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  (Translated from Arabic) 

People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 

Permanent Mission of Algeria to the United Nations Office at Geneva and other 

international organizations in Switzerland 

Reply from the Algerian Government to letter No. AL DZA 3/2019 from six special 

procedure mandate holders of the Human Rights Council concerning “allegations of 

the arrest, arbitrary detention and judicial harassment of Hadj Ibrahim Aouf, Salah 

Dabouz and Kamal Eddine Fekhar” 

 With regard to your letter of 9 August 2019, reference number Al DZA 3/2019, from 

six special procedure mandate holders of the Human Rights Council (the Working Group 

on Arbitrary Detention , the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the 

right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 

human rights defenders, the Special Rapporteur on minority issues, and the Special 

Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of 

physical and mental health) concerning “allegations of the arrest, arbitrary detention and 

judicial harassment of Hadj Ibrahim Aouf, Salah Dabouz and Kamal Eddine Fekhar”, the 

Algerian Government wishes to provide the following clarifications: 

1. The prisoner Hadj Ibrahim Aouf was imprisoned on 2 April 2019 for having 

committed a number of offences, including undermining of court judgments. 

 He commenced a partial hunger strike on 3 April 2019 and received regular medical 

oversight based on the guidelines concerning procedures for monitoring hunger strikers. He 

was thus monitored each day on the basis of biometrics (blood pressure, blood sugar level, 

state of awareness, dehydration symptoms, heartbeat, respiratory condition, BMI weight) 

and was treated, as required, with vitamins B1, B6 and B12 and with food serum. 

 When he began to display stress symptoms, he was admitted to hospital on 28 April 

2019 and placed under medical surveillance in the civilian hospital of Ghardaia, where he 

benefited from the requisite tests and examinations. His condition was stable and when he 

ended his hunger strike on 22 May 2019 he was placed on a special diet until his release on 

30 May 2019.  

2. The prisoner Salah Dabouz was prosecuted in three criminal cases concerning 

defiance of the legitimacy of court judgments, the establishment of a malicious association 

for the purpose of committing offences that undermined national unity, distributing leaflets 

calling for armed gatherings, and incitement to hatred and discrimination against a group of 

people on grounds of ethnicity. 

 The following judicial rulings were handed down regarding these cases: 

• On 13 July 2017 he was sentenced in absentia to a 1-year prison term and a fine of 

50,000 Algerian dinars (DA). A review of the judgment is scheduled for 1 October 

2019. 

• On 8 April 2019, the investigating judge of Ghardaia Court ordered that he be placed 

under judicial supervision. 

3. Kamal Eddine Fekhar was placed in custody on 2 April 2019. He was examined 

on admission by the establishment’s physician, who placed on record that he suffered from 

the following illnesses: 

• A hepatitis B viral infection since 2013; 

• Stones in the biliary vesicle; 

• A cataract for which surgery had been performed in 2017; 

• The results of the physical examination were normal. 
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 On the following day, 3 April 2019, he commenced a partial hunger strike, 

consuming just sugar and water. He received medical oversight twice a day by the 

establishment’s physician, in accordance with the protocol concerning procedures for 

monitoring hunger strikers. Accordingly, the physician monitored his state of awareness, 

dehydration symptoms, vital functions, heartbeat, blood pressure, respiratory condition, 

blood sugar level, BMI weight and body temperature.  

 The results of all these examinations are recorded in the daily medical file. He 

benefited from biological and saline analyses and from an electrocardiogram (ECG) test. 

He was treated with vitamin B1 and B6 tablets on a daily basis, with a vitamin B12 

injection once a week, as well as with food serum and salts (sodium-potassium).  

• On 28 April 2019, when he began to display stress symptoms and headaches, he was 

taken to the civilian hospital of Ghardaia and placed in the ward for prisoners. He 

was then monitored by the hospital medical staff and examined on a number of 

occasions. They also conducted several biological analyses, and the results of a scan 

undertaken on 5 May 2019 indicated that his state was normal. He continued to be 

provided with medication and treatment.  

• On 20 May 2019, he ended the hunger strike and was placed initially on a liquid and 

subsequently on a semi-liquid diet. He then returned to a normal food and fruit diet, 

and benefited from health care and biological oversight. 

• A head, chest and abdomen scan undertaken on 26 May 2019 revealed lung 

inflammation. An abdominal ultrasound examination was also conducted.  

• On 27 May 2019, he suffered a rise in body temperature and lost consciousness. A 

blood culture analysis was conducted to detect the cause and he was transferred, as a 

matter of urgency, to Frantz Fanon University Hospital in Blida. He was placed in 

the Medical Resuscitation Department and died at 6 a.m. on 28 May 2019.  

 The forensic autopsy at the hospital showed that the cause of death was a septic 

shock. This conclusion was confirmed by the results of the blood culture analysis.  

Algiers, 28 August 2019 

    



REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE DEMOCRATIQUE ET POPULAIRE 

MISSION PERMANENTE D'ALGERIE 

AUPRES DE L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES 

A GENEVE ET DES ORGANISATIONS 

INTERNATIONALES EN SUISSE 
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La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et Populaire 

auprès de l'Office des Nations Unies et des Organisations internationales en Suisse 

présente ses compliments au Bureau du Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux 

Droits de l'Homme, Service des Procédures Spéciales, et en référence à sa note AL 

DZA 3/2019 du 09 août 2019 concernant des allégations d'arrestation, de détention 

arbitraire et d'harcèlement judiciaire de M. Salah Dabouz, de M. Hadj Ibrahim Aouf et 

de M. Kamal Eddine Fekhar, a l'honneur de lui faire parvenir, en annexe, la réponse 

du Gouvernement algérien à ce sujet. 

La Mission permanente saurait gré au Bureau du Haut-Commissariat des Nations 

Unies aux Droits de l'Homme, Service des Procédures Spéciales, de bien vouloir 

accuser réception de cet envoi. 

La Mission permanente de la République Algérienne Démocratique et Populaire 

auprès de l'Office des Nations Unies et des Organisations internationales en Suisse 

saisit cette occasion pour renouveler au Bureau du Haut-Commissariat des Nations 

Unies aux Droits de l'Homme, 	r.vicç des Procédures Spéciales, l'assurance de sa 

haute considération. 	/ 
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Bureau du Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux Droits de l'Homme, 

Service des Procédures Spéciales, 

Palais Wilson, 52 rue des Pâquis 	 OHCHR REGISTI 

CH-1201 Genève, Suisse 
- 2 SEP. 2019 

308, Route de Lausanne, 1293 Bellevue (Genève) - TéI. : 022 959 84 84— Fax : 022 774 30 49 
Site —web: http:!Iwww.mission-algeria.ch - Email: contactmisl» 	 ........ 

Enctosure ...................... 

Genève, le 02 septembre 2019 
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