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Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation 
15, avenue de la Paix, 1202, Geneva 

No. 2454 

The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and other 

international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and with reference to letter AL RUS 8/2018 

from the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of 

opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly 

and of association, and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 

concerning the situation of Mr. Sirazhutdin Datsiyev, has the honour to transmit herewith the 
response of the Russian Federation to their requests. 

The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey to the 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed assurances 
of its highest consideration. 

Geneva, 5 July 2018 
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Information from the Russian Federation in response to the request from the special 

procedures of the Human Rights  Council regarding the situation of Mr. Sirazhutdin 
Datsiyev 

Reference: AL RUS 8/2018 

The Russian Federation has examined the request by the Special Rapporteur on the promotion 

and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on 

the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, and the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights defenders concerning the incident involving Mr. Sirazhutdin 
Datsiyev and submits herewith the following information. 

On 28 March 2018, at 1 p.m., the leader of the Dagestan office of Human Rights Centre 

Memorial, Sirazhutdin Magomedrasulovich Datsiyev, born 1973, contacted the police duty 

station for Kirov district attached to the Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in 

Makhachkala to file a report that, at 9.30 a.m., he had been beaten by a person unknown to 
him outside his house, located at 37 Nefteperegonnaya Street, Makhachkala. 

Mr. Datsiyev went to the national clinical hospital in Makhachkala to be treated  for his 

injuries. According to the medical certificate from the doctor on duty at the hospital dated 28 

March 2018, Mr. Datsiyev was diagnosed with a concussion and also soft tissue bruising of 
the head and thorax.  

On 29 March 2018, the police division for Kirov district attached to the Department of the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs in Makhachkala launched a criminal case on the basis of the 

offences provided for in article 114 (2) (Deliberate infliction of minor bodily harm) of the 
Criminal Code. 

Mr. Datsiyev was recognized as the victim in that criminal case and interviewed in that 
capacity. 

In order to identify bystanders and eyewitnesses, and the persons who committed this crime, 
an investigation team visited the scene of the crime. 

During investigation of the case, it was established that, on 28 March 2018, an unidentified 

person attacked Mr. Datsiyev near his home at 37 Nefteperegonnaya Street in Makhachkala 

with intent to commit criminal mischief, causing him bodily injury. The unknown person left 

the scene in a black VAZ-2107030 Priora passenger vehicle. As a result, Mr. Datsiyev 

sustained a closed-head injury, soft tissue bruising and abrasion of the head and face, 

concussion, and contusion of the thorax and lumbar spine. Since these injuries have a short-
term impact on health, they are classified as minor harm. 

The victim and bystanders indicated that the unknown person attacked him from behind. 

No evidence was found during the inquiry linking the crime to the victim’s professional 

activities. Mr. Datsiyev, for his part, stated that he had earlier received threats of physical 
violence. However, the claims are not borne out by any evidence. 

To identify and prosecute the perpetrator of the crime and provide a legal assessment of that 

person’s actions, the police division for Kirov district in Makhachkala conducted a significant 
number of investigatory acts, including: 

• A joint inspection with the police patrol service of the Department of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs in Makhachkala of the area around the scene of the crime with the aim 
of identifying and arresting the perpetrator and finding the vehicle used to flee 

• Door-to-door rounds of the places of residence on Nefteperegonnaya Street 

• A review of the relevant footage from video surveillance cameras for the purpose of 
tracing the vehicle in which the person was driving 

• Further questioning, and subsequent interviews, of the victim’s neighbours 

No information leading to the detection of the crime was received. 

The necessary investigatory acts are currently being conducted with regard to the criminal 
case. 
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The investigation of the criminal case is overseen by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the 
Republic of Dagestan. 

In the assessment of the incident referred to by the Special Rapporteurs, it should be noted 

that the Russian Federation places great importance on the development of the institutions of 

civil society. The institutional framework for civil society has traditionally focused on non-
profit organizations. 

According to article 2 of Federal Act No. 7-FZ of 12 January 1996 on non-profit 

organizations, such organizations encompass voluntary or religious organizations 

(associations), communities of Russian indigenous minorities, Cossack communities, non-

profit partnerships, institutions, autonomous non-profit organizations, social, charitable and 
other funds, associations and unions, as well as other entities provided for under federal law. 

