
incorrectly,” said Ms Ok-Joo.

“Most are interpreting the Bible human-
Iy when you have to be interpreting it from
the Bible.

“The leaders, especially, should redeliver
the gospel by returning to the truth, If thay
have delivered it ditferently from the Bible,”

According GRG most have been
preaching this way in Korea in the past 130
years since Christianity was proclaimed in
Korea.

In her book The Interpretation of Tongues
and Speaking in Tongues, Lies Differing from
the Bible, The Sorcerer in the Church, Bibli-
cal Judgment on Heretical Liars, she claims
she received wide crificism from Christian
organisations in Korea, which resnlted in
them (GRG) belng branded as a cult organ-
isation.

“Even the pharisees and priests criticised
Jesus. S0 everything that everyone is say-
ing that we are a cult is a 1ie,” she said.

“What iz more pitiful is that even in Fiji,
GRG iz being falsely accused of absolute
Hes that are far from the truth by Chris-
tians of the same Korean church,

“Reported by the Korean Missionary Fel-
lowship is an especially wicked and vicious
accusation that opposes Grace Road Church
and the work of God that we are trying to
doinFijL."

A few years ago Ms Ok-Joo informed Dan-
iel Kim (GRG Preatdent) to look for a land
and to prepare for the great famine and di-
saster as biblically prophesied.

He was informed to look fora country
with no winter and an annual tempera-
ture between 20-30 degrees. Travelling to 60
countries on a one way ticket he came foa
atop in Fiji.

When Mr Kim was about to leave for his
next destination in Nepal with his compan-
ions he met while travelling, he found him-
self in a situation in which everyone had
one-way tlckets, but he was the only one

(13

The leaders,
especially,
should redeliver
the gospel by
returning to the
Truth, if they
have delivered it
differently from
the Bible

contribute to the overall development of
the island nations in the South Pacific.”

Its property development arm is looking
also-at improving housing issues of locals
by providing proper houses at more reason-
able prices.

In addition to this, 1t plans to improve
dietary problems which it claims has been
the cause for “short average life expectan-
ey” for many Fijians.

“The restaurants run by Grace Road
Groupuse the rice and vegetahles we organ-
ically grow as ingredients.

“Intake of high-fibre and low-calorie
foods will greatly Improve the dlet of Fiji-
ans who are suffering from metabolic dis-
eases such as obesity, diabstes, hyperten-

=ion, and arteriosclerosis.”

Furthermore the GRG has great interest
in waste disposal and contaminant purifi-
cation facilities.

“We are aleo planning to make a substan-
tial investment in developing new renew-
able energy for the country's energy short-
age in order to revive the economy of Fijl.”

GRG boasts to have 200 members from
Korea, USA, China, Japan, Anstralia, Oan-
ada, Vietnam and New Zealand.

“They volunteerad to come and they are
working day and night to develop the Fiji
nation and to establish the world whers God
is the only God.

"Let's make Fiji shine” {8 the motto for

«

GRG in Fiji.

who could not leave Fiji.

“He took this as a sign of God and setitled
in Fiji,"” said Ms Ok-Joo.

“In light of the Bible, we now have clear
evidence that all of Fiji's environments and
conditions prove that this iz the land God
has prepared,” GRG said in a statement.

The first company establighed in Fiji was
a non-profit organization called Grace Re-
tirement village, this was the beginning of
Grace Road Property Development,

1ts misslon in Fiji:

® To prepare for the coming great famine;

® To develop Fiji into a wealthier and
stronger country, and yet to maintain its
clean nature;

® To give rellef to the Christian refugeas
according to the Bible, who are persecuted
and killed by ISIS; and

© To accomplish “The World where God is
ﬂ;l;_‘lﬂ!lzl\? God", through the Christian nation
o L

“Bharing the same goal as the Ministry
of Agriculture's 2020 policy agenda, we are
executing the self-sufficiency plan through
close co-operation with them. Also, the
largest and state-of-the-art rice processing
complex iz scheduled to be completed in
February 2016, read a statement from GRG.

“This does not mean that Grace Road
Misgion is &n apocalyptic doomsayer. It is
clearly recorded in the Bible that the end of
the earth will not come until everything re-
corded in the Bible is accomplished.”

In the short time that it has been in Fijl,
the GRG proudly stated they had gained the
trust and recognition of many Fijians and
in the near future it hopes to establish an
Agriculture Training Institute. -

“We slgned the memorandum of under-
standing for agricultural development not
only in Navua but also in Nausori, Vanua
Levu, and Tallevu.

“We have leased more than 1500 acres of
land in only one year and six months.

“Grace Hoad Food Company s hiring lo-
ca.lb: and contributing to the creation of
jobs.

“Many Fijians possess land but cannot
produce agricultural products. To solve this
issue, we plan to establish an Agriculture
Tralning Institute in Navua to teach agri-
cultural skills,” read the statement.

The Grace Road Food Company guaran-
tead that it would not only produce agri-
cultural products but also high value-ndded
products,

“By doing this, we want to contribute to-
wards opening new export markets and vi-
talising the national economy.

