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  (Translated from Russian) 

For the attention of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, 

Ms. C. Devandas-Aguilar 

Dear Ms. Catalina Devandas-Aguilar, 

 The National Centre for Human Rights expresses its sincere respect for your work as 

Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, and wishes to inform you that 

the bill on the rights of persons with disabilities was submitted to the Oliy Majlis, the 

legislature, for consideration on 30 July 2019. 

 As part of the preparation for the second reading of the bill by the Committee on 

Labour and Social Affairs of the Oliy Majlis, a discussion was held with the participation of 

a working group comprising representatives of State bodies and civil society organizations, 

including the Society for Persons with Disabilities of Uzbekistan and the Association of 

Persons with Disabilities of Uzbekistan. In the course of the discussion, specific 

proposals were developed to further improve the quality and standard of living of persons 

with disabilities, to provide them with medical and social assistance, to contribute to the 

realization of their rights, freedoms and legitimate interests and to help them to play an 

active role in society. 

 Your recommendations regarding articles 4, 22, 29–32, 34, 38–41 and 52 of the bill 

were considered and discussed by a broad audience of independent experts and 

representatives of civil society organizations. 

 In particular, you noted that the bill retained a medical model of disability. The 

amendments to the bill currently under consideration relate to the transition from a medical 

model to a social model that upholds the rights of persons with disabilities. The bill 

introduces a human rights-based approach to disability, which provides for the elimination 

of discrimination and barriers through support for the active participation of persons with 

disabilities in society (arts. 5, 7, 10–11, 14, 18, 24–28 and 36).  

 The language of the bill, as prepared for the second reading, provides for a broader 

definition of the term “discrimination” (arts. 5–8, 12, 18 and 42). 

 A separate article has been incorporated into the bill to give effect to your 

recommendation regarding the right of persons with disabilities to choose their place of 

living (art. 22). 

 Your recommendation to include in the bill provisions on assistive technologies, 

communication support and individualized educational plans are organizational measures 

for achieving inclusive education and may be applied subsequently through implementing 

regulations adopted by the Government. 

 The National Centre for Human Rights will take all possible measures to ensure that 

the bill on the rights of persons with disabilities is human rights based and that the position 

of civil society is taken into consideration. 

 Accept, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) 

A. Saidov 

Director 
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