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 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 

other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour the submit the 

following information in connection with the joint enquiry of the Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 

executions, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, the Special Rapporteur on Torture and 

Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Working Group on 

the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of 

the right of peoples to self-determination, regarding the current situation of Russian citizens 

who are under investigation, or who have been convicted by a court in Iraq of participation 

in terrorist activity.  

 The Russian Federation fully respects its obligations under the Vienna Convention 

on Consular Relations. The Russian authorities are in permanent contact with their Iraqi 

partners, including with regard to the enhancement and renewal of the appropriate treaty-

based bilateral relations. Russian diplomatic missions and consulates monitor the situation 

of Russian citizens who are under investigation, or who have been convicted by an Iraqi 

court for participation in terrorist activity. Any information on this matter is brought to the 

attention of their family members. 

 In this context, the Russian Federation fails to understand the selective approach of 

the United Nations Special Procedures. The questions raised in the enquiry go beyond the 

Special Procedures’ mandates and cannot form the subject of the “supervision” of United 

Nations human rights bodies. The nexus of issues touched upon belong exclusively to the 

sphere of States’ bilateral relations, where the position of each country is determined.  

 The Permanent Mission takes this opportunity to convey to the Office of the High 

Commissioner the renewed assurances of its highest consideration. 
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