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  (Translated from Russian) 

Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation 

No. 216 

The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and other 

international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour of transmitting herewith 

information in connection with the joint enquiry of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion 

and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights defenders and the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous 

peoples concerning the ban on entry into the Russian Federation of the human rights defender, 

Mr. Johannes Rohr. 

The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey to the 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed assurances 

of its highest consideration. 

Reference: AL RUS 8/2019 

Geneva, 20 January 2020 
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Information from the Russian Federation in connection with the joint enquiry of the 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, the Special Rapporteur 

on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and 

the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples regarding the ban on entry 

into the Russian Federation of the human rights defender  

Mr. Johannes Rohr 

Reference: AL RUS 8/2019 

The Russian Federation, following consideration of the joint enquiry of the Special 

Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, the Special Rapporteur on the 

promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the Special 

Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples regarding the situation of the German national, 

Mr. Johannes Rohr, submits the following information: 

On 4 December 2018, the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation decided, in 

accordance with article 27 (1) of the Federal Act on Procedures for Exiting and Entering the 

Russian Federation (provides for the possible application of restrictions on the entry of 

foreign nationals and stateless persons for reasons of national defence or security, public 

order or public health), that Mr. Rohr would not be permitted to enter the territory of the 

Russian Federation until 23 January 2069. 

Pursuant to article 12 of Federal Act No. 40-FZ of 3 April 1995 on the Federal Security 

Service, the duties of the security agencies include participation in the resolution of issues 

related to the entry into and exit from the territory of the Russian Federation of foreigners 

and the conditions of stay for foreigners in the territory of the Russian Federation. 

The international obligations on the Russian Federation, including those arising from its 

status as a State party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, do not preclude 

it from controlling the entry of foreign nationals into its territory. 

Accordingly, the decision to restrict Mr. Rohr’s entry to the Russian Federation was taken by 

the Federal Security Service pursuant to the authority vested in it, while observing the 

procedural safeguards stipulated by law in respect of the foreign national and fully complying 

with the international obligations of the Russian Federation. 

Mr. Rohr challenged the decision of the Federal Security Service in court. On 20 June 2019, 

Moscow City Court denied Mr. Rohr’s administrative claim. On 25 October 2019, the 

Supreme Court upheld that decision and denied the appeal. 

   








