(Translated from Arabic)
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Tunisia, Geneva

Reply to the joint communication from the United Nations human rights mechanisms
concerning the situation of a number of Tunisian nationals who are detained in Iraq
and who are being prosecuted under the Iraqi Counter-Terrorism Act

The Tunisian State and its agencies abroad provide protection for Tunisians detained in
foreign prisons by guaranteeing them access to the legal protection and social welfare that
they require and by visiting them and providing them with support, in accordance with the
provisions of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations and procedures that are
permissible pursuant to the legislation in force in the country of accreditation and relevant
bilateral agreements.

Vigorous action has been taken to provide consular protection for Tunisians who have been
arrested by the Iraqi authorities at various times in connection with issues such as “illegally
crossing the Iraqi borders” and “membership of a terrorist organization”.

A lawyer was assigned to monitor the situation of Tunisians in Iraqi prisons at all stages of
legal proceedings before the competent judicial authorities. For instance, appeals were filed
against judgments handed down against them, which led in some cases to the commutation
of death penalties to 20-year prison sentences. Appeals against judgments in other cases led
to prisoners being found innocent of a number of charges filed against them. Attempts were
also made to have some prisoners released on parole or acquitted.

The Tunisian State and its agents abroad seek to have the sentences imposed on Tunisian
defendants commuted and to ensure that they are given a fair trial, in accordance with the
guarantees enshrined in relevant international treaties.

The Tunisian State and its agents abroad organize regular visits to Tunisian prisoners in Iraqi
prisons and provide them with social support and financial assistance. They also contact the
Iraqi authorities with a view to enabling members of prisoners’ families to visit their children
in Iraqi prisons as a means of reassurance. Such visits take place under the supervision and
with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in coordination with our diplomatic
mission in Baghdad, in order to ensure that all necessary facilities are provided for prisoners’
families.

Importance has been attached to this issue in the area of bilateral cooperation through regular
coordination with the Iraqi authorities regarding the judicial status of Tunisian prisoners.
There is currently no bilateral legal framework providing for the exchange of prisoners.

Tunisia has joined in all international efforts to prevent and combat violent extremism. It also
takes advantage of opportunities for international cooperation and sharing of experiences and
best practices in that area.

Tunisia is participating in the drafting of a new guide for the United Nations Office of
Counter-Terrorism on respect for international law, especially international human rights law.

The National Counter-Terrorism Committee is preparing a national policy document to
address the issue of the return of terrorist fighters and their families.
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La Mission Permanente de Tunisie auprés de 1’Office des Nations Unies a
Genéve et des Organisations Internationales en Suisse présente ses compliments au
Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux Droits de I’Homme (Branche des
procédures spéciales) et se référant a sa note verbale par laquelle il demande des
informations sur la position du Gouvernement tunisien vis-a-vis de la situation de
certains ressortissants tunisiens détenus en Irak et poursuivis en vertu de la loi
irakienne sur 1’anti-terrorisme;;a 1’honneur de lui faire communiquer ci-joint les
éléments de réponse des autorités tunisiennes.

La Mission Permanente de Tunisie auprés de 1’Office des Nations Unies a
Genéve et des Organisations Internationales en Suisse saisit cette occasion pour
" renouveler au Haut Commissatiat des Nations Unies aux Droits de ’Homme

Haut Commissariat des Nations Unies
aux Droits de PHomme

Palais Wilson K

1202 Genéve

OHCHR REGISTRY
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