(Translated from Arabic)

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office at
Geneva

Official response from the Kingdom to questions concerning the case of citizen Salman
Qureish and additional information concerning the case of citizen Mujtaba al-Sweikat;

Official information concerning the questions raised by the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and a number of Special
Rapporteurs in communication No. UA SAU 13/2018 regarding the Kingdom’s legal
and judicial proceedings concerning the two citizens and concerning Ali-al-Nimr,
Dawood al-Marhoon, Abdullah al-Zaher and Abdulkarim al-Hawaj.

L. The case of citizen Mujtaba al-Sweikat

With a view to updating the information already provided on the above-mentioned case, it
should be noted that after the initial death sentence was handed down, the defendant was
given the right to challenge the judgment and submit his objection thereto within 30 days
from the date of his receipt of a copy thereof, in accordance with article 192 (1) of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “The convicted person, the prosecutor or the
civil claimant may, within the legally prescribed time limit, appeal or request scrutiny of
judgments handed down by courts of first instance. The court that hands down the judgment
shall inform them of this right when delivering the judgment.” Once the objection was filed,
it was considered by the judges of the court of first instance, who confirmed their judgment.
The entire file was then referred to the appeal court, in accordance with article 196 of the
Code, which stipulates that: “The division that rendered the challenged judgment shall
examine the grounds on which the objection is based without hearing submissions, unless
necessary, and may amend or uphold the judgment as it sees fit. If it upholds the judgment,
it shall refer the case, together with copies of all its records and documents, including the
statement of objection, to an appeal court. If it amends the judgment, all the parties to the
case shall be so informed and the normal procedural rules shall apply.” The division of the
appeal court which is competent to hear such cases is composed of five judges, in accordance
with article 15 (1) of the Statute of the Judiciary which stipulates that: “Each district shall
have one or more appeal courts, which shall comprise various specialized divisions, each
consisting of three judges, with the exception of the criminal division hearing cases involving
the death penalty [...] which shall consist of five judges.” The file was studied and scrutinized
by a criminal division composed of five judges, which upheld the judgment. The case was
then referred to the Supreme Court, in accordance with article 10 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, which stipulates that: “Death sentences imposed or upheld by an appeal court
shall not be final until they have been confirmed by the Supreme Court.” It was studied and
scrutinized by five judges, in accordance with article 10 (4) of the Statute of the Judiciary,
which stipulates that “the Supreme Court shall exercise its functions through requisitely
specialized divisions, each division being composed of three judges with the exception of the
criminal division hearing judgments involving the death penalty which shall be composed of
five judges”, and in accordance with article 11 (1) of the said Statute, which stipulates that
“judgments or rulings involving a death penalty that are delivered or upheld by an appeal
court shall be reviewed”. It decided to uphold the judgment, thereby completing all stages of
the proceedings and rendering the judgment final and enforceable, in accordance with article
210 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “Final judgments are those
which have not been challenged within the legally prescribed time limit or which have been
upheld or delivered by the Supreme Court.” Judgments are deemed to be final in accordance
with article 212 of the Code, which stipulates that: “Criminal judgments shall not be enforced
until they have become final.” The enforcement order was transmitted to the competent
authority, in accordance with article 216 of the Code, which stipulates that: “The president
of the court that has rendered the enforceable criminal judgment shall send it to the
administrative governor to take the necessary measures for its enforcement. The
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administrative governor shall take prompt action to enforce the judgment.” The enforcement
order was issued pursuant to article 217 (1) of the Code, which stipulates that: “Death
penalties shall be enforced only by order of the King or his authorized representative.” The
judgment has not been enforced to date.

II. The case of citizen Salman Qureish

The person concerned was arrested on 24 Safar 1434 A.H. (6 January 2013), in accordance
with article 2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (2001), which stipulates that: “No person
may be arrested, searched, detained or imprisoned save in cases specified by the law. Persons
may be detained or imprisoned only in facilities designated for such purposes and for the
period prescribed by the competent authority. A person under arrest shall not be subjected to
any physical or moral harm, and shall not be subjected to torture or degrading treatment.”
Article 35 of the Code stipulates that: “In cases other than flagrante delicto, no person shall
be arrested or detained save by order of the competent authority. An arrested person shall be
treated in a manner that preserves his dignity. He may not be subjected to physical or moral
harm, must be informed of the grounds for his detention and has the right to communicate
with a person of his choice in order to inform such person of his detention.” He was charged
with the formation within the Kingdom of a terrorist cell which engaged in armed raids,
undermined public security, used weapons to intimidate and assault peaceful citizens,
damaged public property and killed a member of the security forces and injured others after
tracking their movements and firing shots and throwing Molotov cocktails at the location in
which they were on duty. The cell also possessed automatic weapons, pistols, ammunition
and Molotov cocktails, committed acts of armed robbery in which they seized large amounts
of money from a number of commercial premises and an armoured cash-in-transit truck and,
using vehicles stolen or taken from their owners at gunpoint, opened fire on a number of
citizens, some of whom were killed and others wounded.