“Fiil has huge potential to be the hub of
the South Pacific's politics and economic
activity

“We are confident that Fiii will greatly
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Technical Support Manager- information Technology

Reporting directly into the Chief Technology Officer, this role will lead and manage & team of [T enginesrs to actively
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business

QOperation which includes infrastructures for

Servers, IP Network, Network Security, Wide

Area Network, Local Area Network, Office IT and

Databases.

*  Manage network security by developing and
maintaining IT security policles to protect against
Known and potential intemal and extermal threats
o all [T Systems

* Responsible for overall Fraud, Risk & Security
activities in the Business

®  Improve processes, products and services of the

and procedures.
* Drve T business continuity planning
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*  Responsible for IT Infrastructure design, bud and
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An  stiractive remuneration package  will
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Sunny Pizza Opens at Mid City, Suva

KATHRIN KRISHNA
SUVA

race Road Group has invested

in another restaurant named

‘Suuny Pizza' located at Mid
City in Suva.

The restaurant opened doors for
business on Friday.

Grace Park, the marketing team
leader for Grace Road Group said
the restaurant was ready to offer
fresh food to their customers.

“We are promoting healthy eating
here and most of our food is organic
which is another advantage,” Park
said.

She added the special menus
available at the restaurant would
definitely attract a lot of customers.

Tokasa Waiwai (R), Alan Tamani,, Stanley Wakeham with Dohee Chol, a senior staff member at Grace Road Group at Sunny Pizza
opening at Mid City in Suva on Friday. Photo: KATHRIN KRISHNA.

“We have a variety of Pizza menu's
and the other spaghetti menu's,
side dishes and desserts,” she said.

“This restaurant is very much
family oriented and you can come
with your family and enjoy a variety
of meals all under one roof.”

Currently, three Ilocals are
employed here with plans of
recruiting more locals for the
business.

Mrs Park also said they were
planning to extend the Pizza
Restaurant to Lami Town as well.

“We are still doing preparations
for the opening of our new Pizza
restaurant in Lami Town which
should be open by next month.”

Fredback: kathrinkrishna@fijisun.com.fj



who have the money they are
able to rebuild houses while others
that don’t continue to wait

e

-

By KALES| MELE

FI:.ﬂPI E in the province of Ra are

o plck ap the pleces,

ght months after Severe TO Winston
e

most affected, their lives

nd dec !|1!ng what to do Lo

ho r to earn & decent

isl the needs of

m from this news-
o few weeks ago

found several families still waiting for

na:iiatum_r under the Help for Homes

1 by the Government.

miz, though, who were

able to raise funds to rebaild thair own
homes.

Nuvuniivi Village chief Ratu Isikeli

Sevutia sald there was still great need

p in his village.
“Far most of us along the Nakorotu-
b and le!ll{wu distiriots, purtiouinr-

are able to rebulld houses while others
that don't continus to walt."

His sentiments were echoed by Nasau
Village headman Inlsio Navosese

“There 18 no other way out of this
village other than by boat. Wa have no
roads and the 111 esk quostion ks w

R e e e e ey

Kubu said access to better shelters was
thelr most urgent need.
“Our crops mre damaged, that wos
where we would normally get enough
¥ to help us work on our homes
hat is why we still need as-
We haven't recaived any con-
firmatlon of sssistance and so normal
1ife {s gotting by with what we have,
“If we recelve the nssistance or not
time will

RIZ20E Y
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suétainability
m business

By AVNEEL CHAND

PRIME Minister Voreqe

Bainimarama iz urging busi-

‘nessmen to inoerporate sua-
- tainabilloy into their busi-

ness plans.
He made this comment 4t
the 2017 Prime Minister's In-

ternational Business Awards
‘at the Grand Pacific Hotel on

Saturday night,

‘M1 Bainimarama said the
government's ambition was
‘o ereate an eqono:mr that
was oot only but alsn
:g:reimmenmﬂg sustain-

"My Government's ambi-

tion 15 to ereate an eromrny
that s not enly viable in

mediam and long term,
bat also environmentally

aus’tainahle and socially re-

aﬁﬁﬁsxble," zaid My Bainim;
rama.

He said in order too pre-
serve the interests of Fiji's
economy and the futare pen-
eration there muast be 4 bal-
ance batween development
and sustainabilify

“For the future of Fiji's
sconomy and the future of
our children, we must gtrlke
a balance batween tiewalop-

-rnant and Bu:abatlnabllrt-y e

H:e farkher ‘addsd thab
adopting & sustainable busi-

‘ness model would help busi-

nesses adopt to innovations
while serving the country,

“By adopting assusl‘aa,mnble
business model, you will ot
only ser iji, and invest
in our futmre, bt you will
also be helping yeur busi-
nesses Lo sjr'lapt. immlan.

dde
mfmnem %o susﬁsu‘npbility,

ot will help to build on the
‘momentum that we are see-
ing f our COP.




