(Translated from Chinese)

[The written characters in the preceding portion are illegible] (ref. UA CHN 6/2018) received.
The Chinese Government wishes to make the following reply to the communication received:

China does not have information regarding related individual cases. So-called “North Korean
defectors” are persons from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea coming to China for
economic reasons who enter the country illegally, and are not refugees. Their entry into China
via illegal channels violates Chinese law and damages the orderly functioning of Chinese
border management. With regard to the issue of illegal entry of persons from the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, China has always dealt with this issue in accordance with a
principled position of combining domestic law, international law and humanitarianism, and
will continue to do so. Some non-governmental organizations, religious groups and
individuals, under the guise of humanitarianism, are engaged in organizing activities
involving the smuggling of Koreans who are in China illegally, aimed at making profits and
forming benefit chains. Such organized illegal migration activities pose a serious threat to
China’s social stability and national security, and are also commonly recognized as serious
crimes by the international community. China will crack down on them in accordance with
the law.
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No.GJ/31/2018

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and Other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the latter’s
communication [UA CHN 6/2018] dated 6 March 2018, has the honour to
transmit the reply by the Chinese Government.
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