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 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 

Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and, with reference to the enquiry 

by the Working Group of the Human Rights Council and the Special Rapporteur on the 

right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom 

of peaceful assembly and of association, the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or 

belief and the Special Rapporteur on minority issues (AL RUS 22/2018), has the honour to 

inform it that this enquiry contains a false statement, to the effect that the Russian 

Federation did not reply to a previous communication from a number of Human Rights 
Council special procedures (AL RUS 19/2018). 

 The Permanent Mission, with reference to note No. 3609 of 5 October 2018, 

reminds the Office that the information set out in communication AL RUS 19/2018 was of a 

general nature and did not allow it to identify the persons allegedly subjected to 
“persecution”. 

 In this connection, the Russian side has the honour to reiterate its request for the 

following information: the names of the persons who were arrested or detained, or of those 

whose homes were searched; the addresses of the homes of Jehovah’s Witnesses and other 

premises that, according to the special procedures, were inspected and searched; the names 

of the persons who were charged with administrative or criminal offences and the dates on 
which the charges were brought; and other more specific details. 

 This information is necessary to enable the ministries and departments concerned to 
respond to the enquiry in a substantive manner. 

 The Permanent Mission is still proceeding on the basis that, taking into account the 

need to prepare a more detailed enquiry, the Secretariat will adjust the deadline within 
which the Russian Federation must reply to this communication. 

 The Russian side also has the honour to inform the Office that information regarding 
the substance of the enquiry made in AL RUS 22/2018 will be sent separately. 

 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey 

to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed 
assurances of its highest consideration. 

Geneva, 16 January 2019 
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