The charges against him were investigated by the competent authority. He was detained
pursuant to article 36 of the Code, which stipulates that: “No person shall be detained or
imprisoned in places other than those designated for the purpose by law. The administration
of a prison or detention centre shall not admit any person save pursuant to an order specifying
the grounds and period for such imprisonment duly signed by the competent authority. The
accused shall not remain in custody following the expiry of the period specified in the order.”
Article 113 of the Code stipulates that: “If it appears, following the interrogation of the
accused or in the event of his flight, that there is sufficient evidence of his having committed
a serious crime, or if the interest of the investigation requires his detention to prevent him
from fleeing or undermining the investigation, the investigator shall issue a warrant for his
detention for a period not exceeding five days from the date of his arrest.” Article 114 of the
Code stipulates that: “The detention shall end after five days unless the investigator sees fit
to extend the detention period. In that case, he shall refer the file, prior to the expiry of the
period, to the chairman of the branch of the Investigation and Public Prosecution Authority
(the Public Prosecutor’s Office) in the region so that he may either issue an order extending
detention for a period or for successive periods, provided that they do not exceed 40 days
from the date of arrest, or release the accused. In cases that require detention for a longer
period, the matter shall be referred to the Director of the Investigation and Public Prosecution
Authority (the Public Prosecutor’s Office) so that he may issue an order extending detention
for a period or for successive periods, none of which shall exceed 30 days, and which shall
not total more than six months from the date of arrest of the accused. The accused shall
thereafter be transferred directly to the competent court or released.” Upon completion of the
interrogation, he confirmed before the court that he had confessed to the charges against him.
A bill of indictment was issued concerning the offences listed above. The case file was
referred by the Investigation and Public Prosecution Authority (the Public Prosecutor’s
Office) to the competent court, in accordance with article 15 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (2013), which stipulates that: “The Investigation and Public Prosecution Authority
(the Public Prosecutor’s Office) shall, pursuant to its Statute, institute and pursue criminal
proceedings before the competent court.” Article 126 of the Code stipulates that: “If the
investigator is of the opinion, following completion of the investigation, that there is
sufficient evidence against the accused, the case shall be referred to the competent court and
the accused shall be summoned to appear before it. The proceedings shall be duly instituted.”
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Following the referral of his case to the competent criminal court (of first instance), it was
considered by three judges, in accordance with article 20 of the Statute of the Judiciary, which
stipulates that: “The criminal court shall be composed of the following specialized divisions:
divisions for gisas and hudud cases [which carry, respectively, retaliatory and predetermined
penalties]; for ta ziri cases [which carry discretionary penalties]; and for cases involving
juveniles. Each division shall comprise three judges, with the exception of cases specified by
the Supreme Judicial Council, which shall be examined by a single judge.” When he appeared
before the court, the Public Prosecutor’s charges were read out to him and he received a copy
of the indictment, in accordance with article 160 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which
stipulates that: “During the arraignment, the court shall inform the accused of the charges
against him, read out and explain the indictment, provide him with a copy thereof, and call
upon the accused to plead thereto.” He was informed by the court that he was entitled to
respond at once to the indictment orally or in writing, and that he was entitled to seek the
assistance of a lawyer or legal representative, in accordance with article 4 (1) of the Code,
which stipulates that: “Any accused person has the right to avail himself of the services of a
legal representative or lawyer to defend him during the investigation and trial stages.” Article
139 of the Code stipulates that: “In major crimes, the accused shall appear personally before
the court, without prejudice to his right to seek legal assistance. If he lacks the financial means
to seek the assistance of a lawyer, he may ask the court to appoint one to defend him at the
State’s expense, as stated in the regulations.” He requested the appointment of a legal
representative and lawyer, provided that the State covered the costs of the lawyer, and he
requested permission to respond to the indictment in writing at the next hearing. His requests
were granted. He requested at the hearing to be granted additional time and to be assigned
two additional lawyers, and his requests were granted. The said person was permitted to meet
with his legal representative and lawyers and to brief them on the casefile. The legal
proceedings continued and the court did not deliver its judgment until the statements of all
the parties had been heard, all defence pleas had been presented orally or in writing, and no
request to present additional information had been filed. Having examined the evidence and
the records of the evidence collected, it closed the proceedings in the presence of his legal
representative and lawyers. The casefile was studied in accordance with article 172 of the
Code, which stipulates that “any of the parties may provide the court with written information
regarding the case for inclusion in the casefile”, and article 173 of the Code, which stipulates
that “the court shall first hear the prosecutor’s indictment and then the plea by the defendant
or his legal representative or lawyer. Each of the parties shall be entitled to comment on the
statements of the other parties, the defendant being the last to address the court. The court
may prohibit any party from continuing if its submissions are irrelevant or repetitive. The
court shall then deliver its judgment, either of acquittal or of conviction with the imposition
of a penalty, and in both instances the court shall also rule on the civil party’s petition.” A
preliminary death sentence was handed down based on his conviction for the following
offences:

1. Repeated participation in riotous gatherings in Qatif Governorate with a view
to disrupting internal security, and playing a key role in such gatherings;

2. Participation on several occasions in opening fire on law enforcement officers,
vehicles and police patrols, killing one officer and injuring others, having been trained
for the purpose;

3. Participation with others in opening fire on Awamiyah police station;

4. Participation in the fabrication of Molotov cocktails and transporting them for
use in riotous acts against law enforcement officers;

5. Repeatedly throwing Molotov cocktails at security vehicles;

6. Preventing law enforcement officers from performing their duty to protect
tyres and containers;

7. Receipt of a financial reward for firing on law enforcement officers, fabricating
Molotov cocktails and participating in riotous acts;

8. Circulation of prohibited narcotic drugs.
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After the preliminary judgment was handed down, the case administrators informed him of
his right to challenge the judgment and submit his objection thereto within 30 days from the
date of receipt of a copy of the judgment, in accordance with article 192 (1) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “The convicted person, the prosecutor or the civil
claimant may, within the legally prescribed time limit, appeal or request scrutiny of
judgments handed down by courts of first instance. The court that hands down the judgment
shall inform them of this right when delivering the judgment.” Once the objection was filed,
it was considered by the judges of the court of first instance, who confirmed their judgment.
The entire file was then referred to the appeal court, in accordance with article 196 of the
Code, which stipulates that: “The division that rendered the challenged judgment shall
examine the grounds on which the objection is based without hearing submissions, unless
necessary, and may amend or uphold the judgment as it sees fit. If it upholds the judgment,
it shall refer the case, together with copies of all its records and documents, including the
statement of objection, to an appeal court. If it amends the judgment, all the parties to the
case shall be so informed and the normal procedural rules shall apply.” The division of the
appeal court which is competent to hear such cases is composed of five judges, in accordance
with article 15 (1) of the Statute of the Judiciary which stipulates that: “Each district shall
have one or more appeal courts, which shall comprise various specialized divisions, each
consisting of three judges, with the exception of the criminal division hearing cases involving
the death penalty [...] which shall consist of five judges.” The file was studied and scrutinized
by a criminal division of the appeal court composed of five judges, which upheld the
judgment. The case was then referred to the Supreme Court, in accordance with article 10 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “Death sentences imposed or upheld
by an appeal court shall not be final until they have been confirmed by the Supreme Court.”
It was studied and scrutinized by five judges, in accordance with article 10 (4) of the Statute
ofthe Judiciary, which stipulates that “the Supreme Court shall exercise its functions through
requisitely specialized divisions, each division being composed of three judges with the
exception of the criminal division hearing judgments involving the death penalty which shall
be composed of five judges” and in accordance with article 11 (1) of the said Statute, which
stipulates that “judgments or rulings involving a death penalty that are delivered or upheld
by an appeal court shall be reviewed”. It decided to uphold the judgment, thereby completing
all stages of the proceedings and rendering the judgment final and enforceable, in accordance
with article 210 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “Final judgments
are those which have not been challenged within the legally prescribed time limit or which
have been upheld or delivered by the Supreme Court.” Judgments are deemed to be final in
accordance with article 212 of the Code, which stipulates that: “Criminal judgments shall not
be enforced until their have become final.” The enforcement order was transmitted to the
competent authority, in accordance with article 216 of the Code, which stipulates that: “The
president of the court that has rendered the enforceable criminal judgment shall send it to the
administrative governor to take the necessary measures for its enforcement. The
administrative governor shall take prompt action to enforce the judgment.” The enforcement
order was issued pursuant to article 217 (1) of the Code, which stipulates that: “Death
penalties shall be enforced only by order of the King or his authorized representative.” The
judgment has not been enforced to date.

