(Translated from Arabic)
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Explanatory note

With regard to joint communication No. AL BHR 5/2018, dated 5 November 2018,
from the Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur
on the independence of judges and lawyers, the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion
or belief, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, and the Special Rapporteur on torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, concerning allegations of
arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance and torture of a number of individuals, we wish
to provide you, in addition to our previous response dated 3 January 2019, with the
following information:

1. Abdulelah Sayed Ali Ahmed Ebrahim Ahmed

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable, he is not suffering from any illness
and no injuries are discernible. He underwent five medical examinations in 2018 and made
two telephone calls, the most recent on 31 December 2018.

2. Ali Ahmed Ali Abbas al-Halal

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health and his vital signs are stable. However, he suffers from
bronchial asthma and has varicose veins, and therefore visits the doctor regularly and is
provided with the necessary medicines. He underwent 16 medical examinations in 2018,
and a visit to the Urology Clinic is scheduled for 23 April 2019. He made 42 telephone
calls, the most recent on 2 January 2019.

3. Ahmed Isa Ahmed Yahya Ali

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He
underwent five medical examinations in 2018, and made 46 telephone calls, the most recent
on 1 January 2019.

4. Husain Abdulla Salman Khalaf

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He also
has upcoming appointments at the Neurosurgery and Internal Medicine Clinics. He
underwent 16 medical examinations in 2018, and made 52 telephone calls, the most recent
on 24 August 2018.

5. Ahmed Abdul Hasan Habib Yusuf Husain

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He
underwent 20 medical examinations in 2018, and he has upcoming appointments with a
neurologist. He made 21 telephone calls, the most recent on 26 December 2018.

6. Taha Sayed Amin Jawad Shubar

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health and his vital signs are stable. He underwent three medical
examinations in 2018, and made 30 telephone calls, the most recent on 26 December 2018.

7. Ahmed Khalil Ebrahim Ali
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He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He
underwent 10 medical examinations in 2018, and made 40 telephone calls, the most recent
on 3 January 2019.

8. Mahdi Ali Hasan Khalaf

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He
underwent 13 medical examinations in 2018, and made 25 telephone calls, the most recent
on 1 January 2019.

9. Ali Isa Ali Kazem Al-Tajer

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health and his vital signs are stable. However, he suffers from
thalassemia and is anaemic. He underwent 25 medical examinations in 2018, and made 53
telephone calls, the most recent on 31 December 2018.

10. Salman Ali Salman Mohamed

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health and his vital signs are stable. However, he suffers from hepatitis.
He receives treatment on a regular basis and is provided with the necessary medicines. He
underwent four medical examinations in 2018, and made 43 telephone calls, the most recent
on 1 January 2019.

11. Hasan Radhi Hasan Abdulla al-Baqali

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health and his vital signs are stable. He is not suffering from any
disease or injury. He made 55 telephone calls in 2018, the most recent on 3 January 2019.

12. Jasim Mohamed Abdulla Ebrahim

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He
underwent 18 medical examinations in 2018, and made 52 telephone calls, the most recent
on 31 December 2018.

13. Sayed Ahmed Ali Mohamed Ali

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He
underwent nine medical examinations in 2018 and has an appointment at the Urology
Clinic at Salmaniya Medical Complex on 19 February 2019. He made 36 telephone calls,
the most recent on 2 January 2019.

14. Mohamed Jameel Abdulnabi Toblani

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible.
However, he suffers from nasal sensitivity and sinusitis and has been provided with the
requisite medication. He underwent 13 medical examinations in 2018 and has an
appointment in the Surgery Department on 13 February 2019. He made 53 telephone calls,
the most recent on 3 January 2019.

15. Mahmood Saeed Ahmed Isa

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible.
However, he has recently suffered from poor vision and has appointments at the Eye Clinic
to monitor his condition. He made 18 telephone calls in 2018, the most recent on 31
December 2018.

16. Husain Abdulla Juma Maki
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He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He
made 102 telephone calls in 2018, the most recent on 12 January 2019.

17. Hasan Mohamed Hasan Qambar

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible. He
underwent 13 medical examinations in 2018, and made 46 telephone calls, the most recent
on 3 January 2019.

18. Mohamed Abdulelah Abduljalil

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health, his vital signs are stable and no injuries are discernible.
However, he suffers from high blood pressure. He receives regular treatment and is
provided with the necessary medication. He made 56 telephone calls in 2018, the most
recent on 3 January 2019.

