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  (Translated from Russian) 

No. 3705 

 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 
other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour to transmit 
herewith information from the Russian Federation in response to a request from the special 
procedures of the Human Rights Council on the situation of Ms. A. E. Koroleva. 

 The Permanent Mission takes this opportunity to convey to the Office of the 
renewed assurances of its highest consideration. 

Reference: AL RUS 5/2019 

13 September 2019 

  



HRC/NONE/2019/98 

2 GE.19-15980 

Information from the Russian Federation relating to the joint request of the special 
procedures of the United Nations Human Rights Council regarding the situation of Ms. A. 
E. Koroleva 

Reference: AL RUS 5/2019 

 The Russian Federation, having considered the joint request of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council’s Special Rapporteurs on the issue of human rights obligations 
relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment, on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, on the rights to 
freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and on the situation of human rights 
defenders, relating to the criminal charges brought against Ms. A. E. Koroleva, wishes to 
make the following reply: 

1. In April 2013, the procurator’s office of Zelenogradsky district of Kaliningrad 
Province conducted a verification of the activities of the Kaliningrad Ekozashchita! 
(Ecodefence!) Women’s Council, (hereunder referred to as Ekozashchita), a regional 
voluntary organization, which was under the direction of Ms. Koroleva. 

 In the course of the verification, information was received indicating that funding 
from foreign sources had been given to Ekozashchita in the following amounts: in 2010, 
3,104,924.03 roubles from Denmark; in 2011, 531,100.96 roubles from Denmark; in 2012, 
3,368,674.29 roubles from Denmark and Poland, including 1,082,565 roubles from Eko-
Inicjatywa, a Polish organization, for implementation of a project entitled “Towards 
Russian Ratification of the United Nations Espoo and Aarhus Conventions”, under a 
contract concluded with the Council of Ministers of the Nordic Countries (Denmark). The 
organization received 905,400 roubles in 2013 from the German branch of the Heinrich 
Böll Fund. 

 The Directorate of the Russian Ministry of Justice for Kaliningrad Province carried 
out a scheduled audit of Ekozashchita’s documentation on 19 June 2014. It established that 
during the period under consideration the organization’s main activities were aimed inter 
alia at organizing and holding public events and at shaping public opinion with the aim of 
influencing decision-making by State bodies and at changing the State policies 
implemented by them. 

 Specifically, Ekozashchita organized and held public events, including some 
benefiting foreign entities, with the aim of opposing the construction of the Baltic Nuclear 
Power Plant in Kaliningrad Province, and with the aim of influencing public opinion. 

 The audit of the activities of this non-profit organization revealed that it was acting 
as a foreign agent, and on 21 July 2014 Ekozashchita was thus included in the registry of 
non-profit organizations carrying out the functions of a foreign agent (hereunder referred to 
as the “Registry”). 

 The designation of Ekozashchita as an organization carrying out the functions of a 
foreign agent imposed additional obligations on it, and the organization and its leaders 
frequently faced administrative measures for refusing to carry out those duties. 

 The Division of the Russian Ministry of Justice for Kaliningrad Province thus 
carried out a check of Ekozashchita, and the organization was cited for an administrative 
offence under article 19.34 (1) of the Russian Code of Administrative Offences. On 8 
September 2014 the justice of the peace of the second judicial district in the Moskovsky 
district of Kaliningrad issued a decision finding the organization guilty of committing an 
administrative offence under article 19.34 (1) of the Code and imposing an administrative 
fine of 300,000 roubles on it. On 22 December 2014, a decision of the Moskovsky district 
court of Kaliningrad reduced the fine to 100,000 roubles. 

 Ekozashchita was cited for 17 administrative offences under article 19.7.5-2 of the 
Russian Code of Administrative Offences for failure to present, or failure to present on time, 
information that by law must be provided to State bodies or officials by non-profit 
organizations carrying out the functions of foreign agents in order to allow the bodies or 
officials to conduct their lawful activities, or for presenting State bodies or officials with 
such information only partially or in a distorted manner, if such an act or failure to act does 
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not constitute a criminally punishable offence. After consideration of the citations, four 
warnings were issued and 10 fines were imposed, totalling 950,000 roubles. 

 Ekozashchita received nine warnings (and two repeated warnings) from the Russian 
Ministry of Justice for failure to place reports of its activities on the Internet or in the press, 
as stipulated by the legislation in force, as a non-profit organization carrying out the 
functions of a foreign agent. 

 The Russian Ministry of Justice issued eight citations for administrative offences 
under article 19.5 (1) of the Russian Code of Administrative Offences, totalling 80,000 
roubles, for failure to comply with the lawful requirements issued by a State body 
responsible for monitoring non-profit organizations carrying out the functions of a foreign 
agent. 

 The Directorate of the Russian Ministry of Justice for Kaliningrad Province issued 
two citations for administrative offences under article 19.4.1 of the Russian Code of 
Administrative Offences and imposed fines, respectively of 5,000 and 2,000 roubles, for 
obstruction of the lawful activities of officials or bodies carrying out monitoring on behalf 
of the State, or of officials of organizations authorized to do so under federal laws 
regulating State monitoring, or of responsible officials or bodies carrying out monitoring at 
the municipal level. 

 Since being placed on the Registry, Ekozashchita has received administrative fines 
totalling 1,237,000 roubles. 

 On 29 May 2019, by a decision of the senior bailiff of the Moskovsky district’s 
court bailiffs’ department, Ekozashchita’s president, Ms. Koroleva, was issued with a 
citation for an administrative offence under article 17.14 (1) of the Russian Code of 
Administrative Offences. 

 On 30 May 2019, Ms. Koroleva faced criminal charges for failure to comply with 
judicial decisions, in application of article 315 (2) of the Criminal Code of the Russian 
Federation, under a joint enforcement procedure, with the court bailiffs’ department 
responsible for enforcement claiming alimony payments in the city of Kaliningrad. The 
procurator dealt with the criminal cases in a single procedure. 

 During the initial inquiry, the suspect’s whereabouts have been unknown, and it is 
impossible in her absence to fully establish the circumstances of the criminal case. 

 Criminal procedure measures established by law are now being carried out in order 
to establish the facts in the criminal case. 

2. On 22 March 2017, the European Court of Human Rights sent the Russian 
authorities a series of complaints under the title ECODEFENCE and others against Russia, 
and 48 other applications (including Ekozashchita’s). In them, the applicants, non-profit 
organizations carrying out activities in the Russian Federation, complain of violations of the 
rights of freedom of expression and of freedom of association in connection with the 
enforcement against them of the provisions of Federal Act No. 121, of 20 July 2012, “On 
the introduction of amendments to various acts of the Russian Federation relating to the 
regulation of the activities of non-profit organizations carrying out the functions of foreign 
agents” and with their recognition as “foreign agents”. 

 On 19 September 2017 the Russian Ministry of Justice sent its position regarding the 
admissibility and substance of the complaints, indicating that the legislation in force 
regulating the legal situation of non-profit organizations is not at variance with the 
provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights and that the actions of the 
national authorities have not violated the rights of the applicants to freedom of expression 
and freedom of association. 

 On 31 May 2018 the Russian Federation presented its comments in response to 
additional objections raised by the applicants and to their applications for just compensation. 

 At this stage no decision has been issued on this case. 

    