With regard to the allegation that the person concerned was 17 years of age at the time when
the above-mentioned crimes were committed:

This is untrue, since he was over 18 years of age at the time when the crimes were committed.
His date of birth is 8 Sha’ban 1414 A.H. (21 January 1994 A.D.). Furthermore, the
Kingdom’s legislation guarantees due process and a fair and public trial for all persons before
a fair and independent judiciary, in accordance with the Kingdom’s obligations as a party to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

With regard to the allegation that he was tortured:

Citizen Salman Qureish was not subjected to torture. With regard to his confession, he freely
admitted to the investigating body that he had committed the above-mentioned criminal
offences. He endorsed those admissions before the judiciary and was not placed under duress.

The Kingdom’s legislation prohibits all forms of torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment. Article 2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure prohibits the subjection of
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an arrested person to physical or mental harm, torture or degrading treatment. Article 36 of
the Code requires that arrested persons be treated decently and that they should not be
subjected to physical or mental harm. They must be informed of the reasons for their
detention and they are entitled to notify a person of their choice of their arrest. Article 102 of
the Code requires the interrogation of accused persons to be conducted in a manner that does
not influence their will to make statements. They may not be required to take an oath or be
subjected to coercive measures.

Article 28 of the Prison and Detention Act prohibits all forms of aggression against prisoners
or detainees and requires disciplinary measures to be taken against civilian or military
officials who commit any such act, without prejudice to any criminal penalties to which they
may be liable. Article 2 (8) of Royal Decree No. 43 of 1958 also prohibits ill-treatment or
coercion by officials, such as torture, cruelty or confiscation of funds, and deprivation of
personal freedoms, including exemplary punishment, fines, imprisonment, expulsion or
compulsory residence in a specific location, or entering homes unlawfully. These acts are
punishable with imprisonment for a term of up to 10 years or a fine of up to 20,000 riyals
(SRIs).

Criminal investigation officers are supervised in the performance of their duties by members
of the Public Prosecution Service, in accordance with article 25 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

All prisons and detention facilities in the Kingdom are inspected to ensure that they meet
judicial, administrative, health and social requirements, in accordance with article 5 of the
Prison and Detention Act. Pursuant to article 3 of the Act, the Public Prosecution Service is
required to monitor and inspect prisons, detention centres and any places where criminal
sentences are enforced, to listen to the complaints of prisoners and detainees, to ascertain the
lawfulness of their imprisonment or detention and the lawfulness of their continued detention
in prison or detention facilities after the expiry of the prescribed period, to take the requisite
steps to release those detained on unlawful grounds, and to apply the appropriate legal
provisions to those responsible. According to article 40 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
anyone who becomes aware that a prisoner or detainee is being held unlawfully or in a non-
designated location is required to inform the Public Prosecution Service. As soon as such
information is received, an official from the competent Public Prosecutor’s Office is required
to proceed to the location where the prisoner or detainee is being held, to conduct an
investigation and to order the person’s release if the imprisonment or detention is unlawful.
The official shall also draw up a report to be submitted to the competent authority so that
legal action may be taken against those responsible. Moreover, article 2 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure stipulates that no person may be arrested, searched, detained or
imprisoned save in cases specified by the law. Persons may be detained or imprisoned only
in facilities designated for such purposes and for the period prescribed by the competent
authority. There are no secret prisons in the Kingdom.

With a view to enhancing oversight mechanisms and safeguarding the rights of prisoners and
detainees, the Human Rights Commission, pursuant to article 5 (6) and (7) of its Statute, is
entitled to visit prisons and detention centres at any time, without the need for permission
from the competent authority, to receive and verify complaints relating to human rights, and
to take the corresponding legal measures. In addition, the National Society for Human Rights,
which is a civil society association, visits prisons and detention facilities and receives
complaints. Offices have been opened in prisons for the Public Prosecution Service, and in
some of them also for the Human Rights Commission and the National Society for Human
Rights, so that they can monitor inmates’ conditions of detention and receive complaints on
the spot.

