


1 

 

INFORMATION NOTE IN REPLY TO THE JOINT COMMUNICATION 

SENT BY THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS 

REGARDING THE WALL STREET JOURNAL REPORTER AYLA 

ALBAYRAK DATED 1 OCTOBER 2018  

 

1. W�th reference to the letter dated 1 October 2018 concern�ng The Wall Street Journal reporter 

Ayla Albayrak, sent by the Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) Spec�al Rapporteur on the promot�on and 

protect�on of r�ght to freedom of op�n�on and express�on; and Spec�al Rapporteur on the 

promot�on and protect�on of human r�ghts and fundamental freedoms wh�le counter�ng 

terror�sm, the Government would l�ke to subm�t �ts observat�ons here�n below. 

 

I. JUDICIAL PROCESS AGAINST AYLA ALBAYRAK  

2. A publ�c case was lodged before C�zre 2nd Ass�ze Court aga�nst Ayla Albayrak on the charge 

of “mak�ng propaganda of a terror�st organ�zat�on” on grounds that she used statements wh�ch 

pra�se, leg�t�m�ze and foster the v�olent, oppress�ve and s�n�ster methods of the PKK and YDG-

H terror�st organ�zat�ons and featured photographs of masked and armed terror�sts �n her art�cle 

publ�shed �n The Wall Street Journal, based on the �nterv�ews she conducted w�th terror�sts �n 

S�lop�/Şırnak. 

 

3. C�zre 2nd Ass�ze Court sentenced Ayla Albayrak to 2 years and 1 month of �mpr�sonment for 

the above-ment�oned cr�me on 10 October 2017 w�th a reasoned dec�s�on. She appealed aga�nst 

the dec�s�on of the court. 

 

4. Gaz�antep D�str�ct Court of Just�ce, �n the hear�ng that took place on 13 November 2018, 

ruled on the d�scont�nuance of the proceed�ngs aga�nst Ayla Albayrak on the grounds that the 

statute of l�m�tat�ons prescr�bed �n Art�cle 26 of the Law on Press (Law Number 5187) was 

exceeded �n the present case.  

 

5. Above-ment�oned art�cle of the Law on Press, wh�ch a�ms to protect freedom of express�on 

and press aga�nst overdue prosecut�on, st�pulates a four month per�od �n wh�ch a publ�c case 

can be lodged aga�nst a wr�tten mater�al.  
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II. CONCLUSION  

6. S�nce Gaz�antep D�str�ct Court of Just�ce ruled on the d�scont�nuance of the proceed�ngs, 

there �s not any sentence aga�nst Ayla Albayrak anymore. 

 

7. It �s therefore bel�eved that the allegat�ons commun�cated to the Spec�al Rapporteur on the 

promot�on and protect�on of r�ght to freedom of op�n�on and express�on and Spec�al Rapporteur 

on the promot�on and protect�on of human r�ghts and fundamental freedoms wh�le counter�ng 

terror�sm should be d�sm�ssed. 

 

 


