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The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 

other International Organizations in Geneva 

No. 3609 

 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 

other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and, in connection with 

the joint request from the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on 

the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special 

Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, the Special 

Rapporteur on minority issues, the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, and 

the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental 

freedoms while countering terrorism, concerning the situation with respect to individual 

followers of the Jehovah’s Witnesses religious association, has the honour to provide the 

following information. 

 The general information contained in the communication does not permit the 

identification of persons allegedly subjected to “persecution”. This being the case, the 

Russian Federation has the honour to request the following information from the above-

mentioned special procedure mandate holders of the United Nations Human Rights Council: 

the names of the persons who were detained or arrested or whose homes were searched; the 

addresses of the homes of members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses religious association and of 

other premises in which, according to the information provided by the special procedure 

mandate holders, inspections and searches were conducted; the names of the persons who 

were charged with administrative or criminal offences and the dates on which the charges 

were filed; as well as any other clarificatory information. 

 The above-mentioned information is required in order to conduct a substantive study 

of the request by the competent Russian ministries and departments. 

 We presume that, given the need to prepare a more detailed request for information, 

the Secretariat will adjust the deadline for submission of the response by the Russian 

Federation.  

 The Permanent Mission takes this opportunity to convey to OHCHR the renewed 

assurances of its highest consideration. 
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