19. Husain Mohsen Salman Maki al-Moftah

He was examined by a physician on 3 January 2019 and, according to the medical
report, he is in good health and his vital signs are stable. He is not suffering from any injury
or disease. He underwent 13 medical examinations in 2018, and made 54 telephone calls,
the most recent on 3 January 2019.

20.  Ali Husain Ali Abdulla al-Shaikh
He was released on 2 November 2018.

The allegations that the inmates were prevented from practising their religion are
false. All inmates are permitted to practise their religion, in accordance with article 7 of the
Reform and Rehabilitation Institution Act and article 51 of its implementing regulations.
This right is guaranteed to all prisoners and pretrial detainees, in accordance with the
legislation and regulations in force, unless they breach security and order. Prisoners and
pretrial detainees are also entitled to meet with religious preachers and spiritual guides.

With regard to the allegations of torture and ill-treatment during the investigations,
such matters fall outside the jurisdiction of the Ministry of the Interior and are subject to the
authority of the Public Prosecution Service. The Kingdom of Bahrain, aspiring to respect
and guarantee the rights and freedoms of all citizens and to abide by international human
rights instruments, has established a number of grievance institutions and authorities to
address complaints of torture and inhuman treatment. Any person who has been subject to
torture or degrading treatment can file a complaint with the following bodies:

(a)  The Commission for the Rights of Prisoners and Detainees established by
Decree No. 61 of 2013, which is responsible for monitoring conditions in prisons, detention
centres, juvenile welfare centres and all other places, such as hospitals and mental health
centres, in which a person may be held in order to ensure that inmates are not subjected to
ill-treatment.

(b)  The Office of the Ombudsman established by Decree No. 27 of 2012, as
amended, which is responsible for investigating complaints against staff of any part of the
Ministry of the Interior and for inspecting prisons, detention centres and juvenile welfare
centres. It should be noted that staff of the Office of the Ombudsman have a permanent
office at the Reform and Rehabilitation Institution through which inmates may file
complaints.

(c)  The Internal Audit and Investigations Department is tasked with receiving,
reviewing and investigating complaints submitted by any party against members of the
Public Security Forces concerning the commission of wrongful acts in the performance of
their duties as well as the responsibility of superior officers.

(d)  The Special Investigation Unit, which was established by Attorney General
Decision No. 8 of 2012, is an independent unit of the Public Prosecution Service. It
performs its legal functions under the strict authority of its President. The Unit is
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responsible for investigating and prosecuting all allegations of murder, torture and ill-
treatment attributed to persons in civilian or military leadership positions, whose conduct is
based on the principle of “command responsibility”, in accordance with international norms.

(¢)  The Independent Office of the Inspector General and the Office of
Professional Standards in the National Security Agency, established by Decree No. 28 of
2012, article 1 of which specifies, inter alia, the following responsibilities: to monitor,
receive and examine complaints and reports concerning ill-treatment of persons by Agency
staff, and other violations of international law and treaties ratified by the Kingdom of
Bahrain, and to undertake investigations into such complaints.

The Ministry of the Interior also seeks to provide health care for all inmates without
exception, to respect their rights, and to enable them to contact their families and receive
family visits, in accordance with the provisions of the Reform and Rehabilitation Institution
Act and its implementing regulations. The Ministry also takes all necessary steps in the
event of any transgressions or breaches of the law by members of the Public Security
Forces to hold them legally accountable.
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MISSION PERMANENTE DU ROYAUME DU BAHREIN
AUPRES DE L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES
GENEVE/VIENNE

Geneva, 16t January 2019
1/5(4) - 12 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office and
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR),
and would like to refer to the joint urgent appeal, AL BHR5/2018, dated
November 5, 2018, sent by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the
Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers; the Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief; the Special Rapporteur on the
promotion and protection of human rights fundamental freedoms while
countering terrorism; and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, on the information received
concerning the arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance and torture of 20
individuals convicted in a mass trial after they were accused of belonging to a
terrorist organization.

In this regard, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith an explanatory
note, as additional information to the previously sent reply, annexed to the note
verbale no 1/5(4)-398 (an) dated January 4th, 2019, with regards to the
aforementioned joint communication, in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
the assurance of its highest consideration.

Ms. Beatriz Balbin

Chief,

Special Procedures Branch,
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson

Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Geneve

Fax: +41 22 917 90 06 /917 90 08

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 38, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
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