(Translated from Arabic)
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria
Permanent Mission of Algeria to the United Nations Office at
Geneva and other international organizations
Response of the Government of Algeria to joint urgent appeal No.
UA/DZA1/2020 of 30 March 2020 from the special procedure mandate holders of the
Human Rights Council concerning allegations of the “violent arrest and arbitrary
detention” of Slimane Hamitouche.
In response to communication No. UA/DZA1/2020 dated 30 March 2020 regarding
the allegations of the “violent arrest and arbitrary detention” of Slimane Hamitouche, the
Algerian Government wishes to make the following observations and clarifications:
1.

Information on the case in question:
• Events in which the individual is implicated:

On 7 March 2020, a group of demonstrators gathered at the junction of Victor Hugo
Avenue and Didouche Mourad Street in the capital to participate in one of the marches of
the Hirak popular movement. However, hours after the start of the march, the number of
demonstrators increased, forcing the security services to try to disperse them in order to
maintain public order. While some complied, others refused to obey the order to disperse,
which caused a breach of public order that required the intervention of the police force. As
a result, some people, including Slimane Hamitouche, were arrested, taken to the police
station and then placed in custody, where they were permitted to exercise all their legal
rights.
Judicial actions taken in the case:
Slimane Hamitouche and the others with whom he was arrested were brought before
the Public Prosecutor at Sidi Mohamed Court, and legal proceedings were taken against
them as required by law. The Public Prosecutor’s Office ordered that the investigation into
the incidents attributed to Slimane Hamitouche and some of the other suspects be continued.
On 10 March 2020, Slimane Hamitouche was again brought before the Public
Prosecutor at the Sidi Mohamed Court and prosecuted on charges of violating the integrity
of the national territory and incitement to unarmed gatherings. These offences are
punishable under articles 78 and 100 of the Criminal Code.
On the same date, a judicial investigation into the facts was opened by the
investigating judge, who issued an order to place Slimane Hamitouche in temporary
detention after being questioned in accordance with articles 100 and 123 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.
2.
The extent to which the measures taken are consistent with international
human rights standards and conventions:
The legal proceedings instituted against the above-mentioned person were conducted
in accordance with the legal norms enshrined in domestic legislation. The norms were not
breached either during the police investigation or the judicial investigation.
• During the preliminary inquiry and investigation stage
The preliminary investigations conducted in this case by law enforcement officers
were overseen by the Public Prosecutor’s Office. The basic rights of the suspect in police
custody were respected, especially the right to undergo a medical examination. At the end
of the period of custody, the detainee must be given a medical examination if one is
requested by either the detainee or the detainee’s counsel or family. The examination is
carried out by a doctor selected by the detainee from a list of doctors practising in the
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jurisdiction of the court. If this is not possible, the judicial police officer will automatically
assign the detainee a doctor. The medical certificate is also added to the record of
proceedings (art. 51 bis (1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure). The legal time limits
applicable to police custody are respected.
It should be noted that Slimane Hamitouche has not filed any complaint in which he
claims that the aforementioned procedures were not respected or that he was subjected to
any abuse during custody.
During the judicial investigation:
All of the measures taken by the investigating judge during the judicial investigation
were lawful and sound. The accused benefited from all the rights to which he is legally
entitled, particularly the rights to present a defence and to appeal against orders issued by
the investigating judge during the investigation phase.
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