(Translated from Arabic)

Reply to a communication from Special Rapporteurs concerning the situation in
Yemen

Reference is made to your letter dated 4 October 2019, which contains information
that had been conveyed to the Special Rapporteurs regarding what they consider to be the
negative impact of the international military intervention in Yemen on the enjoyment of
human rights there, including impacts on the rights to self-determination, food, health,
water and sanitation. The Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen was surprised to note
the absence of any reference to the true causes of the crisis and the roots of the conflict in
Yemen. These lie in the armed rebellion of Houthi militias against the Yemeni State, which
began in 2004, since when they have engaged in six wars against the Yemeni army and
have even come to occupy the capital city, Sana’a. In fact, on 21 September 2014, they
overran State institutions by force of arms, overturned the outcomes of the national
dialogue and the Initiative of the Gulf Cooperation Council and its implementing
mechanisms and detained the President of the Yemeni Republic, the Prime Minister and
members of the Government and kept them under house arrest. Following that, they
invaded cities, launched an all-out war against the Yemeni people, plundered State
mstitutions and, in March 2015, attacked the President of the Republic in the provisional
capital, Aden, after he had managed to escape from Sana’a. They have also defied
international resolutions regarding Yemen, chief among them Security Council resolution
2140 (2014), which underscores the importance of achieving political transition in Yemen
and envisages sanctions for parties who hinder that transition, and resolution 2216 (2015),
which calls upon the Houthis to pull back, relinquish their arms and withdraw from State
institutions.

The Coalition wishes to emphasize that the military intervention of Saudi Arabia and
certain members of the Gulf Cooperation Council, as well as of a number of other Arab
States, came in response to a request from the legitimate President of Yemen and is
consistent with article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations and with the Joint Defence
and Economic Cooperation Treaty between the States of the Arab League. Its purpose is to
support the legitimate government, defend Yemeni citizens and protect the capacities of the
Yemeni people from the crimes and violations being perpetrated by Houthi militias. In that
connection, the Coalition would like to make it clear that, in all its military operations in
Yemen, it abides by the provisions of international humanitarian law and international
human rights law. Any violation of those provisions gives rise to an investigation by the
competent authorities and, if evidence exists pointing to errors or violations, the parties
responsible are referred to the competent courts or disciplinary authorities for trial and a
condign penalty that ensures justice.

In implementation of Security Council resolutions, particularly resolution 2216
(2015), the Coalition does not provide military assistance alone but also plays an important
role in defending civilians and in sending humanitarian aid to Yemen. In all, 364,695
persons from 85 different States have been evacuated from Yemen while, in addition, 6,677
sea-transport permits have been issued in addition to 18,399 air-transport permits and 1,543
land-transport permits. A total of 29,988 non-targeting requests have been received by the
Coalition and the overall number of prohibited targets in Yemen stands at 63,872.
Moreover, in cooperation with the Djibouti-based United Nations Verification and
Inspection Mechanism (UNVIM) permits have been issued for 12,717,364.6 tons of food
aid and 5,138,258.95 tons of petroleum products, while consignments of other categories of
goods for civilian use have reached 3,632,925.04 tons.

In order to help ensure that the current conflict in Yemen does not have an impact on
the economic or public sectors, Saudi Arabia has — via the Saudi Development and
Reconstruction Programme for Yemen — launched a number of sustainable development
projects in the fields of health care, education, water, dams, roads, ports, airports, energy,
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agriculture, fisheries and government buildings. A number of airports have been built and
fitted out, such as the airport in the governorate of Ma’rib, while other airports have been
refurbished, such as the airport of Al-Ghaydah. Work has also been undertaken to reinstate
the operative capacities of a number of ports, such as the port of Al-Mukalla and the port of
Nishtun.