In the Russian Federation, there are a number of mechanisms that foster interaction between 

the State and civil society. Pursuant to Presidential Decree No. 120 of 1 February 2011, a 

council was established within the Office of the President for the development of civil society 

and human rights. In 2012, the Governmental Commission for the Coordination of Open 

Government was set up to facilitate interaction between federal executive bodies and 

representatives of civil society, voluntary associations and the business community 
concerning the establishment and operation of the “open government” system. 

The Social Forum, established by Federal Act No. 32-FZ of 4 April 2005, plays an important 

role in the development of civil society, by fostering interaction between Russian citizens, 

voluntary associations, trade unions, artists ’ associations, employers’ associations and related 

entities, professional associations and other non-profit organizations established with a view 

to representing and safeguarding the interests of professional and social groups, and federal, 

regional and local authorities. The Social Forum strives to protect the rights and freedoms of 

Russian citizens and the rights of non-profit associations in the development and 

implementation of State policies, and promotes public monitoring of the activities of the 
public authorities. 

The judicial protection of civil rights and freedoms is enshrined in article 46, paragraph 1, of 

the Constitution. Article 52 of the Constitution contains safeguards to protect the rights of 

crime victims. The State ensures that victims have access to jus tice and compensation for 
harm. 

In accordance with article 11 (1) of the Civil Code, civil rights are protected under the 

material jurisdiction established in the law of civil procedure by a civil or commercial court 

or an arbitration tribunal. Article 12 of the Civil Code sets out a list of mechanisms for the 

protection of civil rights, including the recognition of rights; the restoration of the situation 

that prevailed before a right was violated and suppression of acts that infringe or risk 

infringing a right; invalidation of an act of a central or local government authority; the right 

of self-defence; court order on fulfilment of an obligation in kind; damages; moral damages; 

the termination or alteration of legal relations; and the non-application by the courts of an act 
of a central or local authority that is inconsistent with the law. 

According to article 4, paragraph 1, of the Code of Administrative Procedure, all concerned 

individuals have the right to appeal to the courts in defence of violated or disputed rights, 

freedoms and legitimate interests, including if, in the opinion of the concerned individuals, 

the exercise of their rights, freedoms and legitimate interests has been hampered, or an 
obligation has been unlawfully placed on them. 

Article 15 of the Civil Code provides that a person whose rights have been violated may 

claim full compensation for the losses suffered, unless the law or contract in question 

provided for lesser compensation. In accordance with article 151 of the Civil Code, if a citizen 

suffers moral harm (physical and psychological suffering) through actions that violate his or 

her personal non-material rights or infringe on other intangible benefits enjoyed by the citizen, 

as well as in other cases prescribed by law, a court may require the wrongdoer to pay financial 
compensation for the harm suffered. 

The Criminal Code and the Code of Administrative Offences lay down the crimes and 
administrative offences relating to legal liability for violations of human rights and freedoms. 
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Chapter 19 of the Criminal Code describes as a criminal offence, inter alia, the violation of 

the equality of human and civil rights and freedoms (art. 136), infringement of the 

inviolability of private life (art. 137), the violation of the confidentiality of correspondence, 

telephone conversations and postal, telegraphic and other communications (art. 138), 

infringement of the inviolability of the home (art. 139), the refusal to provide citizens with 

information (art. 140), falsification of election or referendum documents (art. 142), electoral 

fraud (art. 142.1), the violation of the right to freedom of conscience and religious belief (art. 

148), and the obstruction of the holding of or participation in a meeting, rally, demonstration, 
march or picket (art. 149). 

In the light of the foregoing, the effort by the Special Rapporteurs in their request for 

information to start from an a priori assumption about the correlation between incidents 

involving human rights defenders and their activities, and to make unfounded allegations 

about the repressive actions of the Russian authorities against such persons, is unacceptable 

and incompatible with the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures Mandate-holders of the 
Human Rights Council, including the principles of neutrality, objectivity and fairness. 
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