(Translated from Arabic)

1. Riot police do not use tear gas unless serious tension leads to attacks or attempted
attacks against the security forces using stones or Molotov cocktails. The police have been
subjected to heavy violence and have sustained severe injuries. Live ammunition is usually
shot into the air when shooting is heard coming from different directions. There is evidence
to show that people have been randomly shooting at protesters in order to cause trouble and
then place the blame on the police. As for the reference to militias, the security forces
normally do not allow any unauthorized parties to come anywhere near places where
protests are taking place.

2. The Government confirms that citizens have the right to peaceful assembly and to
protest against poor economic conditions. It is true that the government of Mr. Adil Abdul-
Mahdi had been in office for less than a year when the demonstrations began. That
government took over from the government of Haider Al-Abadi, which spent its four-year
term fighting terrorism. Iraq was facing a major disaster, namely the occupation of a third
of the country by Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant. For that reason, all economic,
military and civilian resources were mobilized, which had a huge impact on the country’s
economic situation and slowed down the pace of development when the war came to an end
around 2018. The protests took place towards the end of 2019; they were tumultuous and
marred initially by some excessive violence on the part of the police. However, the
Government quickly put a stop to that behaviour and set up a high-level government
committee to look into the matter. The committee identified the shortcomings and mistakes
that were made and referred the case to the courts. Thereafter the situation calmed down;
demonstrators were protected and their demands received support. The Council of
Ministers issued a series of decisions, referred to as a package of reforms. On 29 November
2019, Mr. Adil Abdul-Mahdi’s government stepped down in response to the demands of
protesters. The number of deaths and injuries was regrettable. The Government assumed
political responsibility for what had happened and promised to bring the perpetrators to
justice. It stressed that there had been no orders or directives to use force against the
protesters; on the contrary, government guidelines recommended not carrying weapons at
all. The investigation revealed that it was a third party that killed the protesters after the
conflict erupted with the police and they took advantage of the chaos to inflict casualties.
The Iraqi intelligence service has obtained information but has not yet been able to identify
the perpetrators.

3. The government authorities do not target human rights activists and defenders in any
way, in accordance with the laws, Constitution and democratic system in Iraq, which
guarantee the freedoms of citizens. There is absolutely no evidence of such targeting. The
occasional cases of kidnapping or harassment that do occur are attributable to the settling of
scores or personal feuds. Therefore, it is suspected that the majority of murders of activists
are committed by hired killers. It is clear that it is the same third party that is directing these
actions, as the killing of activists attracts media focus and stirs up more resentment towards
the government authorities, thus increasing mass mobilization and distorting the country’s
reputation internally and externally. The government authorities have no interest in carrying
out such acts at a time when government orders and leadership directives call for the
protection of demonstrators and activists.

4. The arrest of protesters is a different matter. The police does not usually arrest
peaceful protesters, and there is no evidence that this is the case. Arrests only take place if
protests are not peaceful. Protestors have committed many illegal acts during
demonstrations, such as burning down government buildings and the headquarters of
political parties, blocking main roads, blocking schools and government departments,
attacking members of the security forces and throwing Molotov cocktails. Such actions are
against the law and must be prevented. The security forces have never arrested any peaceful
demonstrators who are participating in protests and thus under the protection of the security
forces.

5. The orders issued by the Communications and Media Commission were in
accordance with the law, as the stations in question had violated the Code of Media

HRC/NONE/2020/SP/29
GE.20-04629 (E) 070520 070520

£2004629% —




HRC/NONE/2020/SP/29

Conduct. The Iraqi authorities understand the importance of the media and the right to
access information, but restrictions are also put in place to protect human rights, because
any right that in itself carries moral rules should not be violated in attacking the rights and
freedoms of citizens. This is what is established in human rights laws and principles.
Legislation regulates and protects rights, and the rules regulating the realization of rights
are indispensable.

6. With regard to dialogue with protesters, all of the country’s authorities, including the
Prime Minister’s Office, the office of the speaker of parliament, governors, parliamentary
committees, local authorities and police leaders, have met with and had discussions with
representatives of the protesters. Dozens of dialogue sessions were organized, in which the
President of the Republic also participated. The dialogue has been ongoing. The authorities
have received the protesters’ demands, which they are seeking to implement. All of the
authorities take very seriously the right to peaceful protest and the demands of protestors.
The Government has agreed to a number of the demands, first and foremost the call for it to
stand down, as well as the dismissal of a number of security commanders. Other than these,
the dialogue has resulted in the enactment of important laws that are considered a prelude to
bringing about fundamental political changes in Iraq, foremost among them the Electoral
Act and the Independent Electoral Commission Act.

7. With regard to temporary measures, many security measures have been taken with a
view to the disarmament of the police and security forces and the exercise of restraint and
non-intervention, unless absolutely necessary to stop infiltrators and prevent them from
using violence and killing protesters.
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PFRMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF [RAQ TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFHCE
Ref /147720 GENEVA
Date: !,9 : 93 2820

The Permanent Mission of The Republic of Iraq to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and
with reference to the letter of some mandates holders NO: UA IRQ 6/2019 dated
on 13 January 2020, has the honor to convey the response of the Iraqi
Government, regarding further information and new developments about
protests that took place after 14 October, 2019

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, the assurances of its highest considerations.

Geneva, 19 March, 2020

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human_Rights

www.mofa.gov.iq Tel.: +41 229180980

8, Impasse Colombelle 1218 Grand
Fax: +41 227330326

Saconnex, Geneva, Switzerland jnvrep@mofa.gov.iq
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