In the area of humanitarian and relief efforts, Saudi Arabia and the other States of
the Coalition have been providing and delivering aid to beneficiaries inside Yemen, both
directly and via United Nations agencies. Saudi Arabia has also intervened on a number of
occasions to support the Central Bank of Yemen with amounts in excess of $3 billion. This
has had a positive effect on the stability of the Yemeni currency and on the quality of life
and purchasing power of Yemeni citizens, and it contributed to increasing foreign currency
reserves from $0.6 billion to $2.8 billion. As a consequence, the price of the Yemeni rial
(YRI) fell against the dollar from YRI 800 to $1 until it stabilized at between YRI 400 and
YRI 500 to $1. The financial donation also contributed to a relative fall of between 9 per
cent and 3 per cent in the price of certain basic foodstuffs. In fact, the sum was used to
cover the importation of basic goods such as wheat, corn, oil, rice, milk and sugar, without
discrimination among Yemeni traders and with delivery to all parts of the country.

As regards efforts to ensure food aid, the Coalition operates via the King Salman
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre to enable persons in need in Yemen to obtain food, in
cooperation with partners and United Nations agencies and in line with the United Nations
annual humanitarian response plan. Consistent with the principles of impartiality and
equality that underpin humanitarian work, the delivery of the aid takes place without
discrimination on the basis of race or colour and without distinguishing between
governorates, irrespective of whether they are under the control of Houthi militias or of the
legitimate government. For example, the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre
has been running 104 food and shelter projects at a total cost of $618,923,792.77. These
include 63 projects in areas under the control of the Houthis at a total cost of
$553,091,692.65. Likewise, the Saudi Development and Reconstruction Programme for
Yemen has planted 120 feddan — the equivalent of 840,000 m> — of agricultural land and
has supplied Yemini farmers with tractors and other agricultural equipment. In the same
way, fishermen have been supplied with equipment such as boats, motors and refrigerators.

As concerns drinking water and sanitation, the Coalition wishes to reaffirm its
commitment to taking the action necessary to ensure access to safe drinking water and
appropriate treatment. The King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre has been
running 141 projects in the fields of health care, environmental improvement and safe water
supply, at a total cost of $384,268,634.04. These include 35 projects that have been fully or
partially implemented in areas under the control of the Houthis, for a value of $217,868,776.
The Saudi Development and Reconstruction Programme for Yemen has also been running
projects to dig wells for the provision of drinking water, expand the water distribution
network, create water pipelines, build storage reservoirs and provide the necessary support
and electrical power. In addition, 5,000-litre water tanks have been imported in order to
meet the needs of the population and ensure safe drinking water.

In conclusion, the Coalition one again reaffirms its commitment to providing
assistance and support to the people of Yemen in order to spare them the impact of the
current conflict, which was caused by the Houthi militias in defiance of the will of the
Yemeni people, of the relevant international resolutions and of international law. The
Coalition also underscores its support for the implementation of the Stockholm Agreement,
which provides an opening to resolve the humanitarian crisis but has not yet been put into
effect thanks to the obduracy of the Houthis. In the same way, the Coalition supports the
efforts being led by the United Nations to find a comprehensive political solution to the
crisis in Yemen, under the three principal instruments: the Initiative of the Gulf
Cooperation Council and its implementing mechanisms, the outcomes of the National
Dialogue Conference and the relevant Security Council resolutions, chief among them
resolution 2216 (2015).
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United Arab Emirates

The Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, and the Republic of Yemen to the United Nations Office and other international
organizations in Geneva (Representing the Arab Coalition - Legal Team) present their
compliments to the Special Procedures Branch of the Human Rights Council, and has the
honor to refer to the letter, ref: AL SAU 11 /2019 dated in 4 October 2019, from the Special
Rapporteur on the right to food; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; the Independent
Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order and the Special
Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation, concerning the
negative impact of international military intervention on the enjoyment of human rights in
Yemen, including impacts on the rights to self-determination, food, health, water and
sanitation. The Missions are honored to enclose the reply of the Coalition about the matter.

The Permanent Missions of the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, and the Republic of Yemen to the United Nations Office and other international
organizations in Geneva (Representing the Arab Coalition - Legal Team) avail themselves of
this opportunity to renew the assurances of their highest consideration.

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Special Procedures Branch
Palais Des Naitions.

1211 GENEVA.
The Permanent The Permanent The Permanent The Permanent
Missions of the Missions of the Missions of the Missions of the
Kingdom of Kingdom of United Arab Republic of
Bahrain Saudi Arabia Emirates Yemen
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