The Kingdom’s legislation requires all State bodies to guarantee justice for all, regardless of
their religion, race, gender or nationality. If any such authority or its representative violates
any rights, there are a number of mechanisms that guarantee effective human rights
safeguards, in accordance with the applicable legal procedures. They include:

* The judiciary;

» Competent government departments and committees;
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* Governmental and non-governmental human rights institutions.

The Royal Council and the Council of the Crown Prince are also legally recognized redress
mechanisms. Article 43 of the Basic Law of Governance stipulates that: “The Royal Council
and the Council of the Crown Prince shall be open to all citizens and to anyone with a
complaint or a grievance. All persons shall have the right to contact the public authorities
regarding matters affecting them.” Provincial governors play an active role in the promotion
and protection of human rights and in challenging violations. Article 7 (c) of the Provinces
Act, which was promulgated by Royal Decree No. A/92 of 27 Sha’ban 1412 A.H. (2 March
1992 A.D.), states that provincial governors are responsible for guaranteeing the rights and
freedoms of individuals and must refrain from taking any action that would violate those
rights and freedoms, save within the limits prescribed by the Islamic sharia and the law.

The Kingdom is committed to the human rights treaties that it has ratified, including the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, which is deemed to constitute part of its legislation.

III. With regard to the request to provide information on the whereabouts of all the
individuals mentioned above and the dates, if any have been set, of their planned
executions

The persons in question are detained in the General Intelligence Prison in the Eastern
Province. The legal proceedings have been completed and the judgment has become final
and enforceable. The enforcement order was transmitted to the competent authority, in
accordance with article 216 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “The
president of the court that has rendered the enforceable criminal judgment shall send it to the
administrative governor to take the necessary measures for its enforcement. The
administrative governor shall take prompt action to enforce the judgment.” Article 217 (1) of
the Code stipulates that: “Death penalties shall be enforced only by order of the King or his
authorized representative.” The judgment has not been enforced to date.

IV.  With regard to the request to provide detailed information on the procedures
followed prior to and after an execution takes place, including the period of notice
provided to family members before the execution and for the return of the body to them

The convicted person and his family are informed of the death sentence and notified of the
approval by the King or his authorized representative for enforcement of the sentence, in
accordance with article 217 (1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that:
“Death penalties shall be enforced only by order of the King or his authorized representative.”
The competent authority acts in accordance with the prescribed procedures by, in particular,
ensuring that the person enforcing the judgment meets a number of requirements, including
probity, knowledge and skill, in accordance with article 155 (2) of the implementing
regulations of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulates that: “The person who
enforces the judgments referred to in paragraph 1 of this article shall have the probity and
knowledge required to enforce them. He shall not be a member of the prison administration
and shall not be a relative up to the fourth degree or an antagonist of the person to be executed.”
The execution is witnessed by a committee consisting of representatives of the authorities
concerned, who are required to be knowledgeable in regard to the manner in which it should
be carried out and one of them must be a qualified physician, in accordance with article 156
of the implementing regulations, which stipulates that: “1. A committee, composed of
representatives of the administrative governor, the court, the Commission for the Promotion
of Virtue and Prevention of Vice, and the police, shall be established in each city and
governorate to witness the enforcement of the death sentence. It shall be chaired by the
administrative governor, who may, if necessary, create one or more additional committees.
2. The person designated to represent each of the entities mentioned in paragraph 1 of this
article on the committee shall be familiar with the manner in which the penalties should be
enforced. 3. A member of the Medical Authority and a qualified physician shall be present,
in addition to the committee, during the enforcement of the death penalty.” Prior to the
execution, the person sentenced to death is notified thereof and informed of his right to have
his last will and testament drawn up by a personal status court, in order to record his assets,
liabilities and bequests, in accordance with article 158 of the regulations, which stipulates
that: “The last will and testament of the person sentenced to death shall be drawn up by a
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personal status court, which may assign one of its judges to attest thereto.” The person
sentenced to death is brought to the place of execution without the use of force or the
infliction of any mental or physical harm and, before the execution is carried out, the
committee witnessing it is required to verify the person’s identity from official documents, a
comparison of fingerprints, or by any other means, in accordance with article 160 (1) and (2)
of the implementing regulations, which stipulates that: “l. The person sentenced to death
shall be conveyed to the place of execution without the use of force or the infliction of any
mental or physical harm. 2. Before the execution is carried out, the witnessing committee
shall verify the identity of the person sentenced to death from official documents. It is also
necessary in the case of death sentences to verify his identity by a comparison of fingerprints
or by any other means.” The body of the executed person is not removed from the place of
execution until his death has been confirmed and certified by the qualified physician, in
accordance with article 163 (2) of the regulations, which stipulates that: “The body of the
executed person shall not be removed from the place of execution until his death has been
confirmed and certified by the qualified physician.”

