(Translated from Russian)
Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation
to the United Nations Office and Other
International Organizations in Geneva
15, avenue de la Paix
1202 Geneva
No. 2386
The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour of forwarding
information from the Russian Federation in response to the enquiry from the Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the Special Rapporteur on
the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the
Chair of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights
and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination (Ref.: AL
RUS10/2018)
The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed
assurances of its highest consideration.
Geneva, 27 June 2018
Office of the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights
Geneva
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Information from the Russian Federation in response to the enquiry from the special
procedures mandate-holders of the United Nations Human Rights Council with
regard to the accident involving the journalist M.P. Borodin
Reference:AL RUS10/2018
The Russian Federation has studied the enquiry from the Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the Chair of the
Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and
impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination regarding the accident
involving the journalist M.P. Borodin and submits the following information.
On 12 April 2018, M.P. Borodin fell out of the window of his fifth floor flat. He was
taken to the No. 23 Central Municipal Clinical Hospital in Yekaterinburg, where doctors in
the reanimation unit tried to save his life. However, his injuries proved to be very serious
and he passed away three days later on 15 April 2018. When he was admitted to the health
care facility M.P. Borodin was inebriated.
The Sverdlovsk provincial investigation department of the Criminal Investigation
Division of the Investigation Committee of the Russian Federation were notified of M.P.
Borodin’s death on the same day, 15 April 2018.
By reason of M.P. Borodin’s death, the above-mentioned investigative body set up a
procedural investigation in the course of which it was ascertained that M.P. Borodin was a
journalist of the “Novy Den” Russian news agency and of several informative publications,
that he lived alone, was not married and had no children. According to his neighbours, M.P.
Borodin had recently been overindulging in hard liquor and had been keeping himself to
himself. On inspecting his flat, it was ascertained that the front door was locked from inside
with a device which could not be opened (or shut) from outside. No traces of the presence
of other persons in the flat were detected.
The proximate cause of M.P. Borodin’s death was multiple injuries to the head,
trunk and limbs received as a result of falling from a height.
The investigations gave no grounds for supposing that M.P. Borodin’s death was
related to his professional activity.
P. Rumyantseva, the editor-in-chief of the “Novy Den” news agency expressed the
opinion that an accident had occurred.
In view of the foregoing, the attempt of the Special Rapporteurs to base their
enquiry a priori on the unfounded assertion that the competent Russian organs took no
action is unacceptable and is not consonant with the Code of Conduct for Special
Procedures Mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council, including the principles of
objectivity, impartiality, transparency and even-handedness.
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