V. With regard to the request to provide specific information on measures in place,
and how they are upheld in practice, to ensure that allegations of torture are duly
investigated and confessions obtained under torture excluded from any trial

With regard to the extraction of confessions from the accused through torture during the
interrogation and their use as incriminating evidence, the accused confesses quite freely
during the investigations and endorses his confession to the charges filed against him before
the court, in accordance with article 101 (2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which
stipulates that: “If the accused confesses during the investigations to a crime entailing the
death penalty, his confession shall be certified by the competent court and entered into the
record, witnessed and signed by the court clerk.” Article 161 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure stipulates that if the accused at any time confesses to the offence with which he is
charged, the court shall hear his statements in detail and discuss them with him. The judge
does not rely solely in his judgment on the confession, but on the factual and presumptive
evidence presented, the arrest and search records, the testimonies of witnesses, and the cross-
examinations and statements heard during the trial proceedings. Since those proceedings
constitute the final stage of investigation, the court is empowered to hear witnesses, visit and
inspect the scene of the incidents and seek the opinions of experts, including forensic
physicians, in order to safeguard the rights of the parties involved in the case. Evidence that
is proven to have been obtained through torture contravenes the provisions of the Islamic
sharia and relevant legislation. According to article 187 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
any action that is inconsistent with the provisions of the Islamic sharia and the legislation
derived therefrom is null and void.

The Kingdom’s legislation criminalizes torture and makes it a punishable offence, as noted
in the reply to question No. 1. The Kingdom is also committed to compliance with the
international human rights treaties that it has ratified, including the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which is
recognized as part of its legislation.
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Geneva, 11 January 2019
Ref. 413/5..5

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations |

Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office

of the High Commissioner for the Human Rights, (Special Procedures of the Human Rights
Council), and with reference to the Saudi Mission’s letter Ref:413/6/8/593 dated 21
November 2018 and with reference to the letter of the Office of the High Commissioner
for the Human Rights, (Special Procedures) UASAU 13/2018 dated 11 October 2018 and
the letter of the Director, Field operations and Technical Cooperation Division Ms
Georgette Gagnon dated 6 November 2018. The Mission has the honour to attach hereto the
official reply of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia regarding the case of Mr. Salman Qureish and
updated information on the case of Mr.Mujtaba al-Swikat and further information regarding

the judicial process of their cases and the others.

The Permanent Mission of Saudi Arabia would kindly like to request to transmit the
attached reply to all relevant parties and working groups reviewing these cases at the Office of

the High Commissioner for the Human Rights.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia avails itself to this opportunity
to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for the Human Rights, (Special Procedures

of the Human Rights Council) the assurances of its highest consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Special Procedures Branch
Rue des Paquis, 52

Palais Wilson e .
1201 Geneva CHCHR REGISTRY

14 JAN 7079
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Ref: 413/6/8/ 5 93 | Geneva, 21 November 2018

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations at Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Special
Procedures Branch, and has the honour to refer to the joint urgent appeal from
Special Procedures Ref. UA SAU 13 2018 concerning the cases of Mr, Dawood AL-
MARHOON, Mr. Ali AL-NIMR, Mr. Abdulkarim AL-HAWAJ, Mr. Salman
QUREISH, Mr. Mujtaba AL-SWEIKAT, Mr. Abdullah AL-ZAHER.

In this regard, the Permanent Mission would like to inform the latter that the
Mission has replied to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and
to the relevant parties regarding the above-mentioned cases except for Mr. Salman
QUREISH which will be replied in the near future.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations
and other International Organizations at Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Special
Procedures Branch the assurances of its highest consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Special Procedures Branch

Rue des Paquis 52 / Palais Wilson

1201 GENEVA
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